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Update of the Infrastructure Guidelines Capital Spending Requirements

Background

1. The purpose of this Circular is to notify Departments and Offices that the capital
appraisal guidelines for Exchequer funded investment proposals, ‘Public Spending
Code: A Guide to Evaluating, Planning and Managing Public Investment’ have been
replaced and superseded by the ‘Infrastructure Guidelines’. These guidelines,
published in December 2023, set out;

a. the value for money requirements for the evaluation, planning and
management of public investments;

b. the roles and responsibilities for Accounting Officers, Approving Authorities
and Sponsoring Agencies; and

c. detail on the requirements at each stage of the project lifecycle.

2. Itis a matter for each Accounting Officer to ensure that processes in place in his/her
Department/Body and associated agencies are appropriate to:

- Ensure compliance with the Infrastructure Guidelines
- Manage Capital budgets overall
- Manage budgets at individual project level.

3. As part of this, it is the role of each Department/Office as the relevant funding
Department to implement the revised guidelines set out in this circular for projects
within its sector.

4. On 28 March 2023, the Government were informed of changes to the capital
appraisal guidelines arising out of recommendations set out in a review of the Public
Spending Code undertaken by Government officials. The purpose of the review was
to clarify the roles and responsibilities of key actors within the Public Spending Code
and the upcoming Infrastructure Guidelines, and to streamline the process to best
match the realities of project development.

5. On 29 March 2023, Circular 06/23 was issued from the Department of Public
Expenditure, NDP Delivery and Reform updating the Public Spending Code capital
appraisal guidelines and notifying Departments and Offices of key changes to the
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guidelines including an increase to thresholds for major projects and the requirement
for major projects at different stages in the project lifecycle.

This circular brings into effect, from 1 January 2024, the replacement of the Public
Spending Code with a new set of Infrastructure Guidelines, published in December
2023.

Purpose

The purpose of this circular is to inform Departments and Offices that the Public
Spending Code capital appraisal guidelines have been replaced by the Infrastructure
Guidelines, published in December 2023.

All of the Infrastructure Guidelines material available referred to above is available
for reference at:  https://lwww.gov.ie/en/collection/e8040-infrastructure-
guidelines/

This Circular is relevant to all public bodies involved in activities related to the
evaluation, planning and management of public expenditure. In particular, all
managers with responsibility for an area of public expenditure must ensure
adherence to the Infrastructure Guidelines.

Objective and Application of the Infrastructure Guidelines

10.

11.

12.

The Infrastructure Guidelines provides details of the obligations that those
responsible for spending public money are obliged to adhere to as well as guidance
material on how to comply with those obligations. The present update relates to the
requirements for evaluating, planning and managing public investment proposals.

The Infrastructure Guidelines is designed to ensure that the State gets the best
possible value for the resources at its disposal. The requirements in the Infrastructure
Guidelines are based on employing good practices at all stages of the expenditure
lifecycle.

All Government Departments, local authorities, the Health Service Executive, public
bodies, and all bodies in receipt of public funding must comply, as appropriate, with
the relevant requirements of the Infrastructure Guidelines. In the case of State
companies, the Board of each must satisfy itself annually that the Company is in full
compliance with the Infrastructure Guidelines.



Effective Date

13. The requirements of the updated Infrastructure Guidelines apply with effect from 1
January 2024.

14. All new public investment proposals from 1 January 2024 onwards should
accordingly comply with the Infrastructure Guidelines. For public investment
proposals, which are already progressing through the project expenditure lifecycle,
Sponsoring Agencies and Approving Authorities should ensure that these comply
with the requirements in the updated guidance as they move forward and in particular
as they reach the next relevant Approval Gate.

Dissemination and Implementation
15. You are requested to bring this circular to the attention of —

a) All staff in your Department who might be involved in the evaluation, planning
and management of public expenditure; and

b) All public bodies under the aegis of your Department; and to ensure that
arrangements are put in place to implement its terms in the areas under the
aegis of your Department.

Enquiries

16. Enquires in relation to this circular can be addressed to the National Investment
Office (NIO), Department of Public Expenditure, NDP Deliveryand Reform, telephone
+353 1 6767571, LocCall: 1890 661010 or email nio@per.gov.ie
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