0\6

From: - Ll e

Sent: Tuesday 24 February 2026 19:30

To: DCEE IFD Public Consultations

Subject: Submission to Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme (Amendment)
Regulations and Conservation Measures 2026

Attachments: Submission to IFI Feb.. 2026.docx

wrion: This eMail originated from outside your organisation and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not click on any links oropen

any attachments untess you recognise the sender o _'-;I1.,.i‘)_uf‘h,ﬂ,ﬂ:{'{g[:‘n]"[;!l_ and know that the content is safe. "f"’}'l'?’il(‘wl" :l.\'i(.ﬂ.p[.[ri,:_
please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk. :

To whom it may concern,
Please find my submission attached below.

Yours sincerely,



25/02/2026

Re: Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme Regulations 2025

For the coming 2026 season the opening date for the river Slaney has been moved from
March 17" to'May 31%. As the Slaney is primarily regarded as a spring salmon fishery this,
effectively, amounts to a closure of the river from an angling point of view.

Those anglers who fish the Slaney in the Spring are fully aware that numbers of 2SW salmon
are not what they should be. Yet, this alone does not prevent them from fishing on the cold,
wet days of March and April. There is a lot more to fly fishing than catching fish. There is
the sheer enjoyment of casting a long line and, perhaps, the sight of a salmon rising in a pool
or a kingfisher skimming over the water. Many of my fellow Slaney anglers have not hooked
or landed a springer in years, yet it doesn’t stop them returning to the river from one year to
the next.

It is clear that angling pressure has been much lower during the last few seasons. Closing
the river in the coming spring may be the final straw for many legitimate fly fishermen.
Many of the angling clubs, syndicates and private fisheries on the Slaney are already
struggling financially. Further losses of members and subscriptions will be a another blow to
their continued survival.

Closing the Slaney in the spring will also have the effect of taking ‘eyes’ off the river just as
these precious 2SW salmon are migrating upstream. The poachers will be more than happy
to take advantage. A telescopic spinning rod and a flying C, armed with a treble hook, is a
lot more effective than a single, barbless fly. And there will be no catch-and-release. Every
year | encounter these individuals casually walking along the river, waiting for the angler to
leave so they can get on with their illegal activity. Discarded packaging from spinning baits
and fish scales in the grass tell the tale.

Moving the opening date to May 31% will require IFI staff to fill the void left by anglers as
custodians of the river. This will inevitably require the recruitment of many extra staff and
the provision of more vehicles. Poaching is not the only threat to the river. | have reported
suspected incidents of water pollution to IFl and Wexford and County Council on a number
of occasions. The middle reaches of the Slaney flow within metres of many large-scale
quarries and their associated tailing ponds. The presence of anglers on the river increases
the likelihood of early detection and reporting of silt-laden discharges. It is likely that



angling clubs and their members, through their activities and vigilance, constitute a
significant deterrent to any would-be polluter. '

In summary, | would contend that the presence and vigilance of catch-and-release fly anglers
on the Slaney in the Spring is a positive force in the protection of the 2SW salmon stocks and
| would ask that you review the decision to close the river until May 31 next season.

Yours faithfully,



