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Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to formally object to the proposed Draft Regulations for the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout
Tagging Scheme (Amendment) 2026.

My objection relates specifically to the management and conservation basis underpinning the
proposed amendments as they apply to the River Blackwater in County Cork.

The conservation limit for satmon stocks is intended to ensure that a sufficient number of spawning
fish escape the fishery to sustain and rebuild the stock. However, there is currently no operational
fish counter on the River Blackwater to accurately measure the number of salmon returning to the
system. In the absence of a functioning counter, or an equivalent robust and transparent stock
assessment mechanism, it is unclear how Inland Fisheries Ireland can confidently determine
whether the conservation limit has been achieved.

Without direct enumeration of returning fish, stock assessments must rely on indirect, modelled, or
inferential data. While such approaches may provide estimates, they do not offer the same degree of
certainty as empirical counts. This raises serious concerns as to whether management decisions
under the proposed amendment are being made on sufficiently reliable and verifiable evidence.

Before progressing with amendments to the tagging scheme as they relate to the River Blackwater, |
believe it is essential that:

o Aproperly functioning fish counter be installed, calibrated, and independently validated on
the river; or

o Clear, transparent, and independently verifiable data be published demonstrating how
conservation limits are being accurately calculated and met in the absence of a counter.

In addition, | wish to raise a further concern regarding the apparent absence of alternative stock-
support measures being considered prior to moving the river to a catch-and-release regime.

Specifically, | question why the reopening of the former salmon hatchery in Mallow, Co. Cork —
historically associated with the River Blackwater system — has not been formally examined or
publicly discussed as a potential conservation and stock enhancement measure before imposing
additional angling restrictions. If hatchery-based supplementation is not considered appropriate
under current policy, | believe this should be clearly explained, with the scientific rationale made
available to stakeholders.



If stock rebuilding is the objective, it is reasonable to ask whether all viable management tools —
including habitat improvement, predator management, enhanced monitoring, and, where
scientifically justified, hatchery support — have been properly evaluated before further restricting
lawful angling activity.

Conservation must remain the primary objective of salmon management. However, conservation
measures must also be demonstrably evidence-based, proportionate, and transparent.
Implementing regulatory changes without robust stock monitoring, and without clearly
demonstrating that all reasonable stock recovery options have been assessed, risks undermining
stakeholder confidence and may lead either to unnecessary restriction or, more seriously, to
insufficient protection of the stock.

In light of the above, | respectfully request that Inland Fisheries Ireland reconsider or defer the
proposed amendments insofar as they apply to the River Blackwater until reliable stock assessment
infrastructure is in place, supporting data are publicly available, and alternative stock-support
measures — including the potential reopening of the Mallow hatchery — have been properly
evaluated and communicated.

Thank you for considering this submission. | look forward to your response.

Kind Regards,



