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1. In calculating the area of trees that are windblown, can individual trees within 
an area of standing trees beside an area of windblown trees be added to the 
total area of windblown trees? 
In assessing the proportion of a plot that has been windblown, this can include 
discrete areas windblown and individual trees windblown.  It may also include 
individual trees felled or to be felled to gain access for harvesting and 
forwarding machinery.  Note a windblown tree for the purposes of the scheme 
is any tree uprooted, partially uprooted or snapped.  
 

2. Are areas that were left unplanted for ABE make up part of the eligible area 
for a grant claim? 
The scheme provides grant aid for the replanting of lands affected by windblow. 
Unlike the afforestation scheme where some large habitat areas may be eligible 
for grant aid, such as areas setback from houses, the Reconstitution Scheme for 
Windblow Scheme 2026 grant aids the treated area, in the similar way that 
grant aid is provided for the Reconstitution Ash Dieback Scheme.  As per the 
ash dieback scheme some flexibility is afforded and this is detailed in Page 
10,11 and 12. 

3. Do ‘de minimis’ rules apply? 
De Minimis rules do not apply to this scheme. There are no De Minimis 
payments or elements contained with the scheme. 
 

4. If we are replanting with conifer high forest (i.e. less than 20% broadleaf) can 
we claim a deer fencing grant or a grant for deer shelters? 
There is an additional grant for deer fencing for broadleaf and for mixed high 
forest applications. Conifer high forest applications are not eligible for this 
grant. However, the costs of any tree shelter or deer fencing put in place in a 
conifer high forest is an allowable cost as part of the replanting costs.     

5. On iNET iFORIS a Storm Damage Layer - February 2025 layer is available with 
blue polygons identifying wind damaged forest areas. These blue polygons do 
not accurately reflect the windblown area in my forest, do I have to use these 
data? 
The iNET iFORIS Storm Damage Layer - February 2025 layer does not need to 
be used to delimit wind damaged areas for the purposes of the Reconstitution 
Scheme for Windblow.  Damage areas mapped and available in the iNET iFORIS 
a Storm Damage Layer were delineated to help determine the total forest area 
affected by windblow nationally and may not accurately represent wind 
damage forest at an individual forest property or at plot level.  The onus is on 
the Registered Forester to survey damaged forest areas (and replanting areas) 
as accurately as possible and supply the maps required for Scheme applications. 
Registered Foresters should support area based claims, where necessary, and 



where up to date imagery is not available from DAFM’s iNET systems, with 
other evidence such as 3rd party high resolution satellite, aerial or drone imagery 
that clearly identifies wind damaged forest areas. 

6. What do I do if I want to change replanting species to what is on my felling 
licence? 
Where a landowner wishes to change species from the felling licence species 
and is applying under this Reconstitution scheme they must fill in (as normal for 
all applications under this scheme) the species proposed for replanting as part 
of the scheme application.  It will then be for the Department to compare this 
with the relevant felling licence species and decide if that constitutes a material 
change or not and the next steps.  A material change will be determined based 
on various factors application area, sensitivity of location, species selected etc..   

7. I already (in accordance with my felling licence) finished the clearance, 
replanting and deer fencing, can I just apply for payment without applying for 
approval? 
No, even where work is complete you will still have to apply for the scheme, 
the application will be assessed, following assessment and if eligible an approval 
letter will issue and then you can apply for payment.   

8. If I don’t have a felling licence or my felling licence has expired can I just apply 
for the scheme and not apply for a felling licence? 
No.  It is essential that you have a felling licence. If you have not applied for a 
felling licence we advise that you apply straight away for a felling licence to 
clearfell and replant the area that at a minimum covers your Reconstitution 
application.      

 


