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Abbreviations 
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Definitions 

Conservation limit: spawning stock level that produces long term average maximum sustainable 

yield as derived from the adult to adult stock and recruitment relationship. 

Draft-nets: consists of a wall of netting with a weighted foot rope and floated head rope. One 

end is held on the shore while the rest is paid out from a boat to enclose an area of water 

between two points on the shore. The net is then retrieved and any fish enclosed drawn up onto 

the shore. Draft-nets normally operate within estuaries. 

Maximum Sustainable Yield: maximum catch (yield) in numbers or mass that can be removed 

from a population over an indefinite period 

Snap-nets: Operated within estuaries in the Waterford and Lismore districts. The net is fished 

between two small boats or cots each fisherman holding both the head rope and lead rope in 

one hand and an oar in the other to control the direction of the boat and keep the net fishing 

between the boats. Fishing against the current in either the ebb or flowing tide, the net forms a 

bag projecting backwards against the tidal flow. A fish striking the net alerts the fishermen who 

then ‘snap’ the lead rope sharply upwards and over the head rope wrapping the fish in the bag. 
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Executive Summary  

The Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Draft Nets and Snap Nets) are amended each 

year by the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications following guidance 

from the Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) and the Technical Expert Group on Salmon (TEGOS) in 

order to determine catch quotas and fishing permissions across 144 salmonid rivers in Ireland.  

The updated regulations act in combination with the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging 

Scheme Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 585 of 2018) and associated Bye-laws regulating bag limits, 

catch and release rivers, closed rivers, sea trout conservation, and river specific measures. 

These regulations provide the basis for the legislation for the Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar and 

Sea Trout Salmo trutta trutta fishing season. 

As Atlantic Salmon are a Qualifying Interest of Natura 2000 sites, and the regulations have the 

potential to cause a significant effect on the conservation objectives of these sites, an 

appropriate assessment screening is required. 

The screening assess the potential for significant effect on Natura 2000 sites that may be 

directly or indirectly affected by the legislation. These QIs include Atlantic Salmon, as well as 

species that depend on them for their lifecycle such as Fresh Water Pearl Mussel Margaritifera 

margaritifera, or that may prey on them such as Otter Lutra lutra. The regulations were 

evaluated against the conservation objectives of each retained SAC, using best available 

scientific information and feedback from TEGOS. This is to ensure that the fishing activities 

would not be detrimental to the conservation objectives of each retained SAC. 

Following a review of the legislation and using the best available and most up to date scientific 

data at the time of writing, it has been concluded that significant effects on the Natura 2000 

sites as a result of the legislation are unlikely to occur. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

JBA Consulting Engineers and Scientists Ltd. (hereafter JBA) has been commissioned by 

Shirley O’Mahony of IFI to prepare an Appropriate Assessment Screening Report for the 

proposed 'Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2024' for 

2025 season. 

An Appropriate Assessment screening and if necessary, a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) to 

inform an Appropriate Assessment, are required to determine whether the proposed regulations 

are likely to have an adverse effect on the integrity of any Natura 2000 site, in light of the 

conservation objectives and best scientific knowledge, either alone or in combination with other 

plans or projects.  

Article 6(3) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the Conservation of Natural 

Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (as amended) (the “Habitats Directive”) requires that, any 

plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of European sites, 

but likely to have significant effects thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans 

or projects, shall be subject to AA of its implications for the European sites in view of their 

conservation objectives.  

1.2 Project Description 

1.2.1 Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme Regulations 2018 

The Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 585 of 2018) are 

amended by the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications each year 

following guidance from the IFI and the Technical Expert Group on Salmon (TEGOS) in order 

to determine catch quotas and fishing permissions across 144 salmonid rivers in Ireland.  

The amendments for 2025 update Schedule 2 and Schedule 4 of the regulations, establishing 

total allowable catch (TAC), open rivers, closed rivers, and catch and release (C&R) rivers. The 

aims of the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme are to provide a means of collecting 

accurate nominal catch statistics and estimates of Atlantic Salmon and Sea Trout stock 

exploitation. 

These regulations set out the TAC for salmonid rivers, which is shared between anglers and 

net fishers. 

1.2.2 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Draft Nets and Snap Nets) Bye-law No.  
XXXX, 2025 

This Bye-Law sets out the opening and closing dates (and hours) for the draft net and snap net 

Atlantic Salmon and Sea Trout (salmon includes sea trout as defined in the Inland Fisheries 

Act, 2010) commercial fishing season 2025, and prohibits draft net and snap net fishing for 

salmon and sea trout in all fishery districts except those mentioned in the Schedule to the Bye-

law.  
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The Bye-Law also prohibits the use of monofilament material in draft nets and snap nets, with 

the exception of the Blackwater (Munster) including Glenshelane and Finnisk where 

monofilament material in snap nets is permitted, and also in Cork Harbour and Castlemaine 

Harbour where monofilament material in draft nets is permitted. 

The regulations set the closed hours for snap net fishing during the period commencing at 6 

a.m. on any Saturday and ending at 6 a.m. on the following Monday, and for draft net fishing 

other than during the month of July, commencing at 6 a.m. on any Saturday and ending at 6 

a.m. on the following Tuesday, and during the month of July, commencing at 6 a.m. on any 

Saturday and ending at 6 a.m. on the following Monday.  

These regulations constitute a national Plan as defined by the Habitats Directive and therefore 

an Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening is required. This AA Screening aims to determine 

whether the regulations have a significant effect on Natura 2000 sites by allowing the removal 

of fish from the rivers.  

1.2.3 Salmon 

Atlantic Salmon, Salmo Salar, in Europe is assessed as Near Threatened coming close to 

meeting the threshold for Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List (Darwall 2022). In Ireland the 

populations have declined drastically from an estimated to 1.76 million in 1975 to 171,700 in 

2022 (IFI 2024b). The overall status of Atlantic Salmon in Ireland is assessed as Inadequate 

(NPWS 2019e; 2019f). Atlantic Salmon are listed in Annex II and V of the Habitats Directive and 

as such conservation and management measures are implemented.  

The North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation (NASCO) manages the protection and 

conservation of Atlantic Salmon and enables seven Governments and the European Union to 

co-operate to conserve wild Atlantic Salmon. Since 2007, rivers are managed on an individual 

basis setting conservation limits (CLs). However, there has been no significant changes in stock 

status since the development of the Implementation Plan (NASCO 2024). 

Population declines in Atlantic Salmon are attributed to a suite of possible factors including 

habitat degradation, predation, and at sea mortality, through exploitation (Dadswell et al. 2022). 

Atlantic Salmon have a complex lifecycle that includes both freshwater and marine habitats, 

spawning and developing in freshwater before carrying out a sea migration. Atlantic Salmon are 

philopatric by nature, and upon reaching maturity return annually to spawn in the rivers in which 

they originally hatched (Aas et al. 2010; Jonsson and Jonsson 2011).  

Atlantic Salmon fishing in Ireland has both a recreational and commercial aspect. The 'Wild 

Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2024' for 2025 season 

apply to both recreational and commercial aspects of the fishery. Anglers are not permitted to 

sell their catch and have strict limits on the number of fish they can harvest, with the TAC shared 

between the anglers and the commercial fisheries. The commercial fishery is strictly monitored, 

and enforcement is carried out when necessary.  

Over the 2007-2022 period for which catch data is available in a standardised manner, the TAC 

has varied from a low of 41,066 in 2022 to a high of 91,453 in 2011. Over that period Draft net 

catch as fluctuated from 3,055 in 2023 to 12,261 in 2010, and angling catch has fluctuated from 

lows of 17,009 in 2023 to 35,778 in 2008 (IFI 2024c). Whilst interannual variation in number of 
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fish is normal in Salmonid populations, there is an overall downward trend in TAC, and total 

number of Atlantic Salmon caught each year. 

The Technical Expert Group on Salmon (TEGOS) advise on Atlantic Salmon fisheries with 

regards to catch limits, and the nature of the fishing permissible in a river (TEGOS 2023). 

Assessments follow a NASCO precautionary principle (NASCO 1998) and use best scientific 

process and should demonstrate: 

• conservation limits are being or likely to be attained on an individual river basis; and 

• favourable conservation status is being attained within Special Areas of Conservation 

(SACs) and nationally as required under the Habitats Directive or otherwise (TEGOS 

2023). 

TEGOS stock assessment forecasts the average number of Atlantic Salmon likely to return 

using a Monte Carlo analysis with 75,000 iterations. It produces risk plots of the predicted 

recruits, CL and resulting surplus/ deficits in relation to a range of catch options for the river. 

The estimated recruits must exceed the CL if there is to be an allowable catch advised. A catch 

option which provides a 75% probability that the CL will be attained is advised. If returns are 

likely to be less than the CL, then harvest fishing is not advised (Gallagher 2024; White et al. 

2023). Although more needs to be done to give management considerations the means to 

encompass not only the fisheries management considerations presently accommodated by the 

current TEGOS methodology but also alternate population conservation objectives, expedient 

on other perceived effects, such as climate change, marine survival, heightened lentic and lotic 

water temperatures, and habitat degradation (White et al., 2023). 

1.2.4 Snap Nets 

The Snap-net fishery is operated within estuaries in the Waterford and Lismore districts only. 

The net, approximately 15 metres long and 2 to 3 metres deep, is fished between two small 

boats or “cots”. Each fisherman holds both the head rope and leaded foot rope in one hand and 

an oar in the other to control the direction of the boat and keep the net fishing between the 

boats. Fishing takes place while being carried on the ebb or flood tide. As the current carries 

the cots faster than the net the net forms a bag projecting backwards against the tidal flow. A 

fish striking the net alerts the fishermen who then “snap” the foot rope sharply upwards towards, 

and sometimes over, the head rope wrapping the fish in the bag (Collins, Malone, and White 

2006; “Snap Net Fishing,” n.d.). 

1.2.5 Draft Nets 

Draft-nets consist of a wall of netting attached to a weighted foot rope at the bottom and floated 

head rope at the top. One end is held on the shore while the rest is paid out from a boat to 

enclose an area of water between two points on the shore. The net is then retrieved and any 

fish enclosed drawn up onto the shore. Draft-nets normally operate within estuaries (Collins, 

Malone, and White 2006). 
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1.2.6 IFI 

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is responsible for the protection, management, and development 

of Ireland's inland fisheries and sea angling resources. IFI works to conserve fish populations 

and their habitats. This includes enforcing regulations to prevent illegal fishing and managing 

invasive species. They support the development of fisheries and angling infrastructure, 

enhancing access and facilities for anglers. IFI conducts scientific research to monitor fish 

stocks and aquatic ecosystems, providing data to inform management decisions. This then 

feeds back into the legislative context. IFI also collaborates with various stakeholders, including 

local communities, government agencies, and environmental organizations, to achieve their 

conservation and development goals and engages with the public through educational 

programs and initiatives to promote sustainable fishing practices and environmental 

stewardship. IFI’s legislative remit sits under the Inland Fisheries Act, 2010. 

1.3 Legislative Context 

Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora, known 

as the ‘Habitats Directive’ (European Commission 1992)- provides legal protection for habitats 

and species of European importance. Article 2 of the Directive requires the maintenance or 

restoration of habitats and species of European Community interest, at a favourable 

conservation status. Articles 3 - 9 provide the legislative means to protect habitats and species 

of Community interest through the establishment and conservation of an EU-wide network of 

sites known as Natura 2000 sites. Natura 2000 sites are Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) 

designated under the Habitats Directive and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated under 

the Conservation of Wild Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) (European Commission 2009).  

Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive set out the decision-making tests for plans or 

projects affecting Natura 2000 sites.  

Article 6(3) establishes the requirement for Appropriate Assessment:  

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but 

likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans 

or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of 

the site's conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the 

implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national 

authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not 

adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the 

opinion of the general public.”  

Article 6(4) deals with the steps that should be taken when it is determined, as a result of 

Appropriate Assessment, that a plan/project will adversely affect a European site. Issues 

dealing with alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding public interest and 

compensatory measures need to be addressed in such a case. 

Article 6(4) states:  

“If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of 

alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons 

of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the Member States 
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shall take all compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of Natura 

2000 is protected. It shall inform the Commission of the compensatory measures adopted.  

Where the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat type and / or a priority species, the 

only considerations which may be raised are those relating to human health or public safety, to 

beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment or, further to an opinion 

from the Commission to other imperative reasons of overriding public interest.”  

The requirements of Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive have been transposed into 

Irish legislation by means of inter alia the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 

Regulations 2011-2015 (S.I. No. 477 / 2011) as amended (S.I. No. 477/2011 - European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 2011). 

1.4 Appropriate Assessment Process 

Guidance on the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process was produced by the European 

Commission in 2002, which was subsequently developed into guidance specifically for Ireland 

by the NPWS and Planning Divisions of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local 

Government (DEHLG) (DEHLG 2010). Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) produced a 

Practice Note in 2021, PN01 - Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development 

Management (OPR 2021). These guidance documents identify a staged approach to 

conducting an AA, as shown in Figure 1-1. 

 

Figure 1-1: The Appropriate Assessment Process (from: Appropriate Assessment of Plans and 
Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Authorities, DEHLG, 2009) 

1.4.1 Stage 1 – Screening for AA 

The initial, screening stage of the Appropriate Assessment is to determine: 

• whether the proposed plan or project is directly connected with or necessary for the 

management of the European designated site for nature conservation (Natura 2000 site) 

• if it is likely to have a significant effect on the European designated site, either individually 

or in combination with other plans or projects. 

For those sites where, potential likely significant effects are identified, either alone or in 

combination with other plans or projects, further assessment is necessary to determine if the 

proposals will have an adverse impact on the integrity of a European designated site, in view of 

the site’s conservation objectives (i.e., the process proceeds to Stage 2). 
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1.4.2 Stage 2 – AA 

This stage requires a more in-depth evaluation of the plan or project, and the potential direct 

and indirect impacts of them on the integrity and interest features of the European designated 

site(s), alone and in-combination with other plans and projects, taking into account the site's 

conservation objectives. Where required, mitigation or avoidance measures will be suggested.  

The competent authority can only agree to the plan or project after having ascertained that it 

will not adversely affect the integrity of the site(s) concerned. If this cannot be determined, and 

where mitigation cannot be achieved, then alternative solutions will need to be considered (i.e., 

the process proceeds to Stage 3). 

1.4.3 Stage 3 – Alternative Solutions 

Where adverse impacts on the integrity of Natura 2000 sites are identified, and mitigation cannot 

be satisfactorily implemented, alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the plan or project 

that avoid adverse impacts need to be considered. If none can be found, the process proceeds 

to Stage 4. 

1.4.4 Stage 4 – IROPI 

Where adverse impacts of a plan or project on the integrity of Natura 2000 sites are identified 

and no alternative solutions exist, the plan will only be allowed to progress if imperative reasons 

of overriding public interest (IROPI) can be demonstrated. In this case compensatory measures 

will be required.  

The process only proceeds through each of the four stages for certain plans or projects. For 

example, for a plan or project, not connected with management of a site, but where no likely 

significant impacts are identified, the process stops at stage 1. Throughout the process, the 

precautionary principle must be applied, so that any uncertainties do not result in adverse 

impacts on a site. 

This report is in support of a Stage 1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment. 

1.4.5 Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) Rulings 

The CJEU has been asked to issue rulings on development plans, which are used to inform this 

assessment. 

The CJEU issued a ruling on the consideration of avoidance and reduction measures as a result 

of (People over Wind, Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta (C-323/17) 2018). This judgement 

stated that measures intended to reduce or avoid effects on a Natura 2000 site should only be 

considered within the framework of an Appropriate Assessment, and it is not permissible to take 

into account such measures at the screening stage.  

The CJEU ruling in (Grace & Sweetman (C-164/17) 2018) clarified the difference between 

avoidance and reduction (mitigation) measures and compensation. Measures intended to 

compensate for the negative effects of a project cannot be taken into account in the assessment 

of the implications of a project, and instead are considered under Article 6(4). This means that 

any project where an effect on the integrity of a Natura 2000 site remains and can only be offset 
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by compensation, would need to proceed under Article 6(4), demonstrating “imperative reasons 

of overriding public interest”. 

The CJEU ruling in the case of (Holohan v An Bord Pleanála (C-461/17) 2018) also clarified the 

importance in Appropriate Assessment of taking into account habitat types and species outside 

the boundary of the Natura 2000 site where implications of the impacts on those habitat and 

species may impact the conservation objectives of the Natura 2000 site. In this assessment 

functionally linked and supporting habitat for species outside of Natura 2000 sites are assessed 

where they could potentially impact the conservation objectives of any Natura 2000 sites within 

the zone of Influence (ZoI). 

More recently, the decision of the CJEU in (Eco Advocacy CLG Case (C‑721/21) 2023), 

delivered in June 2023, found that Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive must be interpreted as 

meaning that: “in order to determine whether it is necessary to carry out an appropriate 

assessment of the implications of a plan or project for a site, account may be taken of the 

features of that plan or project which involve the removal of contaminants and which therefore 

may have the effect of reducing the harmful effects of the plan or project on that site, where 

those features have been incorporated into that plan or project as standard features, inherent 

in such a plan or project, irrespective of any effect on the site.” (Para. 53(3) of the Judgement). 

The CJEU ruling in response to questions referred by the Irish High Court in the (Eco Advocacy 

CLG Case (C‑721/21) 2023) indicated that an applicant for permission in its AA screening 

report/and a decision maker in undertaking its AA screening can take into account “standard 

features”, i.e. all the constituent elements of that project inherent in it/elements that are 

incorporated into a projects design not with the aim of reducing its negative effects (even where 

these have the effect of reducing harmful effects on a European site). 

1.5 Methodology 

The Screening for Appropriate Assessment has been prepared having regard to the Birds 

and Habitats Directives, the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 

Regulations 2011-15 as amended and relevant jurisprudence of the EU and Irish courts. The 

following documents have also been used to provide guidance for the assessment:  

• (DEHLG 2010) Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland Guidance 

for Planning Authorities.  

• (European Commission 2019) Managing Natura 2000 sites — The provisions of 

Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC’ (2019) Official Journal of the 

European Union 33, 1-62.  

• (European Commission 2021b) - Guidance on strict protection of animal species 

of Community interest under the Habitats Directive. 

• (European Commission 2021a) Commission notice Assessment of plans and 

projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites – Methodological guidance on the 

provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC 2021/C 

437/01’ (2021) Official Journal of the European Union 437, 1-107.   

• (OPR 2021) - Office of the Planning Regulator (2021) OPR Practice Note PN01 - 

Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management (OPR, 2021). 
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1.5.1 Screening Methods 

This screening assessment uses the source-pathway-receptor (S-P-R) model as outlined in 

guidance (OPR 2021). Using the source-pathway-receptor model allows for the potential 

significant effects to be eliminated if no viable source, pathway, or receptor is present. 

The S-P-R method uses an examination of the construction methods or project description and 

allows sources of impact to be determined. The pathways for impact are also analysed to see 

if a functional pathway for impact is present. This report analyses three pathways: surface water, 

groundwater and land, using information gathered from desk sources (e.g. mapped qualifying 

interests from the Conservation Objectives for the site). If any of the three parts to the model 

are not present (source-pathway-receptor) the potential for a likely significant effect from the 

project on the Natura 2000 network can be discounted. 

1.5.2 Likely Significant Effect Test 

The test for AA screening is whether the project could have a likely significant effect on any 

Natura 2000 site. A likely significant effect is defined as any effect that could undermine the 

conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site, either alone or in combination with other plans or 

projects. There must be a causal connection between the project and the qualifying interest of 

the site which could result in possible significant effects on the site. The likely significant effect 

test is a lower threshold for the screening assessment than ‘adverse effect on site integrity’ 

considered at Appropriate Assessment stage (Stage 2) as screening is intended to be a 

preliminary examination for potential effects. 

For each of these sites, the Qualifying Interest (QI) and Special Conservation Interest (SCI) 

features and their associated conservation objectives were identified, and the possibility of likely 

significant effect was determined by a combination of location, ecological and hydrological 

connectivity, sensitivity of receptor and magnitude of the source of impact. 

1.5.3 Desktop Study 

A review of available updated regulations and amendments was carried out and put in context 

of the available catch recommendations. These were then considered with respect to key 

features and objectives of legally protected and species of conservation concern, that may be 

present within ecologically relevant context. The data sources below were consulted for the 

desktop study: 

• NPWS: https://www.npws.ie/ where Natura 2000 site synopses, data forms and 

conservation objectives were obtained 

• European Environment Agency: https://biodiversity.europa.eu/ where information on 

threats and management plans is available. 

1.5.4 In-Combination Effects 

In relation to the assessment of potential in-combination effects where there is no effect at all 

via a pathway, there is no possibility of in-combination effects. Where potential likely significant 

effects are identified, the in-combination assessment is carried forwards to a Stage 2 

Appropriate Assessment. 

https://www.npws.ie/
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/
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1.6 Limitations and Constraints 

This AA Screening is based on existing data from the above-mentioned sources and from 

information provided by IFI, TEGOS, and associated guidelines. The screening assessment 

necessarily relies on some assumptions and is inevitably subject to some limitations. Limitation 

include the assumption of good fishing practices, the assumption of adequate enforcement by 

IFI, and self-policing from the fishing community. It is also assumed that a similar pattern of 

activity and catch proportion is present across the different areas. The TEGOS statistical models 

are assumed to be robust enough to account for natural fluctuations. As it is in the interest of 

all parties that fish stocks are protected and maintained, despite these limitations, there is no 

reason to believe that a robust assessment cannot be carried out.  

2 Natura 2000 Sites 

The DEHLG guidance identifies that Screening for Appropriate Assessment of a plan or project 

should consider the following Natura 2000 sites: 

• Any Natura 2000 sites within or adjacent to the plan or project area. 

• Any Natura 2000 sites within the likely zone of impact of the plan or project. This is 

dependent on the nature and scale of the plan. 

Furthermore, the OPR guidance is to use a Source-Pathway-Receptors model (OPR 2021). 

Therefore, only waterbodies directly connected to Natura 2000 sites are assessed for potential 

impacts from the fishing regulations.. 

In Ireland, no Natura 2000 site, either SPAs or SACs have QIs that are exclusively dependent 

on Atlantic Salmon, and therefore the removal of some fish is unlikely to have a significant 

negative effect on the other QIs of each SPA or SAC. However, some species do partially 

depend on Salmonids and therefore these are assessed to determine the likelihood of 

significant effects of the fishing activities.    

In Ireland, no birds are solely dependent on Salmonids as a food resource. The increase in 

number of White-tailed Eagles Haliaeetus albicilla could indicate future predation on Atlantic 

Salmon. However, a recent study (Reid et al. 2023) has shown that fish only account for 

approximately 6% of the eagles diet. Furthermore, of the 11,375 food items analysed only 23 

were from Salmonids, corresponding to 0.2% of the total.. This species is a QI in SPAs in 

continental Europe, but to date it is not listed in any SPAs in Ireland. Species such as 

Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo, Merganser Mergus serrator, Goosander Mergus merganser, 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea, and some Gulls are a piscivore, with a broad fish diet. Whilst they 

are known to forage on Salmonids, Salmonids do not appear to be the main source of food and 

these birds are not solely reliant on Salmonids (Tierney, Lusby, and Lauder 2011; Carss 2022; 

Boström et al. 2012). Due to the limited number of birds foraging on Salmonids, and the fact 

that none are solely dependent on Salmonids, it is unlikely that the removal of some Salmonids 

from the waterways will result in a significant impact on QI birds. Fishing activities may also 

cause disturbance, but large aggregations of birds mainly occur in the wintering months 

meaning that interactions between fishers and birds are likely to be limited. Moreover, the type 

of fishing activities mean that nets are attended to near constantly and therefore risk of 
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entanglement is minimal. The fishing activities are unlikely to have any impacts on birds, as 

such all terrestrial and marine SPAs can be excluded from the assessment, as these fishing 

regulations are not likely to have a significant effect on birds that are QIs of those SPAs.  

Piscivores mammals, including Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus, Grey Seal Halichoerus 

grypus, Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina, Harbour Porpoise Phocoena Phocoena and Otter Lutra 

lutra are also QIs to a suite of SACs across Ireland. Indeed, they are listed in the conservation 

objectives of 38 different SACs across the country, only three of which are also designated for 

Atlantic Salmon.  

Bottlenose Dolphin forage on both pelagic and demersal species. Diet composition for Dolphins 

stranded in Irish waters was predominantly Gadiformes species such as the Pollack Saithe-

Haddock group followed by Whiting - Blue Whiting group, similar to Dolphin stomach contents 

analysed in other European countries (Hernandez-Milian et al. 2015). Dolphin are also known 

to forage on Atlantic Salmon (Hernandez-Milian et al. 2015). However, their broad diet makes 

it unlikely that the removal of a limited amount of Atlantic Salmon will have a significant effect 

on Dolphin populations. Seals, including Grey Seal tend to be piscivores (Gosch et al. 2014) 

with Salmonids recorded in their diets. Seal have a varied diet relying on numerous fish species, 

with inter annual variations in diet composition. They are not solely dependent on Salmonids, 

and therefore the removal of some Atlantic Salmon is unlikely to have a significant effect on 

Grey Seal. Harbour Porpoise have a mixed diet of fish and Trisopterus, however there is little 

evidence of them relying on Salmonids as a prey item (Hernandez-Gonzalez et al. 2024; Santos 

and Pierce 2003). 

These marine mammals are not likely to be significantly affected by fishing Atlantic Salmon and 

they are not discussed any further. 

Otter Lutra lutra are a QI to 45 SACs across Ireland, of which 22 are also designated for Atlantic 

Salmon. Although Otter are known to forage on salmonids and Atlantic Salmon, they display 

plasticity on their food sources and forage on various different species and fish families 

(Buglione et al. 2020; Gormally and Fairley 1982; Kopij and Szymczyk 2024; Krawczyk et al. 

2016). Therefore, fishing activities and the removal of some Atlantic Salmon from the catchment 

are unlikely to have a significant effect on Otter as other fish species and prey source remain 

available. They are not discussed any further. 

Fresh Water Pearl Mussel (FWPM) Margaritifera margaritifera are dependent on Salmonids to 

carry out part of their lifecycle (Geist et al. 2018; E. A. Moorkens 2000), therefore impacts on 

Salmonids could have indirect impacts on FWPM. On this basis and as a precautionary 

measure, SAC’s with FWPM are retained and considered within the scope of this screening 

report. 

Along with Atlantic Salmon, other fish species are also QIs for designated sites in Ireland 

including Killarney Shad Alosa killlarnensis, Twait Shad Alosa fallax, Brook Lamprey Lampetra 

planeri River Lamprey L. fluviatilis, and Sea Lamprey Petromyzon marinus. These species 

occur in 14 designated sites. Brook Lamprey stay within freshwater habitats and are unlikely to 

come into contact with Salmon netting activities. Both River and Sea Lamprey migrate from 

freshwater to marine habitats and back to fulfil their life cycles, these species are parasitic and 

may use Salmonids as hosts (Kennedy et al. 2020). Due to their migratory behaviour, they may 

also come into contact with net fishing activities. Lamprey face numerous threats including 

barriers to migration, reduced water quality, spawning habitat degradation and overharvest 
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(Clemens et al. 2021). There is however no fishery for Lamprey in Ireland (Kurtz and Costello 

1999), and the Atlantic Salmon netting is unlikely to be a serious threat to Lamprey, as nets are 

hand hauled giving opportunity to release any potential by-catch. The Killarney Shad is a 

landlocked, non-migratory subspecies of the Twaite Shad only found in Lough Leane, Co. Kerry. 

Twaite Shad are found in rivers in the southeast of Ireland, including the Slaney, Suir, Barrow, 

Nore and Blackwater (Waterford), with anecdotal evidence of by-catch from drift and snap-net 

fisheries (Doherty, O’Maoiléidigh, and McCarthy 2004). Anecdotal evidence also suggests 

declining populations (King and Roche 2008).  

The statutory minimum mesh size for Salmonid nets is one and three-quarter inches [44.45mm] 

from knot to knot, to be measured along the side of the square, or seven inches to be measured 

all round each such mesh (Fisheries (Consolidation) Act 1959). And although mesh size used 

for Shad is similar to that used for Atlantic Salmon (Fahy 1982), the types of nets and materials 

used differ, and it is unlikely that by-catch from this fisheries will significantly impact Shad 

(Doherty, O’Maoiléidigh, and McCarthy 2004). 

Salmonids are philopatric by nature, therefore activities on rivers not connected to a Natura 

2000 site will not have an effect on population levels within the designated sites. Conservation 

and management measures including CL and river status are established on a river by river 

basis.  

The rivers of fishery districts of Dundalk, Drogheda, Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, Limerick, 

Galway, Connemara, Ballina, and Ballyshannon have no fishing licences for the 2025 season; 

therefore, this legislation cannot have an effect on Atlantic Salmon or any other identified QI in 

those districts and all designated sites in these areas are screened out. 

River Foyle and Tributaries (UK0030320) is not assessed under this AA screening, as despite 

being hydrologically connected to the River Finn SAC, it is no longer part of the Natura 2000 

network (OPR 2021). Furthermore the River Finn SAC comes under the jurisdiction of the 

Loughs Agency and is therefore assessed separately (Loughs Agency, n.d.).  

Therefore, only Natura 2000 site with fish and/or FWPM as a qualifying interest, that are 

connected to waters where fishing activities are proposed, are retained for screening.  

This leaves 19 Natura 2000 sites (Table 2-1) which are mapped in Figure 2-1 for a general 

indicative location around the country, within each fishing district. These are further detailed on 

broad regional scales in Appendix B. Four SAC’s are designated for FWPM only, eight for 

Atlantic Salmon and seven for FWPM and Salmon.  
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Table 2-1: SAC’s with Atlantic Salmon and/or Freshwater Pearl Mussel listed as 
qualifying interests. 

Site Code Site Name QI Reference 

IE0000140 Fawnboy Bog/Lough Nacung SAC FWPM (NPWS 2016a) 

IE0000197 West of Ardara/Maas Road SAC Salmon; FWPM (NPWS 2015b) 

IE0000343 Castlemaine Harbour SAC Salmon (NPWS 2015c) 

IE0000365 Killarney National Park, Macgillycuddy's 
Reeks and Caragh River Catchment SAC 

Salmon; FWPM (NPWS 2017d) 

IE0000375 Mount Brandon SAC FWPM (NPWS 2016b) 

IE0000500 Glenamoy Bog Complex SAC Salmon (NPWS 2017c) 

IE0000534 Owenduff/Nephin Complex SAC Salmon (NPWS 2017g) 

IE0001879 Glanmore Bog SAC FWPM (NPWS 2017b) 

IE0001898 Unshin River SAC Salmon (NPWS 2021) 

IE0001932 Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC Salmon; FWPM (NPWS 2017f) 

IE0002008 Maumturk Mountains SAC Salmon (NPWS 2017e) 

IE0002031 The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC Salmon; FWPM (NPWS 2017h) 

IE0002034 Connemara Bog Complex SAC Salmon (NPWS 2015a) 

IE0002047 Cloghernagore Bog and Glenveagh 
National Park SAC 

Salmon; FWPM (NPWS 2017a) 

IE0002144 Newport River SAC Salmon; FWPM (NPWS 2019c) 

IE0002170 Blackwater River (Cork/Waterford) SAC Salmon; FWPM (NPWS 2012) 

IE0002171 Bandon River SAC FWPM (NPWS 2019d) 

IE0002173 Blackwater River (Kerry) SAC Salmon (NPWS 2019a) 

IE0002176 Leannan River SAC Salmon (NPWS 2019b) 
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Figure 2-1: SAC distribution colour coded by Qualifying Interest grouping with Atlantic 
Salmon, FWPM, and Atlantic Salmon and FWPM within the different fishing districts 
with licenced net fishing. SAC names are detailed in Table 2.1. 
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3 Screening Assessment 

3.1 Introduction 

This screening exercise will focus on assessing the likely significant effects of the proposed 

legislation on the Natura 2000 sites identified in Section 2.  

The significance of potential impacts is also assessed, with any potential in-combination impacts 

also identified. 

3.2 Assessment Criteria 

3.2.1 Description  

Potential adverse impacts that could cause a significant effect on the QIs of the Natura 2000 

sites, as a result of this legislation and its implementation, may impact on the sites via surface 

water pathways, groundwater pathways and terrestrial pathways. Surface water pathways can 

impact on surface water quality and surface water dependent habitats and species. 

Groundwater pathways can impact on groundwater quality and quality of groundwater 

dependent habitats and species. Land and air pathways can impact by direct physical 

disturbance and dust or other air-based emissions. 

The retained designated sites have Atlantic Salmon and FWPM as QIs. However, they are also 

designated for a host of other species such as Lampetra sp, Shad Alosa sp, and habitats, such 

as Estuaries [1130], Salicornia mud [1310], Atlantic salt meadows [1330]. The fishing activities 

are targeted at specific species, namely Atlantic Salmon and Sea Trout, and whilst other species 

may be caught this is unlikely or unlikely to be in number sufficient to be detrimental to 

populations. By-catch can be an issue in fishing activities, and it is the responsibility of individual 

fishers to abide by their licencing requirements, and fishery inspector to carry out monitoring 

and enforcement. The length of net used by individual fishers, and the soak times for Atlantic 

Salmon fishing, along with good fishing practices are not expected to pose a significant risk to 

non-target species. Furthermore, habitats may be disturbed by fishing activities, but it is not 

likely to be in a way that has significant effects on the qualifying interests of the SACs. For 

example, impacts of individual small motorboats is not likely to cause significant effects on/ or 

lead to pollution events of a scale that may cause significant effects on estuaries or mudflat 

habitats. Additionally, fishing activities may cause some disturbance to QI birds, however this 

is not likely to be in a level to have any significant effects, as the fishing season tends not to 

coincide with peak bird numbers. Traditionally snap-net fishing is done using two wood boats, 

powered by paddling, and therefore the impacts of the boats is unlikely to have any significant 

impacts on QI’s. 

On the basis that significant effects on QI habitats are not likely, they are not considered in the 

screenings, and only QI species directly impacted are considered. 

The update fishing regulations as applied will have an effect on Atlantic Salmon and Sea Trout 

by designating what activities are permissible in specific waters, on a river by river basis. This 

means that some waters will be closed to all fishing activities, which will result in no fishing 

pressure on Atlantic Salmon in these areas. 
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Therefore, the regulations provide control measures to minimise the effects of fishing activities 

on Atlantic Salmon, whilst allowing some harvest and some fishing activities to go ahead. 

Allowing for some fishing activities also allows for more data to be collected, and for more 

understanding of the waterways. The legislation also has a strict quota and fishing season, and 

once the quota for the individual licence is met, then fishing activities must stop. 

3.2.2 Surface Water Pathways 

The legislation applies to fishing activities with limits on catch numbers. Standard fishing 

equipment (draft nets and snap nets) will be used. Fisher movement and access to the 

waterways may mobilise minimal amounts of sediment, which is unlikely to cause significant 

effects on water quality or other surface water dependent organisms. If any use of motorised 

boats occurs it will be limited to small craft with outboard engines, carrying only small amounts 

of hydrocarbons (fuel, oil). Whilst some emissions can be expected from the motors, the 

numbers of engines, as well as the capacity of the fuel tanks mean that only small amounts of 

fuel will be used minimising the risk of spillage to very localised areas. This is not expected to 

be anymore than recreational boating activities that may occur.  

Atlantic Salmon and FWPM are aquatic species dependent on surface waters and therefore 

there is a surface water pathway. FWPM would only be indirectly impacted as the fishing 

activities would only occur at the bottom of the catchments were FWPM are not located. Atlantic 

Salmon are highly philopatric, meaning that they return to their natal habitat to reproduce. 

Therefore, any river not connected to one of the identified Natura 2000 sites is not considered. 

Further, any river that is closed to fishing, with no quota and no catch and release, is not 

considered as no fish can be harmed in the normal interpretation of this legislation. This means 

that all remaining rivers, with a fishing quota or C&R restriction, connected to a Natura 2000 

site are further investigated to determine likely significant effects.   

This pathway requires further assessment to determine likelihood of significantly effect 

on the Natura 2000 sites. Assessment is based on Conservation Objectives for each site, 

guidance from TEGOS or any supplementary data available. 

3.2.3 Ground Water Pathways 

No ground water pathways are anticipated as Atlantic Salmon are not a groundwater dependent 

species and normal fishing activities do not interfere with ground water.  

Therefore, this pathway is not discussed further.  

3.2.4 Terrestrial / Species Pathways 

Terrestrial pathways include direct physical disturbance, and within the basis of this legislation, 

the capture of Atlantic Salmon through fishing activities. This impact on Atlantic Salmon will be 

assessed in the surface water pathway.  

Therefore, this pathway is not discussed further.  
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3.3 Screening 

Rivers listed in the Schedule Bye-Law Permitting fishing activities were checked for hydrological 

connection to Natura 2000 sites, and preliminary assessment on further screening was carried 

out. Any retained rivers and associated SAC are further assessed against conservation 

objectives. Natura 2000 sheets are checked for any relevant associated threats or pressures. 

The focus of the screening is on QI’s that are likely to be impacted by the fishing activities.  

The Conservation Objective documents for each site vary in age but all refer to targets based 

on TEGOS guidance. Therefore, for the purpose of this screening, Conservation Objective 

guidelines criteria are applied, with information and guidance from TEGOS criteria where 

necessary to ensure the most up to date data and interpretations are used (Gallagher 2024). 

The CO state that Assessments cannot consider an attribute in isolation from the others listed 

for that habitat or species, or for other habitats and species listed for that site. 

Conservation Objectives for each SAC call for a target for the CL for each system consistently 

exceeded, and CWEF data of 17>fry/5-minute catch period. And it is noted that stock estimates 

are either derived from direct counts of adults (rod catch, fish counter) or indirectly by fry 

abundance counts and the Atlantic Salmon fry abundance Target is threshold value for rivers 

currently exceeding their conservation limit (CL). For assessments of favourable conservation 

condition, this measure should be taken in conjunction with other direct means of stock 

assessment. 

TEGOS assessment measures primarily rely on CL, with CWEF used as a secondary measure, 

especially for rivers where little data are available. CWEF is not currently a robust enough tool 

to directly determine stock status (Gallagher 2024). If CL are achieved, then the fry output is 

assumed to be sufficient to maintain populations, therefore where CWEF data are missing 

TEGOS assumptions are applied (TEGOS 2023; White et al. 2023). 

The Fresh Water Pearl Mussel reproduction and life cycle involves the release of glochidia into 

the water. These glochidia are FWPM larvae that are transported in the water and then attach 

to the gills of host fish species, predominately salmonids. The anadromous behaviour of Atlantic 

Salmon, juvenile fish can occur in greater densities than non‑migratory salmonids such as 

Brown Trout, in oligotrophic river systems, in turn providing a greater density of hosts, thereby 

facilitating the attachment of freshwater pearl mussel glochidia. Furthermore, intact salmon runs 

are indicative of intact stream habitats, which are more suitable to FWPM (Geist et al. 2018). 

Therefore, FWPM require water of sufficient quality, suitable habitat including Atlantic Salmon 

spawning sites, and sufficient juvenile salmonids (E. Moorkens and Killeen 2020). FWPM would 

be indirectly impacted if fishing activities removed significant numbers of fish and therefore 

impacting on the reproductive cycle of the FWPM. 

For rivers that are closed to netting, no fishing is to occur and therefore no impact on Atlantic 

Salmon, and no impact on FWPM is anticipated. These rivers are screened out. 

The River Finn SAC is within the catchment under control of the Loughs Agency which sets out 

the regulations in that area (Foyle and Carlingford Fisheries Act 2007; Loughs Agency 2011; 

2008; n.d.). No rivers listed in the Bye-Law Schedule are connected to the River Finn SAC. Due 

to the fact that the River Finn SAC is under jurisdiction of the Loughs Agency, and that no rivers 

connected to the SAC are listed in the Bye-Law Schedule, this SAC is screened out from 

further investigation.  
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Commercial fishing is not recorded as a potential threat in the Natura 2000 forms associated 

with any of the SACs that have Atlantic Salmon and FWPM listed as QI: Fawnboy Bog/Lough 

Nacung SAC (EEA 2021g), West of Ardara/Maas Road SAC (EEA 2021s), Castlemaine 

Harbour SAC (EEA 2021d), Killarney National Park, Macgillycuddy's Reeks and Caragh River 

Catchment SAC (EEA 2021j), Mount Brandon SAC (EEA 2021m), Glenamoy Bog Complex 

SAC (EEA 2021i), Owenduff/Nephin Complex SAC (EEA 2021p), Glanmore Bog SAC (EEA 

2021h),(EEA 2021r) Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC (EEA 2021n), Maumturk 

Mountains SAC (EEA 2021l), The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC (EEA 2021q), 

Connemara Bog Complex SAC (EEA 2021f), Cloghernagore Bog and Glenveagh National Park 

SAC (EEA 2021e), Newport River SAC (EEA 2021o), Blackwater River (Cork/Waterford) SAC 

(EEA 2021b), Bandon River SAC (EEA 2021a), Blackwater River (Kerry) SAC (EEA 2021c), 

Leannan River SAC (EEA 2021k). 

The CL is determined on a river by river basis setting out the minimum number of spawning 

Atlantic Salmon required to maintain a healthy stock in a river. Catch quotas are determined for 

rivers exceeding 100% of the CL. Therefore, a minimum number of fish is maintained in the 

rivers. Catch data from Atlantic Salmon between 2007 and 2023 (IFI 2024c) reveal high levels 

of interannual variability with lows of 11,598 salmon harvest to highs of 36,495 (IFI 2024c) 

(These figures represent both angling and commercial harvest). This is to be expected as this 

reflects salmonid population natural variability.  

The updated legislation allows for a total of 72 public licences; the TAC for the net fishing has 

yet to be determined as it is divided between angling and commercial fishers. It is anticipated 

that the TAC will be determined in April 2025, however, the maximum TAC for the net fisheries 

will take into consideration the number of Atlantic Salmon already caught to make sure that CL 

are not threatened. 

Along with this licenced fishery, a private fishery occurs in Lismore District on the Blackwater 

(Munster) including Glenshelane and Finnisk and in Sligo on the Ballysadare. These licenses 

are not listed in the ‘Control of Fishing for Salmon Order’ (CFSO) as they are in private 

ownership. In the 2024 season, 11 Snap Net and 1 draft net were active in the Lismore Fishery 

District, whilst only one draft net licence exists for Sligo for the Ballysadare. This licence has 

not been active in recent years. These private licences are still subject to the requirements of 

the updated regulations, with reporting to IFI for catch data, and subject to IFI control measures.  

The commercial fishery has a near 100% record of recording catch in logbooks and returning 

them to IFI; indeed, there is a vested interest in doing so as these data can form part of the 

basis of allocating licences the following years. On average from 2007 to 2023, the commercial 

fishery harvested 12% of the National Atlantic Salmon TAC (angling and commercial salmon 

combined), ranging from a maximum of 17% to 9% of the TAC (angling and commercial quota 

combined) over that same period. However, looking at the commercial catch with regards to 

quotas allocated to rivers with commercial fishing, then commercial harvest accounts for 

between approximately 60% and 90% of the catch on these rivers, with a river by river variation 

from 0% to 100% (IFI 2020; 2021; 2022; 2023b; 2024c). Catch from the private fishery on the 

Blackwater (Munster) consistently reaches over 90% of the allocated TAC. 

IFI carry out fisheries inspections and compliance checks; in 2022, the last year with publicly 

available data, over 52,000 patrols were carried out leading to 34,650 fisheries inspections, with 

733 non-compliant items seized including fish and fishing gear, with 92 prosecutions initiated. 
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This included 547 inspections of commercial salmon and sea trout licence holders. Whilst in 

2020 and 2021, 629 and 807 inspections of commercial salmon and sea trout licence holders 

respectively were carried out (IFI 2023a; 2024a). IFI inspections go towards ensuring that the 

regulations are applied and adhered to. 

Based on these assumptions of the commercial fishery harvest accounting an average of 12% 

of the TAC each year, that the fishery is well regulated, that only rivers exceeding CL are 

allocated fishing quotas, that the TAC is shared between all fishers and that no more than 100% 

of the TAC of any given river is harvested, Salmon are unlikely to be negatively affected as a 

result of this legislation in a manner to compromise the conservation objectives of the different 

SACs.  

Each river district was reviewed to determine whether any fishing licences were allocated. Each 

river for districts with allocated fishing licences was then checked for connection to a designated 

site; this pre-screening stage then indicates whether further assessment is required to 

determine likelihood of significant effects of the legislation on the designated sites. Each 

individual river is assessed in Table 3-1. 
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Table 3-1: Rivers present in Schedule 2, connection to designated sites and screening determination.  

Fishery District River CL & Status SAC Connection? Pre-Screen Net type Assessment 

Lismore Blackwater, Glenshelane, 
Finisk 

2811 Blackwater River 
(Cork/Waterford) SAC 

In Draft net, Snap 
net 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. 120% CL achieved, CWEF 14.9. 
Healthy Atlantic Salmon population. IFI monitoring to ensure 
compliance; private fishery restricting and controlling access. 
Netting of fish is unlikely to have significant effect on FWPM. This 
river is screened out. 

Cork 

Lower Lee 1,219  No Out 

Draft Net – 16 
licences 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI monitoring; Angling fishing 
regulation apply. The Lower Lee is not connected to a designated 
site with retained QIs. This river is screened out. 

Bandon 1,344  Bandon River SAC In 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. 165% CL achieved, CWEF > 10. 
Healthy Atlantic Salmon population. IFI monitoring to ensure 
compliance. Netting of fish is unlikely to have significant effect on 
FWPM. This river is screened out. 

Ilen 462 (286 1SW + 176 2SW)  

No Out 
Open season 12 May to 31 July. Fishing regulations apply. These 
rivers are not connected to a designated site with retained QIs. 
These rivers are screened out. 

Mealagh 159  

Coomhola 79  

Glengarriff 89  

Owvane 157  

Kerry 

Roughty 189  No Out Draft net 
Open season 12 May to 31 July. Fishing regulations apply. The 
Roughty is not connected to a designated site with retained QIs. 
This river is screened out. 

Sneem 192  

Yes - Killarney National Park, 
Macgillycuddy's Reeks and 
Caragh River Catchment SAC 

In 

Draft net – 14 
licences 

 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. CL>100%; no CWEF data. 
Angling regulations apply. IFI enforcement. 

Based on CO and TEGOS guidelines, no likely significant effects 
on conservation objectives. This river is screened out. 

Blackwater 80  

Open season 12 May to 31 July. CL = 118%; CWEF>20; Surplus 
of Salmon. Angling regulations apply. IFI enforcement. River 
meeting CO targets. No likely significant effect on CO. This river 
is screened out. 

Waterville 317 (237 1SW + 80 2SW)  

Open season 12 May to 31 July. CL = 300%; CWEF>20; Surplus 
of Salmon. Angling regulations apply. IFI enforcement. River 
meeting CO targets. No likely significant effect on CO. This river 
is screened out. 

Caragh 939 (790 1SW + 149 2SW)  

Open season 12 May to 31 July. CL = 300% and 150% for 2SW; 
no CWEF; Surplus of Salmon. Angling regulations apply. IFI 
enforcement. River meeting CO targets. No likely significant effect 
on CO. This river is screened out. 

Owenmore 192  Yes – Mount Brandon SAC In 
Open season 12 May to 31 July. CL>200%; CWEF>10; surplus 
fish and recruitment. Impact on FWPM unlikely. This river is 
screened out. 

Sheen 81  No Out 
Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI monitoring; Angling fishing 
regulation apply. The Sheen is not connected to a designated site 
with retained QIs. This river is screened out. 

Laune including Cottoners 
2,938 (2,699 1SW + 239 
2SW)  

Yes - Castlemaine Harbour SAC 
In 

 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. CL>200%; CWEF>20; Angling 
regulations apply. IFI enforcement. River meeting CO targets. No 
likely significant effect on CO. This river is screened out. 

Maine 312  
Open season 12 May to 31 July. CL>100%; CWEF>30; Surplus 
Salmon; Angling regulations apply. IFI enforcement. River meeting 
CO targets. No likely significant effect on CO. This river is 
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Fishery District River CL & Status SAC Connection? Pre-Screen Net type Assessment 

screened out. 

Castlemaine Harbour 3425 
Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI enforcement. These waters 
are screened out. 

Ballinakill 

Owenglin (Clifden) 125  

Yes - The Twelve Bens/Garraun 
Complex SAC 

In 
Draft nets - 14 
licences 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI enforcement. CL>100%; 
CWEF>20; Surplus Salmon; Angling Regulations apply. No likely 
significant effect on CO. This river is screened out. 

Dawros 505  

Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI enforcement.CL>200%; 
interannual CL variation between 186% and 265%. No CWEF 
data; Surplus Salmon; Bag Limit Regulation apply. Based on CO 
and TEGOS guidelines. IFI monitoring of the river and fishing 
practices. No likely significant effects. This river is screened out. 

Culfin 270 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI enforcement. 

CL>300%; CWEF>30; Surplus Salmon; Angling Regulation apply. 
No likely significant effect on CO. This river is screened out. 

Bangor 

Owenmore 342 Open 

Yes - Owenduff/Nephin Complex 
SAC 

In 
Draft net 20 
licences – 
special tidal 
waters 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI enforcement.CL>100%; 
CWEF>20; Surplus Salmon; Angling regulations apply. No likely 
significant effect on CO. This river is screened out. 

Common Estuary 
Owenmore[3]  

306 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI enforcement. Surplus is 
applied to the Owenmore Estuary, Tullaghan Ferry (in part if also 
operating), Carrowmore 1SW (CL 184%) and Owenmore (CL 
117%) fisheries when the Owenmore Estuary commercial fishery 
is operated. Limited surplus catch allowed. Healthy CWEF >25 
suggesting strong recruitment potential.  No likely significant effect 
on CO. This river is screened out. 

Owenduff 
154 (97 1SW + 57 2SW) 
C&R 

Yes - Newport River SAC In 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. CL 114% CL, CWEF=10; CL 
fluctuating over last 5 years between 120 and 176%. Only 1 year 
of CWEF data. IFI monitoring and enforcement. No likely 
significant effect on CO. This river is screened out. 

Sligo Ballysadare 849 Yes – Unshin River SAC In Draft net Open season 12 May to 31 July. 113% CL achieved. Healthy 
Atlantic Salmon population. IFI monitoring to ensure compliance; 
private fishery restricting and controlling access; single licence not 
in operation for the last few years but still in place. Netting of fish is 
unlikely to have significant effect on FWPM. This river is 
screened out. 

Letterkenny 

Owenea/Owentocker 540 
Yes - West of Ardara/Maas Road 
SAC 

In 

Draft net 

6 licence 
special tidal 
waters + 2 
licences 

 

Restricted season 1 July – 21 July 

CL>100%; CWEF>30 & >20; Healthy fish population Restrictions 
in place. IFI monitoring and enforcement of regulations. No likely 
significant effect on CO. This river is screened out. 

Gweebarra 

256 (256 1SW + 0 2SW) 

C&R to 11th May/ Open from 
12th May 

Yes - Cloghernagore Bog and 
Glenveagh National Park SAC 

In  

Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI monitoring and enforcement. 
CL = 142%; CWEF>17 meeting CO criteria; Surplus Salmon; 
partial C&R; restricted fishing season; Threat: Leisure Fishing 
(Low). No likely significant effect on CO. This river is screened 
out. 

Tullaghobegly 67 

Open season 12 May to 31 July. IFI enforcement. CL>100%; 
CWEF<10; Surplus Salmon; Interannual variation in CL from 
129% to 158%. Low CWEF. Angling regulations apply. Based on 
CO and TEGOS guidelines, no likely significant effects on 
conservation objectives.  

This river is screened out. 

file:///C:/Users/DominicTilley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.MSO/EFCACF5B.xlsx%23RANGE!A169
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3.4 In-Combination 

The Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Draft Nets and Snap Nets) Bye-law No. XXXX, 

2025 and Control of Fishing for Salmon (Amendment) Order 2025 XXX Regulations are applied 

in combination with the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme Regulations 2018 and a 

series of bye-laws further restricting fishing methods, length of the fishing season, and quotas. 

For the legislation to act in-combination for the purpose of the appropriate assessment it would 

require for there to be other known activities following similar S-P-R chains.  

As both the Draft Nets and Snap Nets Bye-law and the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging 

Scheme Regulations and associated Bye-Laws apply to the same fish stocks, with the same 

potential pathways and same impacts, then these pieces of legislation act in-combination with 

each other.  

In assessing the Draft Nets and Snap Nets Bye-law, the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging 

Scheme Regulations were considered to ensure Conservation Objectives were not going to be 

affected. Indeed, the TAC for Salmon fisheries is established for all fishing activities (angling 

and commercial fishing combined), with maximum quotas divided up between the different 

fishing parties. Furthermore, historical data suggests that an average of 35% of the overall 

national quota are harvested each year. The number of angling licences sold each year 

fluctuates slightly with approximately 18 000 licences sold, ranging from 16 743 to 20 061. Note 

that in 2020 and 2021 fewer licences were sold likely as a result of the COIVD19 restrictions, 

and these data are not considered here. Whilst catches are generally declining, and number of 

Salmonids is generally declining, fishing activities are unlikely to be the main cause of these 

declines.  

 

3.5 Screening Conclusion 

The proposed legislation considered within the context of this screening covers 144 salmonid 

waterbodies in Ireland and 17 designated areas with Atlantic Salmon and/or FWPM as a QI. 

The Conservation Objective documents for each designated site (referenced in Table 2-1) give 

indication on CL and CWEF targets. Furthermore, TEGOS guidelines are updated annually and 

are assumed to be the current best scientific data available. TEGOS guidelines include for the 

precautionary principle to apply as well as ensuring favourable conservation status being 

attained (TEGOS, 2023). Fishing quotas are shared between all Atlantic Salmon fishers 

(anglers and commercial fishermen), with the quotas for netting activities only allocated in April.  

After reviewing all available information at the time of carrying out this screening, significant 

effects on the designated sites are unlikely to occur as a result of this legislation whether 

arising from the legislation itself or in combination with other regulations.  

This conclusion is based on the best available scientific knowledge available at the time of 

carrying out this screening. If any material changes change within these regulations, a new 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment is required. 
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A Schedule Amendments 

A.1 Control of Fishing for Salmon (Amendment) Order 2025: Fishing Licences  

Fishery Districts, type of fishing permitted, and number of licences available  

 

(1) Fishery District (2) Fishing Engine (3) Maximum number of 
fishing licences 

No. 172 or Dundalk District Draft net 0 

No. 171 or Drogheda District Draft net 0 

No. 1 or Dublin District Draft net 0 

No. 2 or Wexford District Draft net 0 

No. 3 or Waterford District Snap net 0 

No. 4 or Lismore District Draft net 0 

No. 5 or Cork District Draft net 16 

No. 7 or Kerry District Draft net 14 

No. 8 or Limerick District Draft net 0 

No. 91 or Galway District Draft net 0 

No. 92 or Connemara District Draft net 0 

No. 101 or Ballinakill District Draft net 14 

No. 102 or Bangor District Draft net  

(special tidal waters) 

20 

Draft net 0 

No. 11 or Ballina District Draft net 0 

No. 12 or Sligo District Draft net 0 

No. 13 or Ballyshannon District 

 

Draft net 0 

No. 141 or Letterkenny District Draft net  

(special tidal waters) 

6 

Draft net 2 

 

Note that private draft net and snap net Licences are not listed in the ‘Control of Fishing for 

Salmon Order’ (CFSO) as these licences are in private ownership.  Only the state owned (public 

licences) are listed in the CFSO for distribution.  Applicants must apply for the public licences 

each year which are set out in the CFSO and allocated according to the qualifying criteria set out 

in the CFSO.  
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A.2 Schedule Bye-Law Permitting Fishing Activities  

 

A.2.1 Part 1 - Snap Net 

 

Fishery district (1) River (2) Opening 
day (3) 

Closing 
day (4) 

No. 4 or Lismore District Blackwater (Munster) 
including Glenshelane and 
Finnisk 

12 May 31 July 

 

A.2.2 Part 2 - Draft Net 

Fishery district (1) River 
(2) 

Opening day (3) Closing day (4) 

No. 4 or Lismore District Blackwater (Munster) including 
Glenshelane and Finnisk 

12 May  31 July 

No. 5 or Cork District Lower Lee 12 May 31 July 

Bandon 

Ilen 

Mealagh 

Glengarriff 

Coomhola 

Owvane 

No. 7 or Kerry District Roughty 12 May 31 July 

Sneem 

Blackwater 

Waterville 

Caragh 

Laune (including Cottoners) 

Owenmore R. 

Maine 

Sheen 

No. 7 or Kerry District Castlemaine Harbour 12 May 31 July 

No. 10 (1) or Ballinakill Owenglin 12 May 31 July 
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Fishery district (1) River 
(2) 

Opening day (3) Closing day (4) 

District Dawros 

Culfin 

No. 10 (2) or Bangor 
District 

Owenmore 12 May 31 July  

Owenduff 

Common Estuary Owenmore 

No. 12 or Sligo District Ballysadare 12 May  31 July 

No. 14 (1) or Letterkenny 
District 

Owenea/ Owentocker 1 July  21 July 

No. 14 (1) or Letterkenny 
District 

Gweebarra  12 May 

 

31 July 

 
Tullaghobegley 

 
  



 

OIY-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0002-S3-P04-AASR_nets
  Page XXV 

B Designated Sites  

B.1 Northwest 
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B.2 Southwest 
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B.3 West 
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B.4 Margaritifera sensitive areas   

 

  



 

OIY-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0002-S3-P04-AASR_nets
  Page XXIX 

 

References  

Aas, Øystein, Anders Klemetsen, Sigurd Einum, and Jostein Skurdal. 2010. Atlantic 
Salmon Ecology. Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 10.1002/9781444327755. 

Boström, Maria K., Örjan Östman, Mikaela A. J. Bergenius, and Sven-Gunnar Lunneryd. 
2012. “Cormorant Diet in Relation to Temporal Changes in Fish Communities.” 
ICES Journal of Marine Science 69 (2): 175–83. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fss002. 

Buglione, Maria, Simona Petrelli, Claudia Troiano, Tommaso Notomista, Eleonora 
Rivieccio, and Domenico Fulgione. 2020. “The Diet of Otters (Lutra Lutra) on the 
Agri River System, One of the Most Important Presence Sites in Italy: A Molecular 
Approach.” PeerJ 8 (July):e9606. https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.9606. 

Carss, David N. 2022. “Analysis of Bird Stomach Contents. Final Report: Goosander and 
Cormorant Diet on Four Scottish Rivers (2019-2020).” UK Centre for Ecology & 
Hydrology Bush Estate, Penicuik, Midlothian EH26 0QB. 

Clemens, Benjamin J., Hiroaki Arakawa, Cindy Baker, Stephen Coghlan, Aleksandr 
Kucheryavyy, Ralph Lampman, Maria João Lança, et al. 2021. “Management of 
Anadromous Lampreys: Common Threats, Different Approaches.” Journal of 
Great Lakes Research, Supplement on Sea Lamprey International Symposium III 
(SLIS III), 47 (December):S129–46. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jglr.2020.09.005. 

Collins, Tom, John Malone, and Padraic White. 2006. “Report of the Independent Salmon 
Group Established to Examine the Implications of Alignment with the Scientific 
Advice for the Commercial Salmon Fishing Sector in 2007 and Beyond.” A Report 
to Minister for State at the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural 
Resources, John Browne T.D. 
https://mural.maynoothuniversity.ie/id/eprint/1127/1/IndependentSalmonGrouprep
ort.pdf. 

Dadswell, Michael, Aaron Spares, Jeffrey Reader, Montana McLean, Tom McDermott, 
Kurt Samways, and Jessie Lilly. 2022. “The Decline and Impending Collapse of 
the Atlantic Salmon (Salmo Salar) Population in the North Atlantic Ocean: A 
Review of Possible Causes.” Reviews in Fisheries Science & Aquaculture 30 (2): 
215–58. https://doi.org/10.1080/23308249.2021.1937044. 

Darwall, WRT. 2022. “IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Salmo Salar.” IUCN Red 
List of Threatened Species, April. https://www.iucnredlist.org/en. 

DEHLG. 2010. “Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland Guidance for 
Planning Authorities.” unpublished report. Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government. https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/guidance-
appropriate-assessment-planning-authorities. 

Doherty, D., N. O’Maoiléidigh, and T. K. McCarthy. 2004. “The Biology, Ecology and 
Future Conservation of Twaite Shad (Alosa Fallax Lacépède), Allis Shad (Alosa 
Alosa L.) and Killarney Shad (Alosa Fallax Killarnensis Tate Regan) in Ireland.” 



 

OIY-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0002-S3-P04-AASR_nets
  Page XXX 

Biology & Environment: Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy 104 (3): 93–102. 
https://doi.org/10.3318/BIOE.2004.104.3.93. 

Eco Advocacy CLG Case (C‑721/21). 2023. CJEU. 
EEA. 2021a. “Bandon River SAC.” 2021. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/sites/natura2000/IE0002117. 
———. 2021b. “Blackwater River (Cork/Waterford) SAC.” February 18, 2021. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 
———. 2021c. “Blackwater River (Kerry) SAC.” February 18, 2021. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 
———. 2021d. “Castlemaine Harbour SAC.” February 18, 2021. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 
———. 2021e. “Cloghernagore Bog and Glenveagh National Park SAC.” February 18, 

2021. https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 
———. 2021f. “Connemara Bog Complex SAC.” February 18, 2021. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 
———. 2021g. “Fawnboy Bog/Lough Nacung SAC.” February 18, 2021. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 
———. 2021h. “Glanmore Bog SAC.” February 18, 2021. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 
———. 2021i. “Glenamoy Bog Complex SAC.” February 18, 2021. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 
———. 2021j. “Killarney National Park, Macgillycuddy’s Reeks and Caragh River 

Catchment SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021k. “Leannan River SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021l. “Maumturk Mountains SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021m. “Mount Brandon SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021n. “Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021o. “Newport River SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021p. “Owenduff/Nephin Complex SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021q. “The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021r. “Unshin River SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

———. 2021s. “West of Ardara/Maas Road SAC.” February 18, 2021. 
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/sites/site. 

European Commission. 1992. Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of 
Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora. 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm. 

———. 2009. Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
the Conservation of Wild Birds. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0147&from=EN. 



 

OIY-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0002-S3-P04-AASR_nets
  Page XXXI 

———. 2019. Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ 
Directive 92/43/EEC. Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union. 
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/02245. 

———. 2021a. Commission Notice Assessment of Plans and Projects in Relation to 
Natura 2000 Sites – Methodological Guidance on the Provisions of Article 6(3) 
and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC 2021/C 437/01. https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021XC1028(02). 

———. 2021b. The Strict Protection of Animal Species of Community Interest under the 
Habitats Directive:  A Summary. Luxembourg: Publications Office. 
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/3123. 

Fahy, Edward. 1982. “A Commercial Net Fishery Taking Twaite Shad Alosa Fallax 
(Lacépède) in the Estuary of the River Slaney.” The Irish Naturalists’ Journal 20 
(11): 498–500. 

Fisheries (Consolidation) Act. 1959. Office of the Attorney General. 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1959/act/14/section/92/enacted/en/html. 

Foyle and Carlingford Fisheries Act. 2007. Vol. 17. 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2007/act/17/enacted/en/pdf. 

Gallagher, Cathal. 2024. “Note on Scientific Stock Assessment and Catch Advice 
Process for Salmon.” Unpublished note. 

Geist, Juergen, Evelyn Moorkens, Ian Killeen, Sarah Feind, Bernhard C. Stoeckle, Áine 
O. Connor, and Ralph Kuehn. 2018. “Genetic Structure of Irish Freshwater Pearl 
Mussels (Margaritifera Margaritifera and Margaritifera Durrovensis): Validity of 
Subspecies, Roles of Host Fish, and Conservation Implications.” Aquatic 
Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 28 (4): 923–33. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/aqc.2913. 

Gormally, M. J., and J. S. Fairley. 1982. “Food of Otters Lutra in a Freshwater Lough and 
an Adjacent Brackish Lough in the West of Ireland.” Journal of Zoology 197 (3): 
313–21. https://doi.org/10.1111/jzo.1982.197.3.313. 

Gosch, M, G Hernandez-Milian, E Rogan, M Jessopp, and M Cronin. 2014. “Grey Seal 
Diet Analysis in Ireland Highlights the Importance of Using Multiple Diagnostic 
Features.” Aquatic Biology 20 (2): 155–67. https://doi.org/10.3354/ab00553. 

Grace & Sweetman (C-164/17). 2018. CJEU. 
Hernandez-Gonzalez, A, C Saavedra, Fl Read, A López, A Gouveia, P Covelo, A Alonso-

Fernández, F Velasco, M Begoña Santos, and Gj Pierce. 2024. “Feeding Ecology 
of Harbour Porpoises Phocoena Phocoena Stranded on the Galician Coast (NW 
Spain) between 1990 and 2018.” Endangered Species Research 54 (May):105–
22. https://doi.org/10.3354/esr01328. 

Hernandez-Milian, Gema, Simon Berrow, M. Begoña Santos, David Reid, and Emer 
Rogan. 2015. “Insights into the Trophic Ecology of Bottlenose Dolphins (Tursiops 



 

OIY-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0002-S3-P04-AASR_nets
  Page XXXII 

Truncatus) in Irish Waters.” Aquatic Mammals 41 (2): 226–39. 
https://doi.org/10.1578/AM.41.2.2015.226. 

Holohan v An Bord Pleanála (C-461/17). 2018. CJEU. 
IFI. 2020. “Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Statistics Report 2019.” 

https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/migrated/docman/Wild%20Salmon
%20and%20Sea%20Trout%20Statistics%20Report%202019.pdf. 

———. 2021. “Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Statistics Report 2020.” 
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/2021-11/wild-salmon-and-sea-
trout-statistics-report-2020.pdf. 

———. 2022. “Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Statistics Report 2021.” 
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/2022-
07/Wild%20Salmon%20and%20Sea%20Trout%20Statistics%20Report%202021.
pdf. 

———. 2023a. “2021 Annual Report and Financial Statements.” 
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/2023-09/ifi-ar2021-a4-310823-
final5-download.pdf. 

———. 2023b. “Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Statistics Report 2022.” 
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/2023-08/wild-salmon-and-sea-
trout-statistics-report-2022.pdf. 

———. 2024a. “2022 Annual Report and Financial Statements.” 
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/2024-04/ifi-ar2022-a4-fa6-020424-
download.pdf. 

———. 2024b. “IFI Secures Conviction against a Man Netting Salmon on the River Nore 
| Inland Fisheries Ireland.” November 19, 2024. 
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/news/press-releases/ifi-secures-conviction-against-
a-man-netting-salmon-on-the-river-nore. 

———. 2024c. “Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Statistics Report 2023.” 
Inland Fisheries Act. 2010. Vol. 10. 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/act/10/enacted/en/pdf. 
Jonsson, Bror, and Nina Jonsson. 2011. Ecology of Atlantic Salmon and Brown Trout: 

Habitat as a Template for Life Histories. Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-1189-1. 

Kennedy, Richard J., Warren Campbell, Kevin Gallagher, and Derek Evans. 2020. “River 
Lamprey Present an Unusual Predation Threat to Atlantic Salmon Smolts in Lough 
Neagh, Northern Ireland.” Journal of Fish Biology 97 (4): 1265–67. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jfb.14477. 

King, James J., and William K. Roche. 2008. “Aspects of Anadromous Allis Shad (Alosa 
Alosa Linnaeus) and Twaite Shad (Alosa Fallax Lacépède) Biology in Four Irish 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs): Status, Spawning Indications and 
Implications for Conservation Designation.” Hydrobiologia 602 (1): 145–54. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10750-008-9280-9. 

Kopij, Grzegorz, and Katarzyna Szymczyk. 2024. “Diet of the Otter Lutra Lutra Inhabiting 
a Forest Stream in SW Poland.” Biologia 79 (1): 173–81. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11756-023-01517-0. 

Krawczyk, Agata Joanna, Michał Bogdziewicz, Katarzyna Majkowska, and Adam 
Glazaczow. 2016. “Diet Composition of the Eurasian Otter Lutra Lutra in Different 



 

OIY-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0002-S3-P04-AASR_nets
  Page XXXIII 

Freshwater Habitats of Temperate Europe: A Review and Meta-Analysis.” 
Mammal Review 46 (2): 106–13. https://doi.org/10.1111/mam.12054. 

Kurtz, I, and M.J. Costello. 1999. “An Outline of the Biology and Conservation of 
Lampreys in Ireland.” 5. Irish Wildlife Manuals. 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM5.pdf. 

Loughs Agency. 2008. “Foyle Area and Carlingford Area (Angling) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2008.” 

———. 2011. “Guidelines for Fisheries Protection during Development Works (Foyle and 
Carlingford Areas).” 1. Environmental Guidelines Series. Loughs Agency. 
https://www.loughs-agency.org/app/uploads/2019/06/loughs-agency-guidelines-
for-fisheries-protection-during-development-works.pdf. 

———. n.d. “Regulations.” Loughs Agency. Accessed December 13, 2024. 
https://www.loughs-agency.org/what-we-do/protection/regulations. 

Moorkens, E. A. 2000. “Conservation Management of the Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
Margaritifera Margaritifera. Part 2: Water Quality Requirements.” 9. Irish Wildlife 
Manuals. Irish Wildlife Manuals. 
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.912.1082&rep=rep1&typ
e=pdf. 

Moorkens, Evelyn, and Ian Killeen. 2020. “Monitoring Populations of the Freshwater 
Pearl Mussel, Margaritifera Margaritifera, Stage 3 and Stage 4 Survey.” 122. Irish 
Wildlife Manuals. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Ireland. 

NASCO. 1998. “CNL(98)46 - Agreement on Adoption of a Precautionary Approach.” 
https://nasco.int/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/pa_agreement.pdf. 

———. 2024. “Summary of Annual Progress Reports under the 2019 – 2024 
Implementation Plans.” https://nasco.int/wp-
content/uploads/2024/08/CNL2419rev_APR_Summary.pdf. 

NPWS. 2012. “Conservation Objective: Blackwater River (Cork/Waterford) SAC 002170.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002301.pdf. 

———. 2015a. “Conservation Objectives: Connemara Bog Complex SAC 002034.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002034.pdf. 

———. 2015b. “Conservation Objectives: West of Ardara/Maas Road SAC 000197.” 
Conservation Objective Series. National Parks and Wildlife Service / Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 



 

OIY-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0002-S3-P04-AASR_nets
  Page XXXIV 

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO000197.pdf. 

———. 2015c. “Site Synopsis: Castlemaine Harbour SAC 000343.” National Parks and 
Wildlife Service / Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/synopsis/SY000343.pdf. 

———. 2016a. “Conservation Objective: Fawnboy Bog/Lough Nacung SAC 000140.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO000140.pdf. 

———. 2016b. “Conservation Objective Mount Brandon SAC 000375.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO000375.pdf. 

———. 2017a. “Conservation Objective: Cloghernagore Bog and Glenveagh National 
Park SAC 002047.” https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002301.pdf. 

———. 2017b. “Conservation Objectives: Glanmore Bog SAC 001879.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO001879.pdf. 

———. 2017c. “Conservation Objectives: Glenamoy Bog Complex SAC 000500.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO000500.pdf. 

———. 2017d. “Conservation Objectives: Killarney National Park, Macgillycuddy’s Reeks 
and Caragh River Catchment SAC 000365.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO000365.pdf. 

———. 2017e. “Conservation Objectives: Maumturk Mountains SAC 002008.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002008.pdf. 

———. 2017f. “Conservation Objectives: Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC 
001932.” https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO001932.pdf. 

———. 2017g. “Conservation Objectives: Owenduff/Nephin Complex SAC 000534.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO000534.pdf. 

———. 2017h. “Conservation Objectives: The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC 
002031.” https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002031.pdf. 

———. 2019a. “Conservation Objective: Blackwater River (Kerry) SAC 002173.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002301.pdf. 

———. 2019b. “Conservation Objective: Leannan River SAC 002176.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002301.pdf. 

———. 2019c. “Conservation Objective: Newport River SAC 002144.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002301.pdf. 

———. 2019d. “Conservation Objectives: Bandon River SAC 002171.” 1. Conservation 
Objectives Series. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Culture, 



 

OIY-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0002-S3-P04-AASR_nets
  Page XXXV 

Heritage and the Gaeltacht. https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO002171.pdf. 

———. 2019e. “The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. Volume 1: 
Summary Overview.” 1. 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2019_Vol1_Summa
ry_Article17.pdf. 

———. 2019f. “The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. Volume 3: 
Species Assessments. Unpublished NPWS Report.” 3. 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2019_Vol3_Species
_Article17.pdf. 

———. 2021. “Conservation Objectives: Unshin River SAC 001898.” 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO001898.pdf. 

OPR. 2021. “OPR Practice Note PN01 - Appropriate Assessment Screening for 
Development Management.” Office of the Planning Regulator. 

People over Wind, Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta (C-323/17). 2018. CJEU. 
Reid, R, J R Grant, R A Broad, D N Carss, and M Marquiss. 2023. “The Breeding Season 

Diet of White-Tailed Eagles in Scotland.” Scottish Birds 43 (4): 305–18. 
Santos, M. B., and G. J. Pierce. 2003. “The Diet of Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena 

Phocoena) in the Northeast Atlantic.” Oceanography and Marine Biology: An 
Annual Review, no. 41, 355–90. 

S.I. No. 477/2011 - European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 
2011. 2011. http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/477/made/en/pdf. 

“Snap Net Fishing.” n.d. Ireland’s National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
Accessed January 29, 2025. https://nationalinventoryich.chg.gov.ie/snap-net-
fishing/. 

TEGOS. 2023. “The Status of Irish Salmon Stocks in 2023 with Catch Advice for 2024.” 
Report of the Technical Expert Group on Salmon to the North-South Standing 
Scientific Committee for Inland Fisheries. 
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/2023-12/the-status-of-irish-
salmon-stocks-in-2023-with-catch-advice-for-2024_0.pdf. 

Tierney, N., J. Lusby, and A. Lauder. 2011. “A Preliminary Assessment of the Potential 
Impacts of Cormorant Phalacrocorax Carbo Predation on Salmonids in Four 
Selected River Systems.” Funded by the Salmon Conservation Fund. Inland 
Fisheries Ireland. http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/fisheries-research-1/248-a-
preliminary-assessment-of-the-potential-impacts-of-cormorant-phalacrocorax-
carbo-predation-on-salm-1/file. 

White, Jonathan, Colm Fitzgerald, Patrick Gargan, Elvira de Eyto, Michael Millane, 
Gerald Chaput, Paddy Boylan, et al. 2023. “Incorporating Conservation Limit 
Variability and Stock Risk Assessment in Precautionary Salmon Catch Advice at 
the River Scale.” ICES Journal of Marine Science 80 (4): 803–22. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsad006. 
 

 



 

 

 

Offices at: 

Cork 
Dublin 
Limerick 
 
Registered Office 
24 Grove Island 
Corbally 
Limerick 
Ireland  
 
t: +353 (0) 61 345463 
e:info@jbaconsulting.ie 
 
 
JBA Consulting 
Engineers and 
Scientists Limited  
Registration number 
444752 
 
 
JBA Group Ltd is 
certified to: 
ISO 9001:2015 
ISO 14001:2015 
ISO 27001:2013 
ISO 45001:2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


