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What is a curriculum evaluation?  

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the 
Primary School Curriculum (1999), the Primary Language Curriculum (2019) and the Primary 
Mathematics Curriculum. They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where 
appropriate, to aid the further development of the subject in the school. 

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspector(s) evaluated learning and teaching in English under the 
following headings: 

1.    Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
2.    Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice  
3.    The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning 
 

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality continuum 
which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides examples of the 
language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision in 
each area.  

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a student-friendly page that provides information for 
the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It outlines for 
them some of the main findings and recommendations.  

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the 
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the 
appendix of this report.  

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent and 

tackle bullying 
 

 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and 
anti-bullying procedures were conducted: 

Child Protection Anti-bullying 

1. The name of the DLP and the Child 
Safeguarding Statement are prominently 
displayed near the main entrance to the 
school. 

2. The Child Safeguarding Statement has 
been ratified by the board and includes 
an annual review and a risk assessment. 

3. All teachers visited reported that they 
have read the Child Safeguarding 
Statement and that they are aware of 
their responsibilities as mandated 
persons. 

1. The school has developed an anti-
bullying policy that meets the 
requirements of the Anti-Bullying 
Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary 
Schools (2013) or Bí Cineálta (2024) and 
this policy is reviewed annually.  

2. The school’s current anti-bullying policy is 
published on its website and/or is readily 
accessible to board of management 
members, teachers, parents and pupils.  

 
The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.  

 



Curriculum evaluation 

 

Date of inspection  06/05/2025 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Discussion with principal and teachers 

 Review of relevant documents  

 Pupil focus-group interview 

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Examination of pupils’ work  

 Interaction with pupils  

 Feedback to principal and teachers 

 

School context 
Saint Joseph’s Mercy Convent National School operates under the patronage of the Catholic 
Bishop of Meath and pupils from junior infants to sixth class are enrolled. At the time of the 
evaluation, there were 383 pupils enrolled in the school. The teaching staff of the school comprises 
an administrative principal, twenty mainstream teachers, nine special education teachers and a full-
time home-school-community liaison co-ordinator. The school participates in Delivering Equality of 
Opportunity in Schools (DEIS), the action plan of the Department of Education and Youth, which 
provides additional resources to identified schools to assist them in reducing barriers to children 
and young people in reaching their potential. 
 
 

Summary of main findings and recommendations: 

Findings 

 The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes was good with examples of learning at a very good 

level in a few settings. 

 The quality of pupils’ learning experiences was generally very good;  in a few support 

settings, improvement was required to reach a good standard. 

 School management had worked with teachers to devise and deliver a range of worthwhile 

initiatives to successfully promote attendance. 

 The quality of school planning, including school self-evaluation (SSE), in progressing pupils’ 

learning in English, was very good. This was evident in the development of provision for 

reading and in the development and implementation of very worthwhile initiatives to support 

pupils and parents for whom English was an additional language. 

Recommendations 

 Teachers should ensure that planning for pupils with identified needs is fully informed by 

their learning needs in relation to the targets set and the teaching and learning approaches 

used. 

 

Detailed findings and recommendations 

 

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 

The overall quality of pupils’ learning outcomes was good with examples of very good learning in a 
few settings. Pupils demonstrated high levels of interest and enjoyment in their learning.  
Communication in all settings observed was caring and pupils presented as respectful, active 



listeners and speakers. Pupils demonstrated very good phonological awareness skills including a 
very good awareness of the relationship between different sounds and letter combinations.  Pupils 
also demonstrated a very good knowledge of grammatical terms and the progression in their 
learning was very evident. Very good progress was evident in pupils’ letter formation in the infant 
classrooms, and this continued across all class levels with examples of very good quality writing as 
pupils progressed from class to class. In a few settings, teachers should monitor the presentation of 
written work by small groups of pupils more closely to bring about improvement. 

It was highly commendable that pupils in the majority of classrooms visited had successfully written 
texts across a broad range of writing genres. They described writing processes ably and could 
create poems, stories, book reviews, newspaper articles and diary entries. They produced high 
quality cross-curricular project work, which connected their literacy skills with their learning in 
History and Geography. Pupils were reading at a level commensurate with their attainment level. 
Teachers adopted a cross-curricular approach effectively and created interesting lessons, which 
supported pupils’ engagement with novels. Where practice was very effective, teachers involved 
pupils very skilfully in conversation that stimulated their high-level thinking and discussion about the 
themes they read in the novels. 

Pupils had an opportunity to engage in a range of worthwhile oral language activities. Pupils in the 
focus group reported that they enjoyed these activities. To enhance pupils’ oral language 
development, teachers should be more systematic in identifying ongoing opportunities to 
consolidate their previous learning of specific features of oral language. School management, in 
consultation with teachers, had devised a systematic and worthwhile approach to expanding pupils’ 
vocabulary. Pupils were guided effectively to explore new vocabulary. There was potential to 
expand the word walls in the infant and junior classes to include words that related to pupils’ lives 
and interests. In the middle and senior classes, there was potential to enhance pupils’ sense of 
agency in engaging with new vocabulary. Teachers should encourage pupils to develop their own 
systems of selecting, recording and sharing the most useful and interesting vocabulary encountered 
with others, not just in the classroom but also in their own personal reading.  

There were examples of very good provision for pupils with identified needs. Where practice was 
very good, the provision of support was informed by and took account of the reasons why these 
pupils required additional support. In these instances, teaching was very skilful in addressing these 
needs. There were also examples of provision, which required improvement. In these instances, 
teachers should set more specific targets that take full account of pupils’ needs. Teachers should 
also use the most appropriate teaching and learning approaches to take account of these needs. 

For pupils with identified literacy needs, teachers should take time to discuss with pupils the books 
that have been assigned to them individually to develop their reading skills. Given that other pupils 
in these groups may have read these books previously, this is an opportunity for these pupils to 
share their thoughts about these books. This will enhance pupils’ capacity to read and enjoy these 
stories and texts. There is also further potential to help these pupils connect their learning between 
the classroom and the support setting. This will enhance the capacity of these pupils to see 
themselves as effective learners. 

 

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through 

learning experiences and teachers’ practice 
 

The quality of pupils’ learning experiences was generally very good; in a few instances, 
improvement was required. In almost all classrooms, lessons had clear and appropriate learning 
objectives. In many cases, these objectives were shared with pupils, which enhanced their 
understanding of what they were learning. In almost all instances, lessons were structured 
effectively and teachers used a range of worthwhile teaching and learning approaches to engage 



pupils’ interest, build on their previous learning and teach new concepts effectively. All teachers 
were effective in establishing supportive learning environments for their pupils. 
 
During lessons, which focused on phonological awareness, teachers needed to consider how the 
full range of learning needs of pupils were accommodated. Teachers should use a more 
differentiated approach by using more open-ended questions, which would encourage pupils to 
incorporate their previous learning into lessons. Teachers should also incorporate independent, pair 
work and group work at an earlier stage in lessons.  
 
Within provision for English generally, teachers should develop an approach to encouraging and 
recording insights, observations and questions from pupils during lessons. This will optimise pupils’ 
engagement in lessons and support the transfer of learning in English across all curriculum areas. 
Teachers should also explicitly demonstrate to pupils how they are incorporating these insights into 
the ongoing development of the lesson. When concluding lessons, teachers should highlight for 
pupils the interesting insights that emerged during the lesson. These insights should inform the 
beginning of subsequent lessons. 
 
Teachers used effective criteria-referenced checklists to assess and record pupils’ progress. These 
records were particularly effective when teachers maintained a record of pupils’ ongoing 
attainments throughout the school year. Self-assessment and peer-assessment practices were very 
well developed by teachers in a few support settings and classrooms.  
 
There were clear procedures in place for the provision of additional support for pupils with identified 
learning needs. It was commendable that these procedures were sufficiently flexible to 
accommodate pupils’ emerging learning needs.  
 
 

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in 

progressing pupils’ learning 
 
School planning, including SSE, was very effective in progressing pupils’ learning. School 
management had been very successful in devising and implementing a range of worthwhile 
initiatives to support pupils and their parents who are learning English as an additional language. 
 
 
  



 

For the pupils of Mercy Convent 

National School about their 

learning in English 

Date of inspection: 06/05/2025 

 

 

 

Introduction  

Your school had an inspection of English recently. This 
page for pupils describes what the inspectors found 
and gives ideas about what the school should do to 
make learning better. 

 

 

  

What did the inspectors do during the visit?  

The inspectors visited classrooms and talked to 
teachers and pupils about the work they were doing. 
An inspector also met with a focus group of pupils to 
talk to them about their learning. 

 

 

 

What did the inspectors find? 

Here are some of the main things: 

 Pupils were achieving well across all aspects of English. 

 Teachers were creating interesting learning experiences 

for pupils in English. 

 The school principal and teachers had developed a 

number of useful ways to help pupils and families who 

were learning English as a new language. 

 

  
What the inspectors said the school should do to 

make learning better 

 Teachers should display more word lists in infant and 

junior classrooms and consider how they could help 

pupils in middle and senior classes to make and keep 

their own lists of new vocabulary.  

 Teachers should ensure that they select the most 

suitable teaching approaches to help pupils learn. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this page. 

A special thank you to pupils who took part in the focus group. 
 

  



The Inspectorate’s Quality Continuum 
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality continuum 
which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used by inspectors 
when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area. 

Level Description Examples of descriptive terms 

Excellent Provision that is excellent is 
exemplary in meeting the needs of 
learners. This provision provides an 
example for other schools and 
settings of exceptionally high 
standards of provision. 

Excellent; exemplary; outstanding; 
exceptionally high standard; with very 
significant strengths 

Very good Provision that is very good is very 
effective in meeting the needs of 
learners and is of a very high 
standard. There is potential to build 
on existing strengths to achieve an 
excellent standard.  

Very good; of a very high quality; very 
effective practice; highly commendable; 
very successful 

Good Provision that is good is effective in 
meeting the needs of learners. There 
is need to build on existing strengths 
in order to address the aspects to be 
developed and achieve a very good 
standard.  

Good; of good quality; effective 
practice; competent; useful; 
commendable; good standard; 
strengths outweigh the shortcomings; 
appropriate provision although some 
possibilities for improvement exist 

Requires 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not sufficiently effective 
in meeting the needs of learners. 
There is need to address certain 
deficiencies without delay in order to 
ensure that provision is good or 
better. 

Fair; less than effective; less than 
sufficient; evident weaknesses that are 
impacting on learning; experiencing 
difficulty; shortcomings outweigh 
strengths; must improve in specified 
areas; action required to improve 

 

Requires 
significant 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires significant 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not meeting the needs of 
learners. There is immediate need for 
significant action to address the 
areas of concern.  

Weak; poor; ineffective; insufficient; 
unacceptable; experiencing significant 
difficulties; serious deficiencies in the 
areas evaluated; requiring significant 
change, development and 
improvement to be effective 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 

 

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 

 

Submitted by the Board of Management 

  



Area 1   Observations on the content of the inspection report      

 

The Board of Management welcomes the publication of this Curriculum Evaluation Report. We 

concur with the observation that all pupils are experiencing supportive and caring learning 

environments, and caring and respectful communication. As a school community, we strive to 

create an inclusive environment for our pupils, where very good provision is made for the progress 

of all pupils, and particularly those with identified learning needs. 

The Board welcomes the fact that our pupils' learning experiences are noted as being very good 

and that the quality of school planning in progressing pupils' learning in English is very good. We 

agree that pupils demonstrate high levels of interest and enjoyment in their learning, and we 

welcome the recognition of the great efforts that have been made to ensure that pupils are 

progressing at their level of attainment across the English curriculum. 

The Board acknowledges the work, dedication and collegiality of all staff members in providing a 

positive and supportive learning environment for our pupils. 

 

 

Area 2   Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection activity 
to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.           

We have noted the recommendations of this report, and we will act in accordance with the 

suggestions made. 

Planning for pupils with identified needs remains a focus for Mainstream and Special Education 

Teachers. Through the continued interpretation of the findings of a variety of assessment tools, we 

will ensure that teaching and learning are informed by specific targets on an individual basis for 

each pupil, particularly for those pupils with Special Education Needs 

As part of our DEIS Plan, we will continue to create opportunities for pupils to develop oral language, 

using living charts for the development of vocabulary. Pupils will be encouraged to bring vocabulary 

from the breadth of their lived experiences as well as vocabulary introduced through language 

lessons. 



Through conversation and reflection, each pupil will be guided to make links between the 

learning in the support setting and the learning in the mainstream classroom. Additional 

emphasis will also be placed on self-assessment and the pupil voice, both in the mainstream 

and support settings. Pupils will be asked to elaborate on insights which emerged during 

lessons and these insights will form the basis for the beginning of the next lesson. The 

recording of pupils' insights and observations will be developed during language lessons at all 

levels and in all settings. 

We will continue to encourage improvements in attendance as part of our DEIS Plan. We will also 

continue in the successful implementation of initiatives to support pupils and parents for whom 

English is an additional language. 
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