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Mr. Paschal Donohoe, T.D.,
Minister for Finance, RECEIVED
Department of Finance, OIFIG AN RUNAI AIRE
Government Buildings, ,
Upper Merrion Street,
Dublin 02 R583.
Dear Minister,

At the adjourned April meeting of the Council the members passed the following resolution:

“I am asking Clare County Council to write to the Taoiseach, Minister for Finance and the
Minister for Social Protection, to prioritise that the carers allowance is no longer means tested
after the 2021 budget. Given that the majority of carers are female and the fact that carer’s
allowance is means tested a huge amount of women don’t receive any money due to their
partners earnings.

This means that women carers are reliant on their husband or partner for financial support
with no support from the state. This is a throw back to the 1800’s when women were not
recognised by society for their contributions or value to the state. Carers are saving the state
millions for this service with no recognition. The carers allowance should be provided to the
carer regardless of their partners income, as that is their only means of income.

Why is it that the carers allowance is means tested but the children’s allowance is universal?
Is one not as important as the other? I would like the Ministers and the Taoiseach to answer
these questions.

I would also like that this motion is circulated to all councils across Ireland to show solidarity
and support for all carers.”

An Roinn Seirbhisi Corparaideach Corporate Services Department
Stiarthoireacht Airgeadais agus Seirbhisi Tacaiochta Finance and Support Services Directorate

Aras Contae an Chlair, Béthar Nua, Inis, Co. an Chlair, V95 DXP2 Aras Contae an Chlair, New Road, Ennis, Co. Clare, V95 DXP2




The Council would appreciate a reply in due course.

Yours sincerely,

Gers /éfvm;é: .,

Ann Reynolds,

Senior Executive Officer,

Corporate Services Department,

Finance and Support Services Directorate.




