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Leaving Certificate

Climate Action & Sustainable Development
Drama, Film and Theatre Studies



Our aims …
•Provide context to development of the draft 
specifications for Leaving Certificate 

- Climate Action & Sustainable Development 
- Drama, Film and Theatre Studies

•Invite discussion on implications for introducing 
these specifications in schools



2023 2023 2024 2024

Senior Cycle 
Advisory 
Report

Public consultation 
2 Feb  – 5 April ‘24

Sept 2023

Seek Council 
approval 
June 2024

Business
Climate Action & Sustainable Development
Drama, Film and Theatre Studies 

June ‘24

2020

1 Feb 2023

March/ April 
‘2024

20 Sept 2023



Senior Cycle Redevelopment: 

Minister’s announcement – 20th Sept ‘23: 

“In 2025, students will benefit from the earlier rollout of nine new and revised subjects 
including Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Business — two years earlier than previously planned.
Part of these transformative developments include the introduction of the two new Senior 
Cycle subjects of Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, and Climate Action and Sustainable 
Development.
Each of this first tranche of new subject specifications will incorporate externally assessed 
components that are not a traditional written examination. These components will be 
externally assessed by the State Examinations Commission (SEC).”



Developing the draft specifications 

DEVELOPMENT GROUPS FORMED BY 
COUNCIL OF NCCA AND INFORMED 

BY A BACKGROUND PAPER AND BRIEF 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

SUBJECTS

NOMINEES FROM UNIONS, PARENTS, 
MANAGEMENT BODIES, DE, SEC, 

SUBJECT ASSOCIATION AND OTHERS

MEETINGS FROM 

SEPT 2022 - JANUARY 2024

DRAFT SPECIFICATIONS DEVELOPED PASSED THROUGH NCCA 
STRUCTURES (BOARD AND COUNCIL)



Background and Context: SC specifications

• Next steps:

oConsultation opens 2nd February
oRuns until 5th April
oOnline surveys, written submissions, school visits and engagement with 

stakeholders.



Draft Leaving Certificate 
Climate Action & Sustainable Development specification 

Dr. David King 



Course overview



Key Features

The nature of action
About, for, through
Individual vs collective
Teacher-led vs Youth-led 
Learning space
Affective dimension of learning 



Key Features

Integrated approach

…discuss 
arguments for 
the rights of 

nature

…explain how people are 
adapting to the effects of 
climate change in Ireland

…compare the response of a 
country to climate change 

mitigation with Ireland

ALT 1: Engaging in 
dialogue about 

climate action & 
sustainable 

development

Students should be able 
to…



Additional assessment component 

• Action Project

• 40% of SEC examinable grade

• Related to LOs of the Applied Learning Tasks strand, as well as LOs 
from the other strands as appropriate to the brief

• Students engage in action of their choosing – research, plan, design, 
conduct

• Communication & reflection throughout the process

• Up to 20 hours of class time for completion



Draft Leaving Certificate 
Drama, Film and Theatre Studies specification 

Mary-Elaine Tynan



Key Features

Applied focus: theatre and film

Integrated Strands: balance of process and product

Specified areas of learning: learning about 
and through the work of practitioners

Portfolio: reflective process

AAC: practical project with reflection



Structure of the Specification



Applied Creative Tasks

1. Create an ensemble-driven piece of theatre, based on one of 

the suggested genres, periods, styles or forms.

2. Make a film sequence, based on one of the suggested

genres, periods, styles or forms.

3. Devise a piece of theatre or make a short film demonstrating 

familiarity with their chosen format. The work will be in 

response to a piece of live theatre or film they have engaged 

with.



AAC – Creativity in Practice Project
Nature:
• Develop a piece of film or theatre, in response to the 

stimulus in SEC brief
• Related to LOs of the Applied Creative Tasks and LOs from 

the other strands, as appropriate to brief 
• Choice in area of focus (film or theatre) 
• Students work individually or collaboratively 
• Work submitted on an individual basis 
 
Timing: 6th Year 
 
Weighting: 50% 
 
Hours Required: Up to 25 hours of class time 
 
Descriptors of Quality: Set out in specification



April 5th Consultation ends

March - May Development Groups reconvene

June Seek approval for final specifications
Final specifications made available for 

CPD

Next Steps



Thank you

For more information visit ncca.ie



Supporting the Introduction of 
New Subjects in Schools
Climate Action and Sustainable Development

Drama, Film and Theatre Studies



Senior Cycle Redevelopment to Date

MM0



Slide 21

MM0 This is lovely but I think the writing is still too small. Increase size of titles, 
maybe put three sciences across one line same with latin and greek. Get rid 
od three subjects in LCA, just write LCA. Make two new subjects bigger or 
even make column three all bigger font than others. You should then be able 
to increase size of font across slide.
Mona Metcalfe, 2024-02-22T12:50:44.660

MM0 0 [@Darren Murphy] 
Mona Metcalfe, 2024-02-22T12:50:59.640



Specifications

Consultation period until Friday, 5th April



Climate Action and Sustainable Development 
Year 1 – 4: Sept 2024- June 2028

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4Year 1 Sept 2024

MM0



Slide 23

MM0 [@Darren Murphy] did I dream it or did we not agree to getting rid of the 
number boxes?Thoughts?
Mona Metcalfe, 2024-02-22T12:56:01.265

DM0 0 I've popped in a few options A, B and C. Let me know if any of them work or 
if you've another idea. I'll do the animated slide once we decide on a design
Darren Murphy, 2024-02-22T14:30:49.355

MM0 1 I think B looks best? What do you think?
Mona Metcalfe, 2024-02-22T14:47:28.018

MM0 2 When you do the transition, [keep the original words on the year one 
because it's large and readable. Just delete PLE
Mona Metcalfe, 2024-02-22T14:49:06.012



Climate Action and Sustainable Development

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Two Day Event

Year 1 Sept 2024

Two Day Event



Drama, Film & Theatre Studies
Year 1 – 4: Sept 2024- June 2028

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4Year 1 Sept 2024

MM0



Slide 25

MM0 number boxes need to be deleted
Mona Metcalfe, 2024-02-22T20:50:57.202



Drama, Film & Theatre Studies

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Year 1 Sept 2024

Two Day Event

Two Day Event



Thematic Approach to supports Climate Action and 
Sustainable 

Development

Drama, Film & 
Theatre Studies

Year 3
2026 - 2027

Year 4
2027 - 2028

Year 1
2024 - 2025

Preparation Reflection

Year 2
2025 - 2026

Communicating 
Ideas and 
Concepts; 

Creativity in 
Practice

Engagement, 
Through 

Real-World 
Contexts

The Role of 
Formative 

Assessment

Developing 
Student 

Investigative 
Skills

MM0AM1



Slide 27

MM0 I think this set up looks best? Your thoughts?
Mona Metcalfe, 2024-02-22T14:34:57.051

AM1 Mona, I happened to notice Drama is missing an a on this slide when I was 
doing the translations. I didn't want to edit the slides.
Aoife Ní Mhaille, 2024-02-23T22:31:54.504

MM1 0 amended....great spot
Mona Metcalfe, 2024-02-26T10:49:47.830



Find out more:

oide.ie/post-primary

@oide_ireland
info@oide.ie

-
eolas@oide.ie

oide.ie/apply-book-
now/schools



27 February 2024



30 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

Phase One 

Timelines

Application & Process

Supports & Enablers



31 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

Phase One

 Phased approach to introduction
 Supports
 Teacher professional learning

 Schools apply
 Selection: around 40 schools per subject



32 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

Timelines
Applications to be a Phase 
One school open

Early/mid March 
2024

This school year

Applications to be a Phase 
One school close

Early/mid April 
2024

Schools notifiedMid/late May 2024

Teacher Professional Learning for teachers in 
Phase One schools

2024/25

Teaching and learning commences for 5th years in 
Phase One Schools

2025/26



33 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

If applying... 

 support from Board of Management and 
senior leadership

 have a viable number of interested students
 Ideally, 2 interested, registered* teachers

(applications with 1 will be considered)
 space available to offer the subject



34 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

Selection Process

Representative sample of schools:
 school type
 location
 size
 DEIS status
 current provision of activity in this subject area
 previous participation in the first phase of schools to 

introduce a new subject(s)



35 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

Supports and Enablers

 Teacher Professional Learning
 Allocation and equipment

 Supports informed by previous experience and school leaders
 *Qualified teachers?

 Registered teachers – in other subjects
 To be qualified in one of the new subjects:
 Teaching Council subject criteria – commence when 

specifications final
 Higher Ed. courses after TC sets subject criteria



36 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

Discussion – Session 1

1. Any clarifications on the CASD or DFTS 
specifications?

2. Any clarifications on the Oide programme of 
supports?

3. What does a school need to know and do 
at school level before applying to be 
a Phase One school?

4. Apart from Oide's supports, additional 
allocation, and equipment, what other 
supports would help a school in starting to 
offer a new subject?

5. A quick poll – does your school intend 
applying to introduce one of the new 
subjects?

Scan the QR code or go to 

menti.com
and enter the code 

1863 6734



37 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

Housekeeping

 12:20 Next session – stay where you are.

 13:00 Lunch – Canal Suite
 After lunch back to the Hogan Suite


