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Introduction

Purpose of Bill and Main Provisions

The primary purpose of the Bill, as agreed by Government, is to
change the current nomination and selection process governing the
appointment of the board of Udaras na Gaeltachta under the Gaeltacht
Act 2012 and to replace same with a new election and selection process.
This legislative amendment represents the outworking of a commitment
in the Programme for Government to carry out a review of how the board
of Udaras na Gaeltachta is appointed. This review along with a public
consultation on the matter was completed and published in 2022. A draft
General Scheme and Heads of Bills were prepared and subsequently
approved for drafting in December 2022.

An Udarés had thirteen members when it was established under Acht
um Udaras na Gaeltachta 1979: a chairperson and five other members
appointed by the Minister, and seven other members elected.

The method for appointment to the board of Udaras was amended
in 1999 resulting in an increase in membership from thirteen to twenty.
Under this revised approach, seventeen members were elected and
the Minister nominated the additional three members, including the
Chairperson of the board. Elections were organised by what is now the
Department of Tourism, Culture Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, in
conjunction with the Local Authorities.

The requirement in relation to elections was abolished in 2012, when
the number of board members was reduced to twelve in accordance with
the provisions of the Gaeltacht Act 2012.

Under the Gaeltacht Act 2012, the board consists of five members
nominated by Local Authorities that have a Gaeltacht area under their
jurisdiction, as well as seven other members selected based on a public
competition organised under the auspices of the Public Appointments
Service (PAS). The Chairperson of the board is appointed by the Minister.

Subject to the relevant provisions of the Act, the appointment is for
a period of five years, with the exception of the counties with smaller
Gaeltacht areas, namely: Counties Cork, Waterford and Meath. In the case
of these counties the appointment is for a period of two years and rotates
on the basis of the following rota: Meath, Cork and Waterford.
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Réamhra

Cuspéir an Bhille agus na Priomhfhoralacha

Is ¢ priomhchuspoir an Bhille, mar a chomhaontaigh an Rialtas
¢, an proiseas ainmniichdin agus roghnuchdin reatha lena rialaitear
ceapadh bhord Udaras na Gaeltachta faoi Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012 a
athril agus proiseas nua toghchdin agus roghntichain a chur ina ionad.
Baineann an least reachtach seo le gealltanas a tugadh i gClar an
Rialtais a chombhlionadh, is gealltanas go ndéanfai athbhreithniti ar an
gcaoi a ndéantar bord Udaras na Gaeltachta a cheapadh. Rinneadh an
t-athbhreithnit sin, mar aon le comhchomhairliichan poibli ar an abhar,
a thabhairt chun criche agus a fhoilsit sa bhliain 2022. Ullmhaiodh
DréachtScéim Ghinearalta agus Ceannteidil Bille agus ceadaiodh iad lena
ndréachtt i mi na Nollag 2022.

Bhi tri chomhalta dhéag ar an Udaras nuair a bunaiodh ¢ faoin Acht um
Udaras na Gaeltachta, 1979: an cathaoirleach agus cliigear comhaltai eile
arna gceapadh ag an Aire, agus seachtar comhaltai eile arna dtoghadh.

Rinneadh an modh ar ar ceapadh daoine chuig bord an Udaréis a
least sa bhliain 1999, rud a d’fhag gur thainig méadu, 6 thri chomhalta
dhéag go fiche comhalta, ar lion na gcomhaltai. Faoin gcur chuige
athbhreithnithe sin, toghadh seacht gcomhalta dhéag agus d’ainmnigh an
tAire an triGr combhaltai eile, lenar airiodh Cathaoirleach an Bhoird. Is i
an Roinn Turasoireachta, Culttir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Mean,
mar a thugtar anois uirthi, a d’eagraigh na toghchain i gcombhar leis na
hUdardis Aitiula.

Cuireadh deireadh leis an gceanglas i ndail le toghchain sa bhliain
2012 nuair a laghdaiodh lion na gcombhaltai boird go dti daréag de réir
fhoralacha Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012.

Faoi Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012, ta ar an mbord cutigear comhaltai arna
n-ainmnit ag Udarais Aitiula a bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta faoina ndlinse
acu, mar aon le seachtar comhaltai eile arna roghnt bunaithe ar chomortas
poibli arna eagri faoi choimirce na Seirbhise um Cheapachain Phoibli
(SCP). Is é nd is i an tAire a cheapann Cathaoirleach an Bhoird.

Faoi réir thoralacha iomchui an Achta, maireann an ceapachan ar feadh
tréimhse cuig bliana, seachas i gcas na gcontaetha ina bhfuil ceantair
Ghaeltachta nios 1, eadhon: Contactha Chorcai, Phort Lairge agus na
Mi. Is ceapachan ar feadh tréimhse dha bhliain an ceapachan i gcéas na
geontaetha sin agus déantar uainiocht ar na comhaltai de réir an rota seo a
leanas: an Mhi, Corcaigh agus Port Lairge.



Upon commencement of this new legislation, the board of An tUdarés
will consist of ten elected members and six members appointed by the
Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media. All
Gacltacht areas will have a presence on the board, and the rotation of
membership for smaller Gaeltacht areas will no longer be in place.

To ensure a stronger link between communities and the work of the
board, the Bill also provides for the establishment by An tUdaras of three
statutory Regional Committees similar to those in place prior to 2012
but with a slightly different remit. Regional Committees will include
members nominated by local authorities and all members of An tUdaras
and its Regional Committees must be able to demonstrate a level of
competency in the Irish language necessary to discharge their functions.

These committees will be populated by board members and local
representatives from the following areas:

Northern Region: All three elected members of An tUdaras for
this region in addition to one member from each of Donegal and Mayo
County Councils, both of whom must have been elected to the local
authority in an electoral district which includes a Gaeltacht area;

Western and Eastern Region: All four elected members of An
tUdaras for this region in addition to one member from each of Galway
and Meath County Councils, each of whom must have been elected to the
local authority in an electoral district which includes a Gaeltacht area;

Southern Region: All three elected members of An tUdarés for this
region in addition to one member from each of Kerry, Cork and Waterford
County Councils, each of whom must have been elected to the local
authority in an electoral district which includes a Gaeltacht area.

In the event that no one has been elected to a local authority in an
electoral district which includes a Gaeltacht area, the local authority
concerned may nominate a person who is not a member of that local
authority but who is deemed suitable by the local authority to represent
it on the regional committee. The person nominated shall be a resident
of a Gaeltacht area situated within the jurisdiction of the local authority
concerned.

A chairperson for each committee shall be selected by the members
of the committee. The quorum for a meeting of a regional committee
shall be the lowest majority of the number of members of the regional
committee concerned at the time of the meeting. Each Regional
Committee shall meet at least twice a year with language planning groups
within their Gaeltacht regions to consult on the issues of concern to these
communities. Regional Committees shall report to an tUdaras after each
meeting with a view to assisting and advising an tUdaras in relation to
the performance of its statutory functions in the region for which the
committee is responsible.

The Bill also provides for the introduction of provisions to allow for
temporary replacement of members who avail of leave.



Ar thosach feidhme na reachtaiochta nua seo, beidh deichniur
combhaltai tofa, mar aon le seisear comhaltai a cheapfaidh an tAire
Turasoéireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Mean, ar bhord
an Udarais. Beidh ionadaiocht ag na ceantair Ghaeltachta uile ar an mbord
agus ni bheidh uainiocht comhaltai i bhfeidhm a thuilleadh i gcés ceantair
Ghaeltachta nios 1u.

D’thonn a chinntit go mbeidh nasc nios laidre ann idir pobail agus
obair an Bhoird, déantar forail leis an mBille freisin maidir leis an
Udaras do bhunii tri Choiste Réigitinacha a bheidh comhchosil leis na
coisti a bhiodh ann roimh 2012, ach a mbeidh sainchuram beagan ¢agsuil
acu. Beidh ar na Coisti Réigiinacha comhaltai a ainmneoidh udarais
4ititila, mar aon le comhaltai uile an Udarais, agus ni folair da Choisti
Réigitinacha a bheith abalta a 1¢iritt go bhfuil an leibhéal innitilachta i
nGaeilge acu is ga chun a bhfeidhmeanna a chomhlionadh.

Beidh combhaltai boird agus ionadaithe aitiila 6 na limistéir seo a
leanas ar na coisti sin:

Réigitin an Tuaiscirt: Gach duine den tritir comhaltai tofa den Udaras
don réigiun seo, mar aon le comhalta amhdin 6 Chomhairle Contac
Dhun na nGall agus comhalta amhdin 6 Chomhairle Contae Mhaigh Eo,
ar combhaltai iad araon ar ga gur toghadh iad chun an udarais aitiuil i
dtoghlimistéar ina bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta;

Réigitin an Iarthair agus an Oirthir: Gach duine den cheathrar
comhaltai tofa den Udaras don réigitin seo, mar aon le comhalta amhain
6 Chombhairle Contae na Gaillimhe agus comhalta amhdin 6 Chomhairle
Contae na Mi, ar comhaltai iad go léir ar ga gur toghadh iad chun an
udarais aitiuil i dtoghlimistéar ina bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta;

Réigitin an Deiscirt: Gach duine den triur comhaltai tofa den Udaras
don réigiun seo, mar aon le comhalta amhain 6 Chombhairle Contae
Chiarrai, comhalta amhain 6 Chomhairle Contac Chorcai agus comhalta
amhain 6 Chomhairle Contae Phort Lairge, ar comhaltai iad go 1éir ar ga
gur toghadh iad chun an tdarais aitiuil i dtoghlimistéar ina bhfuil ceantar
Gaeltachta;

I gcas nach mbeidh aon duine tofa chun udarais aititil i dtoghlimistéar
ina bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta, féadfaidh an t-idaras aititil lena mbaineann

.....

.....

a dhéanamh d6 ar an gcoiste réigitinach. Beidh an duine a ainmneofar
ina chonaitheoir nd ina coénaitheoir i geceantar Gaeltachta ata laistigh de

.....

Déanfaidh comhaltai an choiste cathaoirleach gach coiste a roghnti. Is
¢ is coram do chruinnit de choiste réigiunach an tromlach is 14 de lion
comhaltai an choiste réigitinaigh lena mbaineann trath an chruinnithe.
Buailfidh gach Coiste Réigiunach le grapai pleandla teanga ina réigitiin
Ghaeltachta dha uvair sa bhliain, ar a laghad, chun dul i gcomhairle
leo faoi na habhair is udar imni do na pobail sin. Tabharfaidh Coisti
Réigitinacha tuarascail don Udarés tar éis gach cruinnithe d’fhonn cuidi
leis an Udaras, agus combhairle a thabhairt do, i ndéil le comhlionadh a
fheidhmeanna reachttla sa réigitin a bhfuil an coiste freagrach as.

Déantar forail leis an mBille freisin maidir le foralacha a thabhairt
isteach chun a cheadu comhaltai a bhaineann leas as saoire a ionadd ar
bhonn sealadach.



Members who wish to avail of leave from their board duties shall
be replaced for the duration of that leave by a new member. Members
availing of leave shall not be entitled to board fees for the duration of
their leave.

A member appointed to fill a casual vacancy shall hold office for the
remainder of their predecessor's period of office.

The Bill provides for board terms of up to a maximum of six years and
that no member of an tUdaras will be allowed to hold membership for
more than two terms in total — this is a departure from previous legislation
which stated that membership was limited to two consecutive terms only.

The Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Irish Language, the Gaeltacht
and the Irish Speaking Community completed pre-legislative scrutiny
on the proposed General Scheme approved by government in late
2022 and published its report in July 2023. The report made a number
of recommendations in terms of amendments to the original General
Scheme.

Amendment to Udaras na Gaeltachta Act, 1979 (Principal Act)

There have been many changes to the work of Udards na Gaeltachta
since its establishment in 1980. It remains the regional authority
responsible for the economic, social and cultural development of the
Gaeltacht. However, the success of the organisation relies upon its
alignment with the evolving needs of Gaeltacht communities. The
remit of an tUdaras, for example, now encompasses linguistic functions
assigned under the Gaeltacht Act 2012 regarding the implementation of
the language planning process within Gaeltacht regions.

One of the most pressing issues both within Gaeltacht communities
and nationally is that of the provision of housing. An tUdaras has
identified a number of suitable sites within its property portfolio which
could potentially be developed to this end. It is considered prudent to
give an tUdaras explicit powers to dispose of land in its ownership for the
purposes of housing to either a housing authority or an Approved Housing
Body. The Bill, therefore, provides An tUdaras with the power to dispose
of lands held by the organisation to an approved housing body (within
the meaning of the Housing (Regulation of Approved Housing Bodies)
Act 2019) or to a housing authority (within the meaning of the Housing
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992) for the provision of housing in the
Gaeltacht.

Other Provisions

For the purpose of the elections to Udaras na Gaeltachta, it will be
necessary to make a small number of technical amendments to the
Electoral Act 1992, the Electoral Act 1997 and the Litter Pollution Act
1997.

The Bill also includes provision for a technical amendment to the
Official Languages Act 2003.

It also contains a provision to amend Section 9 of the Gaeltacht
Act 2012 which provides that the Minister may, by order, designate a
specified town to be a Gaeltacht Service Town where the town concerned
is situated in or adjacent to a Gaeltacht Language Planning Area. The
wording of this section has proved problematic in that, following a public
consultation process, not all towns chosen to be designated were either
adjacent to or within the Gaeltacht. In order to overcome this difficulty, it
is proposed to amend the Gaeltacht Act 2012 to allow for the inclusion of
towns within 30 kilometres of a Gaeltacht Language Planning Area.



Cuirfear comhaltai nua in ionad comhaltai ar mhian leo leas a bhaint as
saoire 6na ndualgais bhoird ar feadh ré na saoire sin. Ni bheidh comhaltai
a bhainfidh leas as saoire i dteideal tailli boird ar feadh ré a saoire.

Beidh comhalta a cheapfar chun corrfholintas a lionadh i seilbh oifige
go ceann a mbeidh fagtha de thréimhse oifige a réamhtheachtai.

Déantar forail leis an mBille maidir le téarmai boird a mhairfidh ar
feadh uastréimhse sé bliana agus déantar forail leis nach mbeidh cead
ag aon chomhalta den Udaras comhaltas a shealbht ar feadh nios mé
na dha théarma san iomldn — ni thagann sin leis an reachtaiocht a bhi
ann roimhe seo inar luadh go raibh combhaltas teoranta do dha théarma
chomhleantinacha, agus doibh sin amhain.

Rinne Comhchoiste Oireachtais na Gaeilge, na Gaeltachta agus
Phobal Labhartha na Gaeilge an grinnscradil réamhreachtach ar an Scéim
Ghinearalta bheartaithe arna ceadu ag an rialtas a thabhairt chun criche go
déanach sa bhliain 2022 agus d’fhoilsigh sé a thuarascail i mi Il 2023.
Rinneadh roinnt moltai sa tuarascail 6 thaobh leasuithe a dhéanamh ar an
Scéim Ghinearalta bhunaidh.

Least ar an Acht um Udaras na Gaeltachta, 1979 (An Priomh-Acht)
Ta neart athruithe tagtha ar obair Udaras na Gaeltachta 6 bunaiodh
¢ sa bhliain 1980. Is é an t-Gidaras réigitinach atd freagrach as forbairt
eacnamaioch, shoisialta agus cultir na Gaeltachta i gconai é. Mar sin
féin, ni moér don eagraiocht a bheith ailinithe le riachtanais athraitheacha
na bpobal Gaeltachta chun go mbeidh rath uirthi. Mar shampla,
folajonn sainchtram an Udarais feidhmeanna teangeolaiocha anois, is
feidhmeanna a sannadh faoi Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012 agus a bhaineann

.....

Is é ceann de na saincheisteanna is prainni i bpobail Ghaeltachta agus
ar bhonn naisiunta an ga le tithiocht a sholathar. D’aithin an tUdarés
roinnt suiomhanna oiriinacha ina phunann maoine féin a d’fhéadfai a
fhorbairt chun na criche sin. Meastar go bhfuil sé crionna cumhachtai
sainrdite a thabhairt don Udards chun talamh ata faoina tuinéireacht
aige a dhiuscairt chuig udaras tithiochta n6é chuig Comhlacht Tithiochta
Ceadaithe chun crioch tithiochta. Da réir sin, déantar forail leis an
mBille chun an chumhacht a thabhairt don Udaras tailte ata ar seilbh
ag an eagraiocht a dhiuscairt chuig comhlacht tithiochta ceadaithe (de
réir bhri Acht na dTithe (Comhlachtai Tithiochta Ceadaithe a Rialail),
2019) no6 chuig udaras tithiochta (de réir bhri Acht na dTithe (Foralacha
Ilghnéitheacha), 1992) chun tithiocht a sholathar sa Ghaeltacht.

Foralacha Eile

Chun crioch na dtoghchdn chun Udaras na Gaeltachta, beidh sé
riachtanach roinnt leasuithe teicnitla a dhéanamh ar an Acht Toghchain,
1992, ar an Acht Toghchain, 1997 agus ar an Acht um Thruaillil 6
Bhruscar, 1997.

T4 forail sa Bhille freisin maidir le leasu teicnitil a dhéanamh ar Acht
na dTeangacha Oifigiula, 2003.

Téa forail ann freisin chun Alt 9 d’Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012 a leasu, is
alt lena ndéantar forail go bhféadfaidh an tAire, le hordu, baile sonraithe
a ainmnitl mar Bhaile Seirbhise Gaeltachta i gcas an baile lena mbaineann
a bheith suite i Limistéar Pleanala Teanga Gaeltachta né tadhlach leis.
Bhain fadhbanna le foclaiocht an ailt seo, mar ni raibh gach baile a
roghnaiodh lena n-ainmniu tar éis proiseas comhchomhairliichain phoibli
tadhlach leis an nGaeltacht n6 sa Ghaeltacht. Chun an deacracht sin a
shart, beartaitear Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012 a leasu chun a cheadu bailte
ata laistigh de 30km ¢ Limistéar Pleanala Teanga Gaeltachta a direamh.
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Section 1 Short title and commencement

Section 1 provides that the short title of the act shall be the Udaréas na
Gacltachta (Amendment) Act 2024, and states that this Act, other than
section 13, shall come into operation on such day or days as the Minister
for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media may by order or
orders appoint either generally or with reference to any particular purpose
or provision and different days may be so appointed for different purposes
or different provisions.

Section 2 Definition
Section 2 provides for the definition of the Principal Act referred to
within the Bill.

Section 3 Amendment of section 2 of Principal Act
This section provides for the amending of section 2(1) through the
deletion, substitution, and the insertion of various definitions.

Section 4 Regulations and orders

This section provides for the insertion of a new section after section 5
of the Principal Act. The new section allows the Minister to provide, by
regulations, for any matter referred to in the Act as prescribed or to be
prescribed.

Section 5 Amendment of section 6 of Principal Act

This section introduces the changing of the structure of Udaras
na Gaeltachta, and sets out that the board will consist of 6 members
appointed by the Minister and of 10 elected members. This section also
allows for the insertion of subsections that will allow the Minister to
select a chairperson from among the members of the board and keep a
reserve list of candidates for the purpose of filling casual vacancies and
temporary absences.

Section 5 includes the insertion of subsections that provide that
an individual must be competent in the Irish language and able to
conduct the business of the board in the Irish language to be eligible for
appointment or election to the board. This section allows the Minister to
prescribe the level of competence required having regard to the system of
standards known as the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages.

Section 6 Amendment of section 8 of Principal Act

This section amends section 8 of the Principal Act by the insertion of
a new subsection that will allow Udaras na Gaeltachta to sell or dispose
of land to an appropriate body for the provision of housing in Gaeltacht
regions.

Section 7 Amendment of section 10A of Principal Act
This section provides for the insertion of subsections that allow for the
establishment of regional committees

Section 8 Insertion of new Part IVA in Principal Act

This section provides for the insertion of a new Part IVA into the
Principal Act governing how the elections to Udards na Gaeltachta are
to be administered. Issues addressed in this section include the right to
vote, establishment of electoral districts, allocation of elected members,
appointment of returning officers and the commission of electoral
offences.



Alt 1 Gearrtheideal agus tosach feidhme

Déantar forail le halt 1 gurb é an Bille um Udaras na Gaeltachta
(Leasu), 2024 gearrtheideal an Achta agus luaitear ann go dtiocfaidh an
tAcht seo, seachas alt 13, i ngniomh cibé 14 n6 laethanta a cheapfaidh
an tAire Turasoireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Meéan
le hordu no6 le horduithe i gcoitinne no faoi threoir aon chrioch n6 forail
airithe agus go bhféadfar laethanta éagsula a cheapadh amhlaidh chun
crioch éagsuil n6 le haghaidh foralacha éagsula.

Alt 2 Minia
Déantar forail le halt 2 maidir leis an minit ar an bPriomh-Acht da
dtagraitear sa Bhille.

Alt 3 Leasu ar alt 2 den Phriomh-Acht
Déantar forail leis an alt seo maidir le halt 2(1) a least tri mhinithe
éagsula a scriosadh, a ionadu agus a chur isteach.

Alt 4 Rialachdin agus orduithe

Déantar forail leis an alt seo maidir le halt nua a chur isteach i ndiaidh
alt 5 den Phriomh-Acht. Ceadaitear don Aire, leis an alt nua sco, forail a
dhéanamh, le rialachdin, le haghaidh aon ni da dtagraitear san Acht seo
mar ni ata forordaithe no le forordu.

Alt 5 Least ar alt 6 den Phriomh-Acht

Cuirtear an t-athri ar struchtar Udards na Gaeltachta i lathair san
alt seo, agus leagtar amach ann go mbeidh ar an mbord 6 chomhalta a
cheapfaidh an tAire agus 10 gcomhalta thofa. Ceadaitear leis an alt seo
freisin fo-ailt a chur isteach lena gceaddfar don Aire cathaoirleach a
roghnii as measc chombhaltai an bhoird agus liosta clltaca iarrthéiri
a choimead d’thonn corrfholintais agus aslaithreachtai sealadacha a
lionadh.

T4 ar aireamh in alt 5 fo-ailt a chur isteach lena ndéantar forail gur
g4 do dhuine aonair a bheith inniuil i nGaeilge agus a bheith abalta gno
an bhoird a sheoladh i nGaeilge chun bheith incheaptha né intofa chun
an bhoird. Ceadaitear don Aire leis an alt seo an leibhéal innitilachta is
g4 a thorordu ag féachaint don choras caighdean ar a dtugtar an Creat
Comhchoiteann Tagartha Eorpach le haghaidh Teangacha.

Alt 6 Leastu ar alt 8 den Phriomh-Acht

Leasaitear leis an alt seco alt 8 den Phriomh-Acht tri fho-alt nua a
chur isteach lena gceadéfar d’Udaras na Gaeltachta talamh a dhiol le
comhlacht iomchui, n6 a dhituscairt chuige, chun tithiocht a sholathar i
réigitin Ghaeltachta.

Alt 7 Leasu ar alt 10A den Phriomh-Acht
Déantar forail leis an alt seo maidir le fo-ailt a chur isteach lena
gceadofar coisti réigitinacha a bhuna.

Alt 8 Cuid IVA nua a chur isteach sa Phriomh-Acht

Déantar forail leis an alt seo maidir le Cuid IVA nua a chur isteach
sa Phriomh-Acht lena rialofar an chaoi a ndéanfar toghchain d’Udaras
na Gaeltachta a riar. Airitear ar na saincheisteanna a dtugtar aghaidh
orthu san alt seo cearta votala, toghlimistéir a bhund, comhaltai tofa
a leithroinnt, cinn chomhairimh a cheapadh agus cionta toghchain a
dhéanamh.



Section 9 Amendment of First Schedule to Principal Act

This section amends the First Schedule to the Principal Act through
various insertions regarding the following: the length of time a member
may hold office, the number of terms a member may serve on the board, a
provision for when there are insufficient elected members and provisions
for casual vacancies and temporary absences.

Sections 10, 11 and 12 Amendment of Electoral Acts 1992 & 1997 and
the Litter Pollution Act 1997

These sections amend the Electoral Acts 1992 and 1997 and the
Litter Pollution Act 1997 by adding references to Udaras na Gaeltachta
elections to same. These amendments are largely of a technical nature
as regards the running of elections in a similar manner to other statutory
elections organised by the state.

Section 13 Amendment of Official Languages Act 2003

This Section amends the Official Languages Act 2003 by the insertion
of an additional Section under Section 19A in regard to the new Language
Standards system. This amendment is proposed to correct the potential
unintended consequence of Section 17 of the Official Languages
(Amendment) Act 2021, which, once commenced, will repeal Sections
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 of the Principal Act, which would inter
alia, cause a Language Scheme of a public body to lapse. The insertion
of this additional Section will ensure that a Language Scheme, where
prescribed, shall remain in place until such time as a Language Standard
is prescribed, ensuring the continuity of the current level of public
services provided through the medium of Irish, at a minimum, by a public
body.

Section 14 Amendment of Gaeltacht Act 2012

This section amends the Gaeltacht Act 2012 to allow the designation
of towns within 30km of a Gaeltacht Language Planning Area to be
nominated as Gaeltacht Service Towns.

An Roinn Turasoireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Medan,
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Alt 9 Least ar an gCéad Sceideal a ghabhann leis an bPriomh-Acht
Leasaitear leis an alt seo an Chéad Sceideal a ghabhann leis an
bPriomh-Acht tri phiosai éagstila téacs a chur isteach i ndail leis na nithe
seo a leanas: fad na tréimhse a bhféadfaidh comhalta oifig a shealbhu lena
linn; lion na dtéarmai a bhféadfaidh comhalta fonamh ar an mbord ar a
bhfeadh; forail don chas nuair nach mbeidh doéthain comhaltai tofa ann
agus foralacha maidir le corrfholuntais agus aslaithreachtai sealadacha.

Ailt 10, 11 agus 12 Leasu ar na hAchtanna Toghchain, 1992 agus 1997
agus ar an Acht um Thruaillia 6 Bhruscar, 1997

Leasaitear leis na hailt seo na hAchtanna Toghchain, 1992 agus 1997
agus an tAcht um Thruaillit 6 Bhruscar, 1997 tri thagairti do thoghchéin
chun Udaras na Gaeltachta a chur isteach iontu. Is leasuithe de chinedl
teicnitil na leasuithe sin, den chuid is mo6, a bhaineann le toghchain
a reachtail ar mhodh atd comhchosuil le toghchdin reachtula eile arna
n-eagru ag an Stat.

Alt 13 Leasu ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiula, 2003

Leasaitear leis an Alt seo Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiula, 2003
tri Alt breise a chur isteach faoi Alt 19A i ndail leis an gcéras nua
de Chaighdeain Teanga. Beartaitear, leis an leasti seo, an iarmhairt
fhéideartha neamhbheartaithe a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag Alt 17 d’Acht
na dTeangacha Oifigiula (Least), 2021, a chur ina ceart, is alt lena
n-aisghairfear, ar thosach feidhme do, Ailt 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, agus
18, rud a d’fthagfadh, inter alia, go rachadh Scéim Teanga comhlachta
phoibli as feidhm. Cinnteofar, trid an Alt breise sin a chur isteach,
go leanfaidh Scéim Teanga de bheith i bhfeidhm, i gcas i a bheith
forordaithe, go dti go bhforordofar Caighdean Teanga, rud a chinnteoidh
go ndéanfaidh comhlacht poibli seirbhisi poibli tri mhean na Gaeilge a
sholathar, go comhleantnach, ar an leibhéal reatha ar a laghad.

Alt 14 Leasu ar Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012

Leasaitear leis an alt seo Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012 chun a cheadu bailte
ata laistigh de 30km 6 Limistéar Pleanala Teanga Gaeltachta a ainmniu
mar Bhailte Seirbhise Gaeltachta.
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