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Chair,

Ireland aligns with the statement by the European Union, and thanks Special Rapporteur
Lawlor for her work. Your report shows how failure to respond to the work of human rights
defenders hampers efforts to deliver the 2030 Agenda.

When individuals or organisations face threats, intimidation or reprisals when engaging with
States or international bodies, not only do they suffer, our collective efforts to uphold human
rights and progress the SDGs suffer also.

You starkly illustrate that across the SDGs, human rights defenders working towards their
implementation face coercion, violence and intimidation, and this is intentional and
intersecting. Women human rights defenders, journalists, those working on issues including
the environment, the rights of indigenous peoples and LGBTQI+ persons, and others are being
targeted and obstructed globally

Those responding to the threat of famine in Gaza have lost their lives. Those seeking
accountability for environmental damage are being silenced. Efforts to provide girls in
Afghanistan with an education are criminalized.

Your report too offers hope. We are struggling to progress the SDGs. But by illustrating the
inextricable relevance of human rights to the 2030 Agenda, you show how they can be a
powerful lever for transforming our world for the better.

Special Rapporteur, how can we better use data on the activities of human rights defenders to
accelerate progress on the SDGs, and how can we use the 2030 Agenda to integrate human
rights into our sustainable development policies?

Thank you.



