Children First Act 2015
Department of Finance Annual Compliance Report
2021

This report is in accordance with the Department’s Sectoral Implementation Plan, dated March 2018,
which provides, at Section 3.12, for an Annual Compliance Report to be prepared and submitted to
the Executive Board and the Minister for Finance.

1.

Relevant services provided by the Department of Finance

The Department does not provide relevant services directly to children. However, it may
occasionally employ staff who are under the age of 18. In addition, the Department supports the
development of the potential of children by facilitating the placement of Transition Year (TY)
students for short unpaid periods of work experience within the Department. These TY students
are usually under 18 years of age. The Department is committed to safeguarding all children
working or training in the Department, in line with Children First Act 2015 and Children First:
National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children.

Review of the Department’s Children First Documentation

In 2021, the Department reviewed its Children First documentation and discussed the proposed
updates with the Children First Departmental Implementation Group. An updated Child
Safeguarding Statement was published online and it along with the updated Reporting Protocol
were made available on the Hub. In addition, a reminder issued to staff on the obligations under
the Children First Act 2015, providing a link to the documents on the Hub. The Sectoral
Implementation Plan was also reviewed.

Department’s designated liaison persons
David Gray was appointed by the Secretary General as Designated Liaison Person in July 2021,
following the retirement of Liz Doyle.

Ronan Nestor was appointed as Deputy Designated Liaison Person in November 2020.

Transition Year placements in 2021
There were no transition placements in the Department during 2021 due to Covid-19.

Training Provided
The Tusla online training remained available to all staff in 2021. No specific training initiatives were
undertaken in respect of Children First in 2021.

Reports to Tusla
The Department, through its DLP or Deputy DLP, did not submit any reports to Tusla in 2021.

Attendance at the Children First Inter-Departmental Implementation Group
The Department was represented at the meetings of the CFIDIG in March and October 2021.

Notifications to Bodies Under the Aegis
Three notifications issued during 2021 —in relation to the requirement for Bodies under the Aegis
to review and revise child safeguarding statements in Appendix 1 of the Department’s Sectoral



Implementation Plan; the Supporting Children Campaign; and a notification of the Children First
Awareness Week to remind any organisation working with children and young people, of our
collective responsibility to keep them safe in our communities.

Children First Departmental Implementation Group
No meetings of the group took place in 2021 due to the Department not placing any transition
year students and Covid-19 restrictions in place.
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