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Thank you Chair, 

Ireland aligns with the statement of the EU and thanks the Special Rapporteur for her detailed 

report and presentation today.  

We as the international community have an obligation to fight impunity for war crimes. Special 

Rapporteur, how can we best ensure that all parties to this conflict are held accountable for 

their actions?  

We are deeply concerned by the legislation passed this week in relation to UNWRA, which has 

a mandate from the UN General Assembly and is essential and irreplaceable for millions of 

Palestinian refugees, in particular in the current context in Gaza. 

Ireland welcomes the ICJ’s recent Advisory Opinion on Legal Consequences arising from the 

Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 

for which we provided written and oral submissions. Ireland will also intervene in the case 

initiated by South Africa against Israel under the Genocide Convention.   

Ireland recalls the importance of respect for human rights, and obligation to ensure the 

protection of civilians at all times in line with international humanitarian law. All parties to a 

conflict have an obligation to abide by international humanitarian law.  

The priority must remain an immediate ceasefire, a hostage release deal and massive 

humanitarian aid into Gaza.  


