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Hi
Pleas find a few comments re the consultation re Atlantic salmon exploitation in Ireland

It is a concern that sea survival of smolt to adult is under stress in the ocean. It is also of concern

and interest that the trophic level energy flows within the ocean are altered and apparently
reduced.

Hopefully given time, which | know we don't have much of, salmon will evolve to adapt provided
they are enabled to survive through out their whole life cycle from ova fertilization, deposition of
ova in gravel redds to fry , parr, smolt, post smolt, returning adult and spawning fish. Therefore it
would be sensible to ensure adult fish are allowed to spawn naturally. Precautionary controls such
as enabling survival by banning commercial fishing and limiting angling harvest would make good
ecological sense. | am of the view that maintaining rivers as nursery and spawning areas for
salmon is also key. Therefore despite the issues with sea survival turning a blind eye to river
protection could only compound the problem.

Very few salmon anglers catch a lot of salmon! Therefore it would be sensible to reduce the
harvest to 3 as suggested in the original consultation response as that would also enable a larger
number of anglers to catch a fish or two...which would be enough of an incentive to maintain

angling practices and angling communities as a shared resource. Catch and release should be
widely encouraged.

| would be interested to know if the fishery experts within salmon watch Ireland have similar views.
| hope you find my comments useful

Best regards you and to the salmon world



