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I resubmit my initial submission below. I'd like to state that | am totally against any changes being
made in relation to C&R or tag quantities. | feel it is strict enough already

| have only regular client that travels to the Moy to fish with me, he's only really able to fish the worm
and doesn't fish the Boyne in fear that he would catch a fish and get in trouble.
What's he to do now as well as others like him both young and old?

A massive amount of time, money, dedication and all the rest go into salmon fishing in order to have a
bit of success

Why is the angler expected to take on a huge expense of time/money for his hobby when there are
boats both close to the coast and further offshore are taking god knows how many? Not to mention
seals birds etc

The angler is made feel like he is some sort of criminal for taking part in a worthy pastime that is
deeply ingrained in our culture and history.

| certainly feel no guilt for taking a spring salmon and fully respect these fish when | do
Please consider all of the below and thank you for taking time to read through all of the submissions
1. Introduction

[ am a 34 year old salmon fisherman.

My whole life has been spent fishing for salmon and it’s all I know.

At the age of 20 I moved to Foxford and have worked full time as a ghillie for Mount Falcon
and freelance guiding in the west of Ireland and casting instruction since then. I've given up a

‘normal’ life in pursuit of salmon angling and it’s been thrown away essentially upon reading
the new proposed regulations.

Angling tourism is a massive part of life in the west of Ireland and many including myself
would be greatly impacted by its decline

Not only from an economic perspective but from a cultural and social one.



I spend a lot of time with people whose only escape in life is to go fishing the worm on the
Moy, as they may not be mobile enough to fish anything else. This is now being proposed to be
taken away for most of the year and greatly restricted for the rest of it

I strongly disagree with any restrictions beyond what’s already in place, to restrict an angler
from taking a spring salmon is something I cannot get on board with. This is a game sport and
keeping a fish is part of it, that’s an inconvenient truth that many C&R obsessed virtue
signallers fail to see.

It’s part of our Irish culture and I'm extremely proud to be a part of that, to see it taken away
with a lack of data to back this decision is extremely disappointing

The River Moy in particular lends itself to bait fishing and spinning due to its nature since the
drainage scheme and in my opinion, having extensive experience of fishing here, this does not
lend itself well to C&R fishing and will see a major decline in tourism and interest

I have also seen in recent years the numbers of fish and quality of those fish when boats were
furloughed during Covid lockdowns. This clearly shows the issue is at sea and is not being
adequately dealt with

The number alone don’t point towards nets but the bigger grilse in the Moy were there in
numbers [ have never seen before, these bigger fish are the ones that don’t make it through
nets so clearly that was the issue

I could task the top anglers in the country to descend upon the Moy and try to make a dent in
the salmon stocks using rod and line and the impact would be so little it would be
immeasurable.

With rod angling, salmon populations on bigger rivers in particular are entirely self
sustainable, meaning that in order to catch a lot of fish there needs to be an awful lot there.
You cannot (with a rod) catch a % high enough of what's there to impact stocks significantly.
I have seen this countless times and it’s plain to be seen for anyone on the ground with a
logical unbiased view on things

I cannot understand how anglers are being punished around the country for the decline in
salmon numbers especially while big contributors to their decline go on as normal

Closing rivers only removes eyes that deter poachers, rivers such as the Boyne among others
have many caring anglers and clubs and the payout for that care is to close the river. It makes
absolutely no sense

I have fished many C&R only rivers and seen how little difference it makes. Once spending an
entire week on the Dee in Scotland without even seeing a fish, this was after 20 years of
mandatory C&R fishing.

Same thing on the Finn and every other river. The angler is not the problem and never will be

See below information that I have taken from another angler and agree with

1. Concerns Regarding IFI's Proposed Brown Tag Scheme

The draft proposals include the introduction of a brown tag system for the River Moy, under
which 1,044 tags would be allocated by lottery for the 2026 season.

This figure is wholly inconsistent with recent years:

e 2024:5/421
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e« 2025:6,411 (an increase on 2024)

e 2026 (IFI proposal): 1,044
An 80%+ reduction in a single year calls into question the validity, transparency, and
reliability of the data and modelling used to produce this estimate.

2. Inaccuracy of Counting Methodology

IFI relies mainly on two data sources to determine river status:
o Anglers’ logbook returns
o Fish counters (where installed)

Both methods have significant shortcomings

3.1 Logbook Return Rates
IFI’s own statistics show persistently low logbook return rates:
e 48.7%in 2024
o Highestsince 2019: 57.7%
This means that all figures derived from logbook data contain a minimum margin of

inaccuracy of 42.3%, before accounting for illegible entries, incomplete details, or weather-
affected submissions.

Additionally, during the 2025 season the River Moy was closed on multiple occasions due to
low water and high temperatures, resulting in several weeks of no angling and therefore no

reported catches. It is unclear whether IFI has fully accounted for this when interpreting
2025 data.

3.2 Fish Counters on the River Moy
The River Moy has four counters located in Ballina, but they capture only a partial count of
migrating salmon.
Key issues include:

« Intermittent operational reliability

« Counters do not span the full width of the river

o The Queens Gap (approx. 8-10 metres wide) is entirely uncounted

o IFI has acknowledged that most salmon use the Queens Gap
As a result, the majority of migrating salmon are not recorded. This significantly undermines
stock assessment accuracy and any regulations derived from such incomplete data.

4. Absence of Essential Supporting Data
Several important data gaps remain unaddressed:
o The TEGOS report for the 2025 season has not yet been published. Without this
report, IFI cannot credibly claim to have presented a complete evidence base for 2026.

o Electrofishing surveys appear to have been conducted on all salmon rivers except:
o The River Moy

o The Corrib (Galway)
o Three other rivers listed in the proposal

No explanation has been provided for these omissions. These gaps fuel wider concern about
incomplete data collection on the Moy catchment.
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5. Availability of Modern, Accurate Technologies

Many international fisheries jurisdictions—including Scotland, Alaska, and Canada—use
modern sonar-based counting systems that provide highly accurate, real-time assessments.
These technologies have transformed salmon management and enabled genuinely evidence-
based decision-making.

For several years, stakeholders across the Moy system have repeatedly requested installation
of sonar counters. Yet IFI has not deployed sonar on the river.

Accurate sonar data would eliminate many of the uncertainties and disputes currently
surrounding the Moy.

6. Impact on Anglers, Tourism, and the Local Economy
IFI's draft proposals include:
o 3 tags per state licence
o Catch & Release (C&R) from 1 Feb-31 May
o C&R from 1-30 September
o No worm fishing
« Single/double barbless hooks only
« Brown tag requirement for harvesting a fish from 1 June- 31 August

My Position
« no change to number of tags
o Reject C&R from 1 February - 31 May
« Strongly oppose introduction of a brown tag fishery on the River Moy (1 June - 31
August)

This period represents the main grilse run and is the peak season for both local anglers and
visiting tourists, activity on which many local businesses depend.

IFI's proposal would:
o Reduce an angler’s catchable limit by approximately 70%, due to the removal of 7
tags compared with the 2025 season.
« Shorten the harvestable season by five months, representing a 60%
reduction compared with 2025.
Angling contributes significantly to the Irish economy:
« €800 million to €1 billion annually
o €200 million from visiting anglers
o Supports ~11,000 jobs, mostly in rural areas
IFI's draft contains no economic impact assessment, which is a serious omission.

7. Requests and Recommendations

7.1 Immediate Requests

[ respectfully request that the Department and IFI:

® Withdraw the proposed brown tag requirement for the River Moy (1 June - 31 August).
@ Base conservation measures on reliable, modern, and scientifically robust data.

@ Review and implement alternative management approaches where appropriate.
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7.2 Long-Term Recommendations

Regardless of the outcome of this consultation, I respectfully recommend the following long-
term measures:

« Install sonar fish counters on the River Moy in early 2026

This would significantly improve the accuracy of stock assessments and help restore
confidence among anglers, tourism operators, and local communities. Modern sonar systems
provide reliable, real-time data and are widely used in other leading fisheries jurisdictions.

» Implement effective cormorant and seal management measures

These predators continue to have a substantial impact on both juvenile and adult salmon
within the Moy system and the estuary. A balanced, science-based management programme is
essential to protect vulnerable salmon stocks.

« Introduce a robust national crackdown on pollution

Water quality is critical for the survival, health, and recruitment of both juvenile and adult
salmon. Stronger enforcement against agricultural, industrial, and municipal pollution—
combined with regular monitoring—is vital to ensure Ireland’s rivers achieve and maintain
“excellent” ecological status.

e Increase coastal patrols to address illegal fishing at sea

Illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing continues to pose a serious threat to salmon
entering Irish rivers. Enhanced patrols, improved detection technologies, and stricter
enforcement would help ensure that marine exploitation does not undermine in-river
conservation efforts.
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