al

From: . -
Sent: Fridav 27 Februarv 2026 16'51
To: i i

Cc: DCEE IFD Public Consultations
Subject: Salmonoid Angling Consulation

cm.mou Thls eMall ongmated from outsnde your orgamsatlon and the BTS Managed Desktop servnce Do not cllck on any llnks or open ]
any attachments unless you recogmse the sender or are expectlngthe emali and know that the content is safe If you are in any doubt
lplease contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk.

Dear Minister,

with respect to proposed river closures, and the current consultation (and assuming that a
submission from someone living in Nl is both appropriate and relevant, to this exercise), I’d
respectfully offer the following thoughts:

From the perspective of someone with a lifelong experience along our rivers, river closures very rarely
achieve the purpose envisaged of them, namely the conservation/restoral of otherwise low stocks of

migratory fish & | can’t really think of any examples in Ireland where population rebound has followed
a period of closure.

Rather than being a management tool with positive effect, the law of unintended consequence
frequently asserts itself and river closures oftentimes actually exacerbate problems associated with
illegal and/or unregulated stock exploitation and pollution monitoring, as the absence of legal and
responsible anglers removes a valuable — even vital - source of river monitoring & protection.

While | am not a strong advocate of compulsory ‘catch and release’ (given that the evidence of its
effect in bolstering populations is extremely patchy to say the least), | happily embrace catch &
release as a voluntary angling practice (it does at least, on the basis of available evidence, enjoy the
outcome of very low in-river fish mortality).

In short, in systems where populations are low, responsible anglers demonstrably exploit very few (if
any) fish that they catch and these fish survive the experience in the vast majority of occasions, so
low populations are not further exploited to any significant degree. Further, open rivers place anglers
along their length and river monitoring is significantly enhanced. Itis, in my view, a simple net gain.

The restoration of the wild atlantic salmon population throughout Ireland is something which is very
dear to my heart and there are, in my view and that of many others, much more pressing issues which
would have a positive impact in this regard, but perhaps those are matters which are the basis of a
discussion for another day.

In the meantime, I’d be delighted if my submission could be considered.

With best regards
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