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From: . o _

Sent: Tuesday 3 March 2026 18:00

To: 3
Subject: Submission No. 2 03.03.2026

Attachments: AAP.Reilly Submission No.2 03.03.2026.docx

‘cauTioN: This eMail originated from outside your organisation and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not click on any links or open
‘any attachments unless you recognise the sender or are expecting the emait and know that the content is safe. If you are in any doubt, |
please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk.

Towhom it concerns,

Please find attached our submission in support of our original submission which as of yet continues
to remain unanswered.

Should any further information be required we are happy to engage in a constructive manner for the
betterment of the River Blackwater and its people.

Dacardgs,

A o
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Inland Fisheries Section
Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment

Subject: Follow-Up on Submission Regarding the Wild Saimon & Sea Trout Tagging
Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2025

To whom it may concern,

We write further to our correspondence of 18 December 2025 regarding the proposed Wild
Salmon & Sea Trout Tagging Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2025. As of today's date, we have
received no acknowledgement or response from Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFl).

We wish to restate the key issues raised in our original submission, which remain unaddressed:

1. Consultation Timeframe
The imposed timeframe was arbitrary and restrictive, preventing meaningful engagement
with owners, licence holders, and fishermen on the Blackwater River. This was then
followed by a secondary consultation process which was subsequently set up with little to
none of the issues raised in the initial consultation correspondence clarified.
2. Clarity of IFl Position ' '
The communication issued on 24 November 2025 presented a position which was later
contradicted by information from within the fishing community. This inconsistency has
caused significant concern and uncertainty.
We continue to request formal clarification as to whether the position stated in that letter
can be relied upon by owners in preparing for the 2026 season.
3. Scientific Basis for IFI Decisions
We asked for:
o The most recent data underpinning the Conservation Limit (CL) calculation.
o Dates, locations, and number of Catchment Wide Electrofishing (CWEF) surveys
undertaken.
o Confirmation that the data used is representative of the catchment as a whole.
4. Consistency and Fairness in Regulation
We emphasised that no regulatory distinction between commercial netting and rod
angling can be justified without robust scientific evidence.
5. Catch-and-Release Concerns
We asked IFl to provide scientific data demonstrating that catch-and-release practices are
not harmful to fish populations. No such information has been supplied to date.
6. Request for Meeting
We proposed that a meeting with owners, licence holders, fishermen, and/or their

representatives be scheduled in early January to openly discuss the issues and position of
all parties.
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Despite the seriousness and urgency of these matters, IFl has not provided any response to
any of the issues listed.

This lack of engagement is now a matter of significant concern to us.

We must therefore formally state that in our view the consultation process is deeply flawed in
the absence of timely, transparent, and substantive responses from IFl. A consultation cannot be
regarded as credible if All stakeholders’ questions remain unanswered which is the case here.

For the forthcoming 2026 season we would request that there should be no changes to the
position that applied to the 2025 year and that no amendments be passed or signed for future
years until the IFI engages constructively with the fishermen, licence and property owners
formally and in good faith. To date, there appears to be an unwillingness from IFi to do this.

Regretfully, we must state now that the consultation process is in fact a misrepresentation of
what has happened to date since last November 2025 with the IFI. It is our view that in all
probability the decision has already been made to close the Biackwater despite it being
unfounded in any recent credible scientific information.

On that basis ,we must now question as to whether the IF! is in fact an organisation that is true
and credible to what it says is its guiding principles of conservation/management and
development of Ireland's inland fisheries.

This regretfully then raises the question as to whether the organisation may actually need a full
and complete overhaul in its structure and management before a decision of this magnitude can
be made.

The lives of a small but proud group of net fishermen undertaking a type of fishing that has been
handed down from generation to generation is something whose heritage we should all be
promoting and not unjustifiably banning due to a subjective IFl view that the river is now
unmanageable, which we also now totally reject.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Original letter below.

Yours sincerely,



Submision No.1. \\0

To: Inland Fisheries Section, Dept of Climate, Energy and the Environment
Date: 18 December 2025

Subject: Wild Salmon & Sea Trout tagging Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2025.

To whom it may concern,

We write to you as Owners and Licence holders (1 Draft & 3 Snap nets) on the
Blackwater River to express our deep concern regarding the manner in which the
above mentioned issue is being handled for the forth coming 2026 season.

In the first instance we would point out that an arbitrary timeframe and durations
have been imposed on Owners, licensee’s and fishermen alike which is making it
very hard to have a meaningful dialogue regarding the particular issues on the
Blackwater. While these issues are and have been widely known for years ,in our
opinion they have not been actively and constructively managed.

| would also like to point out that we as Owners did receive a communique from the
Inland Fisheries on the 24" of November which inferred that Commercial netting on
the Blackwater River was due to be sanctioned albeit with a reduced duration to
apply from the 1%t of June to the 315 of July 2026. Subsequent to this, a fisherman
of the Blackwater river informed us that the letter in question referenced here was
not actually reflective of the true position of inland fisheries for the 2026 season. This
we must say we found to be very concerning on the basis that a letter was sent to us
as Private Property owners inferring a particular position of IFI which was potentially
contrary to the true position of the IFI in this matter.

In this regard we would first off ask as to whether we as owners of the fishery can
rely on the position as stated in this letter of the 24.11.2026. | have attached a copy
of the letter to this E-mail for your reference. Please also note at this moment we
consider this to be the official position of the IF| for the coming year and as such we
are preparing for the season ahead on that basis.

Please note because of the above events and uncertainty around the matter, we
attended a meeting held on 11 December 2025 in Villierstown , Co. Waterford to
listen to and to raise our concerns regarding this issue.

Attendees at this meeting on the night we found to be honest, determined, and
unified in their desire to continue fishing and to fight for their rights to fish on the
Blackwater in 2026 and every year thereafter. We, as Private Property owners and
Licence holders will support this position throughout as our family consider this issue
to be far more than just a commercial issue. This, as far as we are concerned, goes
to the very heart of what we as a community and a nation wish to leave for future
generations to come. In this regard rest assured that we will work tirelessly to ensure
that future generations to come will be passed on something that they can be proud
of and also in knowing that their family were a part of maintaining this unique
heritage that is river net fishing.

The alternative to this is that we “leave it to wither on the vine” due to inaction and
the lack of willingness by stakeholders to engage and actively resolve the issues of
concern. Please note this is something that we as Private Property owners will not
accept happening under our stewardship.

That all said, we now believe it is essential to highlight all the issues openly and to
have them discussed in a frank and constructive manner. We are of the opinion that
all stakeholders must be given the opportunity to contribute so as all parties are
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working towards a common goal and what is best for the river and the people who
engage with it.

In this regard, we in the first instance, request that no amendment be passed or
signed by anyone until the clarification of the true position of the IFl is relayed
formally to us.

We would also suggest that a date be set for a meeting with the owners, licence
holders and fishermen and/or their representatives in early January where the issues
and position of all parties and stakeholders can be discussed.

At this meeting we would urge the IFl to be open in their engagement and to
demonstrate a genuine commitment to the River Blackwater by in the first instance,
providing the most up to date data available along with confirmation of when this
relevant data was obtained to compute the Conservation limit (CL) of (97%). We
would also request information on the number of Catchment Wide Electro Fishing
(CWEF) surveys that have been undertaken along with the locations and dates of
where and when these were carried out. Our view on this is that without a
representative sample size big enough to pass as the basis of a sound scientific
survey the position as presented cannot actually be reflective of the true position of
the catchment as a whole.

Finally, we would ask the IF| to engage meaningfully with all stakeholders, to ensure
fair and consistent regulation across all fishing practices. In our opinion, failure to do
so risks irreparable damage to this heritage resource, leaving both commercial and
rod operators and the wider community at a loss.

Please also note that in that regard we are strongly of the opinion that there should
be no differentiation between what applies to the commercial netting and what
applies to the rod community in any season on the river Blackwater. Our opinion is
that the river Blackwater is either fishable or it is not, but this has to be based on
sound information that stands up to scrutiny and interrogation of the most recent and
relevant data.

Please finally note that it is our view that a catch and release policy (applicable to rod
and not net ) is a policy that is ultimately self-defeating in terms of the overall
aspiration for the preservation of the stock . We would argue that without credible
scientific evidence to prove that catch and release is_not detrimental to the fish
population a policy of catch and release cannot justifiably be considered or
implemented .Should IFI have any scientific data supporting the view that catch and
release is not injurious/fatal to a fish population we would again ask that it be
circulated or made available to us to appease our concerns on this particular major
issue.

We look forward to your detailed response and to ongoing constructive engagement
which we would encourage for the betterment of the Blackwater River and its
surrounding areas.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter which is an issue of great
importance to us and many other families who have and will always have an affinity
and love of the River Blackwater.

Yours sincerely,



