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Hello,

I would like to share my concerns over the proposed closure of salmon angling on the Boyne River in
2026. RIVER BOYNE

e There has been no public consultation on this issue via town hall. There was one created for
the Ballina anglers, however none for the boyne. This is unfair practice.

¢ The Salmon Angling Season is already underway and started. Licenses have been sold. Will
license holders be compensated if a river is closed where the majority of your angling takes
place. Itis unreasonable to remove this opportunity and expect anglers to travel far distances
to fish other open rivers. This is bad for the environment.

« |Fl have shared no plan of remedial works required on the River Boyne.

o |Fl have notindicated how long a closure would be for.

e |FI have not proven beyond doubt that salmon parr and smolt survey techniques have covered
all the river. In different water levels fish move up or down from traditional areas where the
surveys would have taken place.

+ IFl have not provided sufficient funding and resources to improve river habitat and spawning
habitat.

o |Fl staff are for the most part employ staff to protect the river. There is not enough staff for
development and research. More staff with an ability to improve the Salmon habitat would be
more beneficial, especially on the development end.

e There are barriers on the Boyne System at weirs, such as Balmoral weir. This has been
highlighted many times over the years. |Fl have failed to remove barriers.

e |Fl have not liaised with the clubs how they propose to manage the effect of a closure on said
clubs. The clubs provide passive surveillance protections measures, pollution reporting and
carry out maintenance of the river. This will all be lost.

o Anglers may only have salmon fishing gear. They may not have another type. How does IFI
propose to compensate anglers?

» Anglers go salmon angling to help with mental stresses at home and in work. Its a place of
mental therapy. Without salmon angling people will become depressed.

o« Salmon face new threats from an intensification of predation from seals and cormorant. In
other countries such as Scotland they are proactively managing this threat. They have
recognised this issue and found resolutions.

Its seems that the simple solution IFl wishes to force into place is stop people from angling in their
local river. IFl needs to take an alternative approach and exhaust all other improvement opportunities



for the river. Once that has been proven IFl can then approach the anglers and a more understanding
response would be received.

Best Regards,



