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Your Ref: FS007049 

Our Ref: M00087/2019 

(Please quote in all related correspondence) 

 

25th November 2019 

 

Marine Planning and Foreshore Unit 

Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government 

Government Buildings 

Newtown Road 

Wexford 

 

 

 

Via email: foreshore@housing.gov.ie 

 

 

Proposed Development: Foreshore Licence Application for Site Investigation works AT 
Arklow Banks, Co. Wicklow.  

 

 

A chara 

 

On behalf of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, I refer to 

correspondence received in relation to the above. 

 

Outlined below are heritage-related observations/recommendations of the Department 

under the stated heading(s). 

 

Archaeology 

 

It is noted that the proposed site investigation area is located in an area of high 
underwater archaeological potential. The Wreck Inventory of Ireland Database lists 
numerous wrecks for the Arklow Bank and approaches to Arklow Harbour, which are 
subject to statutory protection under section 3 of the 1987 National Monuments 
(Amendment) Act. Given the location of the proposed site and the nature of the works it 
is possible that underwater archaeology may be impacted by the these operations It is 
therefore recommended that an Underwater Archaeological Impact Assessment (UAIA), 
as described below, shall be undertaken to assess the impact of the development on 
known or potential archaeology prior to any works proceeding at the site. These 
conditions should be included as a condition in the granting of any foreshore licence.  
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It should be borne in mind, that if significant archaeological remains are found, refusal 
might still be recommended, and/or further monitoring or excavation required. 
 
Underwater Archaeological Impact Assessment shall be compiled as follows: 
 
1. The applicant is required to engage the services of a suitably qualified archaeologist 

to carry out an archaeological assessment of the potential impacts of the 
development/proposed works. 

 
2. The assessment shall comprise of a detailed desktop study, with the archaeologist 

carrying out any relevant documentary research including consulting with the Wreck 
Inventory of Ireland, the Record of Monuments and Places all of which are held by 
this Department. The Topographical Files held by the National Museum of Ireland 
should also be consulted. The assessment should also include a detailed 
archaeological impact statement including a detailed description of the proposed 
works and the impact they will have on known and/or potential archaeology. 

 
3. The archaeologist shall carry out a geophysical survey (sidescan and magnetometer) 

of all areas to be impacted both directly and indirectly by the proposed works. The 
geophysical survey should be licenced under sections 2 & 3 of the National 
Monuments Act 1987. 

 
4. Having completed the work, the archaeologist shall submit a written report to this 

Department for review. The site investigation works should not take place until the 
archaeological assessment has been reviewed by this Department.  

 
5.  Where archaeological material/features are shown to be present, preservation in situ, 

avoidance, preservation by record (archaeological excavation) or archaeological 
monitoring may be required. The applicant shall be prepared to be advised by the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in this regard. 

 
If any clarification is required on any of the above do not hesitate to contact this office. 
An officer from this office would also be available to meet to discuss the above. 

 
It should be borne in mind, that if significant archaeological remains are found, further 
archaeological mitigation might be required. 

 

You are requested to send further communications to this Department’s Development 

Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@chg.gov.ie (team monitored); if this is not 

possible, correspondence may alternatively be sent to: 

 

The Manager 

Development Applications Unit (DAU) 

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

Newtown Road 

Wexford 

Y35 AP90 

mailto:manager.dau@chg.gov.ie
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Is mise le meas,  

 

 

 
Simon Dolan 

Development Applications Unit 

Tel: 053-9117377 


