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What is a curriculum evaluation?  

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the 
Primary School Curriculum (1999), the Primary Language Curriculum (2019) and the Primary 
Mathematics Curriculum. They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where 
appropriate, to aid the further development of the subject in the school. 

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspector evaluated learning and teaching in Science under the 
following headings: 

1.    Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
2.    Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice  
3.    The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning 
 

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides 
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the 
school’s provision in each area.  

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a student-friendly page that provides information 
for the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It 
outlines for them some of the main findings and recommendations. The board of management 
was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and recommendations of the 
report; a response was not received from the board.  

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent 

and tackle bullying 
 
 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and 
anti-bullying procedures were conducted: 

Child Protection Anti-bullying 

1. The name of the DLP and the Child 
Safeguarding Statement are prominently 
displayed near the main entrance to the 
school. 

2. The Child Safeguarding Statement has 
been ratified by the board and includes 
an annual review and a risk assessment. 

3. All teachers visited reported that they 
have read the Child Safeguarding 
Statement and that they are aware of 
their responsibilities as mandated 
persons. 

1. The school has developed an anti-
bullying policy that meets the 
requirements of the Anti-Bullying 
Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary 
Schools (2013) or Bí Cineálta (2024) and 
this policy is reviewed annually.  

2. The school’s current anti-bullying policy is 
published on its website and/or is readily 
accessible to board of management 
members, teachers, parents and pupils.  

 
The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.  

 



Curriculum evaluation 

 

Date of inspection  14/05/2025 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Discussion with principal and teachers 

 Review of relevant documents  

 Pupil focus-group interview 

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Examination of pupils’ work  

 Interaction with pupils  

 Feedback to principal and teachers 

 

School context 
Scoil Náisiúnta Bhaile an Chuisín is a co-educational primary school situated in Ballycushion, 
County Mayo. It operates under the patronage of the Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. At the time 
of the evaluation, the school had two mainstream class teachers, one of whom was the 
principal, and a shared special education teacher (SET), who was based in another school. 
There were eleven pupils enrolled at the time of the evaluation. 
 
 

Summary of main findings and recommendations: 

Findings 

 The quality of pupils’ learning in Science was good, overall, and most pupils 

demonstrated a very positive attitude to Science. 

 Pupils’ learning experiences were of a very good quality. 

 The overall quality of teaching in the lessons observed was very good. 

 School planning was effective in progressing pupils’ learning. 

 Science was very effectively integrated with other subjects of the curriculum. 

Recommendations 

 To further develop pupils’ ability to discuss and justify their opinions on their learning in 

Science, whole-school approaches to supporting pupils’ understanding and use of key 

scientific vocabulary should be implemented. 

 

Detailed findings and recommendations 
 

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
 
The quality of pupils’ learning in Science was good, overall, and most pupils demonstrated a 
very positive attitude to Science. The pupils in both classrooms were engaged, motivated and 
participated eagerly in all aspects of the Science lessons observed. 

During the lessons observed, pupils in the junior classroom developed their understanding of 
concepts in the strand Sound. They investigated the pitch produced using the finger holes of the 
tin whistle. They built on this by exploring how changes in materials, volume and beaters 
affected the sound produced, through the use of crystal glasses filled with different volumes of 
water. Pupils were enabled to create musical phrases with the glasses and metal beaters. 
Pupils in the senior classroom used a stimulus video and their Designing and making skills to 
explore Energy and forces and the properties of a variety of synthetic and natural materials. 
They could apply the concept of the fair test effectively to investigate the protective qualities of 
materials when dropped from a fixed height. 
 

During interactions with the inspector, the majority of pupils were articulate in discussing their 
learning in the strands of Living things and Environmental awareness and care. They could 



explain the importance of caring for their local environment, the stages of plant growth, the life 
cycles of a variety of creatures and the project they were conducting on the incubation of hen 
eggs. They demonstrated a good understanding of a variety of concepts in the strand of Energy 
and forces. 

Some pupils were very confident in sharing their learning during the lessons. There was scope 
for improvement in the use of key scientific language. To further develop pupils’ abilities to 
discuss and justify their opinions on their learning in Science, whole-school approaches to 
supporting pupils’ understanding and use of key scientific vocabulary should be implemented. 

It was commendable that pupils at all class levels completed projects based on their learning in 
Science. These included digital research and presentations, poster displays and models based 
on the Designing and making section of the curriculum. 

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through 

learning experiences and teachers’ practice 
 

Pupils’ learning experiences were of a very good quality. All pupils engaged in hands-on 
activities during the lessons observed and there was a highly commendable range of 
photographs available, recording the variety of active approaches they had experienced in 
learning Science over the previous year. The respectful and relaxed relationships between the 
teachers and pupils, and among the pupils themselves, was a notable positive feature of the 
school.  
 
Pupils participated in a number of field trips to enhance their learning experiences in Science, 
such as to the local Forest School, nature trails and a visit to the Shannon hydroelectric scheme 
at Ardnacrusha. They experienced a variety of engagements with expert speakers, including 
input in STEM, coding and a workshop with MakerMeet Ireland. The classroom and corridor 
displays included supports for learning in Social, Environmental and Scientific Education 
(SESE). There was scope to enhance these displays through the inclusion of scientific 
vocabulary and through the display of pupils’ work demonstrating their key learning in the 
subject.  
 
There were highly commendable experiences using digital technologies to support the pupils’ 
learning in Science, including conducting research and creating presentations. It was very good 
that opportunities for all pupils to share their learning in Science were provided through inter-
classroom presentations and publications in the school newsletter. Pupils in the focus group 
reported that they enjoyed learning in Science as it was fun, active and involved figuring out and 
testing their ideas. They said they enjoyed their projects, working scientifically and recording 
their findings.  
 
Overall, the quality of teaching in the lessons observed was very good. All teachers prepared 
effectively for lessons, with visible and recorded preparation evident during the evaluation. The 
content of the lessons was pitched appropriately for the multigrade settings, and pupils had 
opportunities to engage in discussion throughout the lessons. Lessons were well structured and 
paced and teachers provided very clear explanations to the pupils. There was scope to improve 
the balance between teacher instruction and pupil-led inputs in the lessons through the use of 
pair discussions. Teachers ensured the learning in the lessons was clearly linked to real-life 
application for the pupils and they supported the development of pupils’ scientific skills, 
including predicting, observing, investigating, experimenting and communicating. The teaching 
of Science was very effectively integrated with other subjects of the curriculum, such as Music, 
Visual Arts, Gaeilge, Mathematics and English. The regular use of the procedural writing genre 
to record the pupils’ investigations and experiments would further enhance the very good 
practices observed. 
 
Teachers used a very good variety of assessment approaches to monitor pupils’ progress in 
Science. These included teacher questioning, exploring prior knowledge of the topic, pupils’ 
recording their observations in copybooks and on worksheets, photographs of experiments and 
activities, and displays of their projects. 

 



3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, 

in progressing pupils’ learning 
 
School planning was effective in progressing pupils’ learning in Science. The school plan for 
Science outlined a clear two-year cycle for the teaching of the strands of the Science curriculum 
and was reflective of the school’s multi-grade context. It included the glance-card supports 
developed by Oide, the support service for teachers and school leaders.  

The school had identified areas of the school plan for Science for review. It is recommended 
that, following this review, the plan include an inventory of the resources available for open-
ended investigations and experiments, an environmental audit of the school grounds to identify 
the variety of habitats, the key vocabulary expected to be learned by the pupils at each class 
level, and guidance for teachers on the use of digital technologies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For the pupils of Scoil Náisiúnta 

Bhaile an Chuisín about their 

learning in Science 

Date of inspection: 14/05/2025 

 

 

 

Introduction  

Your school had an inspection of Science recently. 
This page for pupils describes what the inspector 
found and gives ideas about what the school should 
do to make learning better. 

 

 

  

What did the inspector do during the visit?  

The inspector visited classrooms and talked to 
teachers and pupils about the work they were doing. 
The inspector also met with a focus group of pupils to 
talk to them about their learning. 

 

 

 

What did the inspector find? 

Here are some of the main things: 

 Pupils’ learning in Science was good and pupils 

had a very positive attitude to Science. 

 Teaching of Science was very good in the school, 

overall. 

 Pupils took part in lots of very useful activities to 

support their learning in Science. 

 Pupils used their learning from other subjects in 

their Science lessons. 

 

 

 

What the inspector said the school should do to 

make learning better 

 Teachers should help pupils to learn and use 

more scientific language so that they can be even 

better at discussing the things they have learned 

in Science. 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this page. 

A special thank you to pupils who took part in the focus group. 
 

  



The Inspectorate’s Quality Continuum 

Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used 
by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area. 

Level Description Examples of descriptive terms 

Excellent Provision that is excellent is 
exemplary in meeting the needs of 
learners. This provision provides an 
example for other schools and 
settings of exceptionally high 
standards of provision. 

Excellent; exemplary; outstanding; 
exceptionally high standard; with very 
significant strengths 

Very good Provision that is very good is very 
effective in meeting the needs of 
learners and is of a very high 
standard. There is potential to build 
on existing strengths to achieve an 
excellent standard.  

Very good; of a very high quality; very 
effective practice; highly commendable; 
very successful 

Good Provision that is good is effective in 
meeting the needs of learners. There 
is need to build on existing strengths 
in order to address the aspects to be 
developed and achieve a very good 
standard.  

Good; of good quality; effective 
practice; competent; useful; 
commendable; good standard; 
strengths outweigh the shortcomings; 
appropriate provision although some 
possibilities for improvement exist 

Requires 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not sufficiently effective 
in meeting the needs of learners. 
There is need to address certain 
deficiencies without delay in order to 
ensure that provision is good or 
better. 

Fair; less than effective; less than 
sufficient; evident weaknesses that are 
impacting on learning; experiencing 
difficulty; shortcomings outweigh 
strengths; must improve in specified 
areas; action required to improve 

 

Requires 
significant 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires significant 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not meeting the needs of 
learners. There is immediate need for 
significant action to address the 
areas of concern.  

Weak; poor; ineffective; insufficient; 
unacceptable; experiencing significant 
difficulties; serious deficiencies in the 
areas evaluated; requiring significant 
change, development and 
improvement to be effective 
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