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Ref: MS56/11/Janl0app SEPIL response to statutory consultees

Foreshore Licence Application
Site Investigation — Srtuwaddacon Bay

SEPIL response to comments raised by statutory consultees.

Please note that each issue raised has been repeated in the text, immediately followed
by SEPIL’s response shown in italic font.

Marine Institute comments

The Marine Institute (MI) indicated that they were not aware of any specific inshore
fishing activity within Sruwaddacon Bay. They noted that there are Seafishing boat
licence holders in and around the areas concerned. Such vessels are under 15m in
length, and are likely to be mainly polyvalent or specific (bivalve mollusc) and
aquaculture (for the purpose of oyster dredging). The licences of the polyvalent and
specific are not geographically limited. Any vessel with an Aquaculture licence would
be confined within a licenced area.

The Marine Institute noted the location of a licensed aquaculture site (T10/081) in the
intertidal zone at the mouth of the bay. The Marine Institute, however, was not able to
obtain information on the production status of this site, but noted that an application
for a Fish Health Authorisation for the site has been received by the Institute but has
not yet been issued.

SEPIL comment:
Boreholes will not be undertaken within the area of the licensed aquaculture site
(T10/081).

They noted that the proposed geophysical surveys to be conducted throughout the bay
will include 2D Resistivity imaging, Time Domain Electromagnetic profiling and land
seismic refraction in the intertidal zone at low tide as well as within the beach areas. It
is also proposed to conduct Single and Multibeam echo-sounder surveys, sonar
surveys and magnetometer surveys from a small shallow draft survey vessel or small
rigid inflatable throughout the bay. The MI noted that these techniques are non-
intrusive and they were satisfied that they will not have any impact on fisheries or
aquaculture in the area. Given the non-intrusive nature on these survey methods the
Marine Institute was also satisfied that they will not have a significant impact on the
marine environment in general or the qualifying interests of the designated Natura
2000 sites (Glenamoy Bog Complex SAC (Site Code 00500) and the Blacksod Bay /
Broadhaven Bay SPA (Site Code 004037)) within which the proposed works area is
situated.

SEPIIL comment:

It is now considered that no further geophysical data are required, therefore
geophysical surveys are no longer proposed.
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The Marine Institute understands that the proposed Geotechnical works will include
cable percussion boring, and rotary coring at up to 80 locations along a corridor
within the bay. Cone Penetration testing will be conducted prior to commencement of
boring operations and soil penetration tests will be carried out in conjunction with the
cable percussion boring, The works will be conducted from a jack-up platform but in
very shallow areas it may be necessary to drive the drilling rigs onto the foreshore
using tracked vehicles, It is likely that each borehole will take 2.5days to complete.
The cable percussion boring will be carried out within a 20- 30cm steel casing while
the rotary coring will be carried out within a 15 — 30cm steel casing, thus minimising
impacts on the sediments. Given the nature and scale of the proposed works the
Marine Institute is satisfied that they will not have a significant impact on the marine
environment. The Marine Institute recommends that the Environmental Management
Plan, including an ecological monitoring plan, work method statement and mitigation
measures as mentioned in Section 4: Survey Impact Assessment of the Licence
Application (Document No: COR-25-2-MDR0470Rp0033) submitted by the
applicant be approved by the Minister prior to the commencement of any works.

SEPIL comments:
This requirement is noted. The EMP will be submitted for approval prior fo the
commencement of works.

They noted that the exact location of the boreholes is not known at this point and will
be informed by the results of the proposed geophysical survey and other data.
Regardless of the location of the proposed boreholes, fishing or aquaculture activity
outside Sruwaddacon bay will not be impacted by these proposed works and, as noted
above, the Marine Institute is not aware of any inshore fishing activity specific to
Sruwaddacon Bay. Additionally, given that there is only 1 licensed aquaculture site in
the bay, the Marine Institute is satisfied that proposed geotechnical works along the
major part of the area will not impact on aquaculture activities. The Marine Institute
recommends that the SEPIL establish the location of the licensed aquaculture site
(T10/081) from The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, to ensure that this
information in taken into account when determining the location of any borehole
drilling activity in the vicinity. Should SEPIL determine that there is a requirement to
conduct geotechnical works in the licensed aquaculture site, the works should only be
conducted following consultation with the licence holder and with the approval of the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Food.

SEPIL comment:
No survey work will be undertaken within the area of the licensed aquaculture site

(T10/081).

Marine Survey Office comments

Requirements:

1. Arrange the publication of a local marine notice. This local marine notice
should give a general description of operations and approximate dates of
commencement and completion. An advertisement in a locally read
newspaper will suffice.
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2. Notify local fishing harbours and yacht clubs in addition to 1. above.

3. Furnish the names/registered number of all vessels involved in the operation
to the Marine Survey Office in Dublin to ensure compliance with respect to
Irish Load line and passenger boat certification.

SEPIL comment:

A local marine notice will be issued as requested, and local fisheries liaison will take
place prior to and during the works. Vessel details will be provided fo the MSO as
requested.

North Western Regional Fisheries Board

1. The Board noted that the Glenamoy river is an important salmon river.
Downstream migration of salmon smolts through Sruwaddacon Bay occur
between mid April and early May, while the upstream migration of adult
salmon into the Glenamoy River occurs after late July.

SEPIL comment:
This is noted.

2. The Board stated that it is of the utmost importance that the site investigation
works are undertaken in strict compliance with the project specific
Environment Management Plan.

SEPIL comment:
This is noted and accepted. A project specific Environmental Management Plan will
be established and implemented for the duration of the works.

3. The Board requested that you contact its Fisheries Inspector, Michael Hughes
(087-2399989), no less than one week prior to commencement of any works
which may affect fisheries habitat so that on-site arrangements can be agreed
in order to minimise any possible impacts on fish habitat and fish migration.

SEPIL comment:
This is noted and agreed

Foreshore Co-ordination Unit, Dept of Agriculture, Fisheries &
Food.

1. The proposed corridor impinges on an existing licensed aquaculture site (Ref
No T10/81A&B). The corridor as proposed should be amended to avoid
impacting on the aquaculture site.

SEPIL comment:

Please see revised drawing (Mi2462 R01)(attached) showing the revised boundary
line for proposed works. It should be noted that no geophysical surveying will now be
conducted as pari of these works. Boreholes will not be undertaken within the area of
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the licensed aquaculture site (T10/081). Borehole drilling will not impact on this
aquaculture site.

2. There are a number of sea-fishing boat licence holders in the area which are
not area-specific. Operations in connection with the proposed site
investigation are to be launched from Ballyglass pier. SEPIL should liaise
with local fishermen and the operator of the aquaculture site referenced above
prior to and during site investigation activities.

SEPIL comment.

This requirement is noted and agreed. SEPIL’s fisheries liaison personnel will liaise
with users of Ballyglass Pier, local fishermen and the licence holder of the referenced
aquaculture site prior to and during the proposed works.

3. It was noted that the precise location of the boreholes associated with the
geotechnical survey will not be established until the geophysical survey has
been completed. Any works whatsoever, including geophysical or
geotechnical, on the licensed site or adjacent to the site and likely to affect it,
should not be undertaken without prior consultation with the aquaculture
licence holder and the specific prior approval of the Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries, and food.

SEPIL comment:

It is now considered that no further geophysical data will be required. Boreholes will
not be undertaken in the area of the licensed aquaculture site (T10/081). Borehole
drilling will not impact on this aquaculture sife.

Engineering Division (ED): Dept. of Environment, Heritage & Local
Government.

1. Mapping

The map provided by SEPIL, Mi2443.rev AO1, shows the corridor within which
the boreholes would be drilled. However, the area outlined in this map includes
an area above high water at the western end. Engineering may require a revised
map detailing the precise location concerned, should it be decided to issue a
licence.

SEPIL coniment:

The map submitted with the Foreshore Licence application shows an error (Point L).
Please see attached amended drawing Mi2443 rev A02. There is no intention to carry
out any survey works above the high waier mark.

2. Recommendations

Engineering Division recommended that if a Foreshore licence is given for the
proposed site investigation the following will be required:
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e NPWS are satisfied with the proposed operation which is wholly within an
SAC.

o Marine Sub — Bottom Profiling should not be employed within the estuary
because of the possible effect on migrating fish in the Sruwaddacon
estuary, particularly salmonids.

SEPIL comment:

No geophysical surveys are now proposed. Measures to mitigate or avoid potential
impacts on migrating fish including salmonids (smolt / mature fish) will be covered in
an Environmental Management Plan specific to the works. No significant impacts on
migrating fish including salmonids are expected. Ongoing consultation will take place
with NWRFB and NPWS.

e Geotechnical investigations (boreholes) should not be carried out within
the aquaculture licence areas T10/081A & B. Ifit proves critical that
boreholes should be carried out within this area, the applicants must liaise
with both the aquaculture licence holder, DAFF and Engineering Division
itself.

SEPIL comment:
No boreholes will be undertaken within the area of the licensed aquaculture site
(T10/081).

An Taisce

They noted a lack of clarity on the nature and extent of works proposed and
consequently of environmental impact. Given the location in SPA and SAC, they felt
evaluation is required to determine if EIA Directive applies.

SEPIL comment:
This is a matter for the Department. The works are of a temporary nature, and an
environmental appraisal has been provided in the application documents.

Section 2 of the application form refers to works being carried out ‘from a jack-up
platform on land in intertidal areas when tidal conditions are suitable’. Reference is
then made to Section 2 of the main document: ‘Scope of Works’.

Section 2.3 provides for up to 80 boreholes in the area marked in the map Section 5,
with all boreholes being drilled from a jack-up platform. The map area covers the
entirety of Sruwaddacon Bay and entirely within SAC and SPA designated areas.

They also noted that the extent of drilling in the intertidal zone is not identified. The
information contained in Section 2.3.4 on the placing of a ramp between the jack-up
platform and foreshore ‘allowing the drilling equipment to be driven off the platform
onto the foreshore’ is deficient in addressing the impact. This creates a lack of clarity
as to the area of foreshore/intertidal area affected
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SEPIL comment:

As set out in the Application for Foreshore Licence (Document No. COR-25-2-
MDRO0470Rp0033) page 18: ‘The drilling operations and the placement of the legs of
the rig in the bed of the bay will involve the temporary loss of a small area
(approximately 2-dm’ depending on exact dimensions of rig) of benthic habitat and
loss of benthic organisms due to crushing. These operations are not expected to have
any long-term environmental impacts on the bay area.

Should tidal constraints require the drilling of boreholes directly on the foreshore i.e.
if there is insufficient draft for the jack-up platform to float into place, the drilling
plant (which is tracked) will be driven onto the foreshore firom the jack-up platform
using a ramp. The ramp will only be in use for such time as it is required for the
mobile drilling rig to drive onto the foreshore (approximately 1 hour at a time). The
approximate size of the area of foreshore so affected by the ramp is 2.5m x Im. This
is similar to the area of impact of the jack-up platform but the duration of impact is
much less. Therefore, this type of impact has been assessed in the application.

Furthermore, on Page 16 — ‘Mitigation Measures’, confirmed that on ‘final
determination of the exact borehole locations’ the NPWS will be informed. They felt
that this information should have been in the initial application.

SEPIL comment:

The location of boreholes will be evaluated on an ongoing basis once works have
commenced. They will take place within the corridor shown on the map provided
with the application, and the exact location of boreholes will be subject fo
consultation with NPWS before being drilled.

Finally, they stated that Page 16 also creates undesirable uncertainty on the timing of
the proposed drilling in relation to the bird-feeding season.

SEPIL comment:

As set out in the application document and the associated environmental appraisal,
the proposed activities will be carried out in compliance with a comprehensive
environmental management plan to minimise impact. They will be contained vithin
one or fhwo small areas at any one time, and are therefore not predicted to have any
significant impact on the bird populations using Sruwaddacon Bay.

Nature Conservation

Nature Conservation stated that the following mitigating measures should be attached
as a condition of permission:

1. The environmental management plan should contain infer alia a contingency
plan for the potential introduction of chemical pollutants into the marine
environment, prepared and circulated for comment prior to the commencement
of works.
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SEPIL comment:

A contingency plan dealing with potential spills of chemical pollutants in the marine
environment will be prepared and submitied fo the relevant statutory bodies prior to
commencement.

2. Good environmental practise implemented at the site should include the
provision and recording of the following:

e All fuel and lubricants to be stored in sealed containers within bunded
areas.

e All waste associated with the proposed operation to be disposed of at an
appropriate facility.

e Necessary welfare facilities to be provided on site.

SEPIL comment:
This is noted and accepted

o Refuelling to only occur in areas that can be isolated from the marine
environment,

SEPIL comment:

Refuelling of survey/support vessels will occur at Ballyglass Pier. These vessels will
be refuelled fiom a mobile fuel bowser at the Pier. The refuelling process will Jollow
a method statement similar to that developed for the previous Marine SI works in
2008.

Refuelling of the fitel tank on the jack-up platform will occur at its drilling location
within Sruwaddacon Bay. The fuel tank will be refuelled from a dedicated project
vessel suitably equipped for the task. The refuelling process will follow a method
statement developed for the previous Marine SI works in 2008.

A site and works specific oil spill contingency plan will be prepared prior fo
commencement and implemented for the duration of works.

3. Under Article 12 of Council Directive 92/43/EC, Member States must take
the requisite measures to establish a system of strict protection for the animal
species listed in Annex IV (e.g. cetaceans) throughout the Exclusive Economic
Zone regardless of designations. Of likely relevance in the current context of
this application is the deliberate disturbance of species or the deterioration or
destruction of breeding sites or resting places, as may occur during certain
activities (e.g. geophysical surveys). The potential interaction must be
considered for each project or plan. If a risk is considered to exist then
appropriate mitigation to reduce the risk to those species must be proposed. The
applicant must note and must follow the relevant sections of “Acoustic Seafloor
Surveys Code of Practice for the Protection of Marine Mammals in Irish
Waters” available to download at
http://www.npws.ie/en/Marine/BestPracticeGuidelines/ and report the
implementation of that Code of Practice to offshore@environ.ie at monthly
intervals.
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SEPIL comment:

This requirement is noted and accepted. There are no longer any plans lo carry out
any further geophysical investigations of the bay as analysis of existing information
has established that further data will not be required.
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