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The Chair welcomed attendees to the twelfth meeting of the National Counter 

Disinformation Strategy Working Group, which was held in person.  

1. NYCI Presentation 

Paul gave a presentation on behalf of the National Youth Council of Ireland on “Young 

people, trust in institutions and disinformation”.  



Notwithstanding that young people spend a lot of time online, they have a complex 

relationship with social media, finding it challenging. Young people feel that traditional 

media misrepresents them so they get news and views from social media more than 

traditional media. 

It was stated that young people are most likely to have confidence in their ability to spot 

disinformation, but least likely to detect the material. A study using a misinformation 

identification tool developed by the University of Cambridge was mentioned.  

It was stated that youth workers are reporting the impact of misogynistic influencers on 

young men, with a reported rise in hate directed at women, including female youth workers. 

The impact of intergenerational inequality on young people was also highlighted as a 

potential reason for distrust in institutions such as traditional media. 

Luke O’Gorman, a NYCI Local Champion and member of Coimisiún na Meán’s advisory 

committee, gave his perspective, in particular that young people are often more influenced 

by video messaging rather than more traditional forms of media. He cited public information 

videos by An Coimisiún Toghcháin on the recent referenda as a good example of engaging 

content about a public policy matter.  

He also mentioned the desire for a seamless online experience among young people and that 

they are very unlikely to change platforms to follow a link or find out more about a topic. He 

stated that an informed and educated population with good media literacy skills is one of the 

best defences against disinformation. 

2. Draft minutes of 11th WG meeting  

The minutes of February’s meeting were approved for publication. 

3. Revised Report of the Consultation Forum 

A further small change was identified so a final revised version will be circulated.  

4. Publication of OECD Mis and Disinformation Hub report 

Secretariat updated on the launch of the OECD’s recent report “Facts not Fakes: Tackling 

Disinformation, Strengthening Information Integrity”.  Secretariat discussed potential for 

working with the OECD on the strategy in terms of engaging on any research strategy or 

other possible supports. 

5. 2nd draft of Strategy for discussion 

The Secretariat thanked all Working Group members for their feedback. Secretariat noted 

that Q2 was now the target timeframe for publication of the final strategy. 



There was discussion of the structure of the document as well as individual 

recommendations.  

Working group members suggested editorial improvements regarding the grouping of 

recommendations by theme, the use of graphics to make complex sections of text clearer, a 

more concise introduction and some more prominence given to detail on Foreign 

Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI).Other specific points around wording 

were raised. Secretariat undertook to liaise further with working group members.  

There was also discussion on how to include specific vulnerable or at risk groups that may 

require more tailored support to tackle disinformation, and suggestions for a subtitle were 

welcomed. 

6. Agreement of recommendations and next steps 

Working Group members were encouraged to respond with suggested text or general 

comments to the second draft of the strategy.  

7. AOB 

There were no other matters arising. 
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