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Thank you Chair,
Ireland aligns with the statement of the EU and thanks the Special Rapporteur for her report.

Special Rapporteur, what steps can be taken to prevent the further violation of Belarusian
citizens’ rights to participate in the civic and political affairs of their country?

Ireland remains gravely concerned at the human rights situation in Belarus. Four years since
the fraudulent presidential elections of August 2020, the systematic destruction of civic spaces
and erosion of personal freedoms continues.

Ireland condemns policies of the Belarusian authorities that aim to repress civil society
organisations, human rights defenders and those who seek to exercise their freedom of opinion,
expression and peaceful assembly.

We deplore the harassment, intimidation and criminalisation of Belarusian citizens for
criticising the authorities. Ireland condemns the misuse of anti-terrorism and anti-extremist
legislation to undermine the rights of the Belarusian people.

We are appalled at the authorities’ continuing practice of arbitrary detention. Ireland condemns
the rampant violations of fair trial guarantees and of due process under international human
rights law, to which political prisoners are subjected. Once again, Ireland calls on the
Belarusian authorities to release all political prisoners unconditionally and without delay. We
further call on the Belarusian authorities to implement the recommendations made by the
Special Rapporteur.



