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Welcome to the first newsletter to the 
stakeholders of the National Financial 
Literacy Strategy.
We have made lots of progress already during 2025. 

Since the launch of the Strategy, many initiatives have 
improved financial literacy across the country. Some 
of these are highlighted below. Please let us know if 
you have any developments to highlight in the next 
newsletter, and contact the Financial Literacy Team 
at Financialliteracy@finance.gov.ie if you would like 
more information on any of the events that have been 
highlighted.

To keep our Strategy moving forward, the Financial 
Literacy Team will be in touch in September to ask what 
initiatives your organisation will be taking to progress 
financial literacy in 2026 and how your initiatives over 
the course of 2025 progressed. 

The Strategy sets out clear aims and objectives for 
positive and productive change to the level of financial 
literacy in Ireland. Working together, we can make the 
move from developing a Strategy to delivering on the 
meaningful change that Strategy intends for financial 
knowledge and understanding across the country.

Thank you all again for your continued engagement 
and we look forward to continuing our work together 
delivering Ireland’s first National Financial Literacy 
Strategy.
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Global Money Week 2025 
(17-23 March)

GMW 2025 in Ireland was coordinated by the 
CCPC, with 12 organisations and 18,468 young 
people across Ireland directly involved. The 
launch event at Croke Park, opened by Minister 
of State Robert Troy, showcased student-led 
projects from the CCPC’s Our Money, Our 
Future programme. These included ‘Money Smart 
Services’ a budgeting app developed by 2nd 
year students and ‘The Winning Wallet,’ a board 
game designed by students that combines money 
management, business strategy, and wellbeing.  

Throughout the week, organisations including 
Revenue, Irish Funds, Junior Achievement 
Ireland, and MABS delivered financial education 
workshops to almost 4,000 young people. IOB 
and LIA organised webinars for parents and 
educators, BPFI ran the European Money Quiz, 
and other partners, including the BSTAI, FSPO 
and Brokers Ireland shared digital content with 
their members. 

Financial Readiness for Life
The Money Advice and Budgeting Service 
(MABS) has partnered with the Atlantic 
Technological University (ATU) to launch a 
groundbreaking free online course, “Financial 
Readiness for Life.” This initiative aims to equip 
students with essential financial skills as they 
transition to higher education and beyond. The 
course has proven popular to date and is open 
to anyone interested in enhancing their financial 
literacy skills. Press Release 

 

 

What’s been happening?
Q2 2025 Steering Group Meeting
On 27 May 2025, the Central Bank of Ireland, the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission 
and the Department of Finance came together for the first meeting of the National Financial Literacy 
Strategy Steering Group. This Steering Group will coordinate the short- and medium-term actions in 
the Strategy. At the meeting, the Steering Group agreed to establish four working groups on the topics 
of Monitoring & Evaluation; Research; Global Money Week; and the Review of the Financial Education 
Guidelines we launched alongside the Strategy in February.  

https://www.mabs.ie/en/news/mabs-and-atu-launch-free-online-financial-readiness-course-for-students/


European Money Quiz 2025
Banking & Payments Federation Ireland (BPFI) 
held the Irish finals of the 2025 European Money 
Quiz in March with third-year students Jodie 
Komolafe and Richelle Alexander, of Scoil Chríost 
Ri, Portlaoise, beating competition from over 
2,000 students across the country to represent 
Ireland in the European finals of Europe’s largest 
financial education competition. The EMQ 
is part of European Money Week (EMW), a 
joint initiative between the European Banking 
Federation and 30 banking associations across 
Europe - including BPFI, which aims to boost 
financial literacy levels and raise awareness on 
the benefits of financial education. 

Financial Resilience Training
Aviva and the Think Tank for Action on Social 
Change (TASC) held sessions of their financial 
resilience training in Dublin last week. This free 
training is delivered to communities and frontline 
charity staff across Ireland, with content tailored 
to their needs. Topics include budgeting, saving, 
debt management, energy use, digital tools, 
and financial supports. If you’re a charity or 
organisation interested in scheduling a session, 
please contact us at www.frt.ie.

OECD/INFE meeting in Mexico
In early May, representatives from the 
Competition and Consumer Protection 
Commission (CCPC) attended a three-day OECD 
event in Mexico, which included the International 
Network on Financial Education (INFE) 
Technical Committee meeting, a symposium 
on behavioural science and neuroscience in 
financial decision-making, and a workshop on 
the use of AI in financial education. They shared 
Ireland’s experience and perspectives on private 
sector involvement in schools and met with the 
Central Bank of Mexico to exchange insights on 
consumer-focused financial comparison tools.

www.frt.ie


Consumer Protection Code 2025
In March, the Central Bank of Ireland  published 
the Consumer Protection Code 2025, following 
an extensive review which included a discussion 
paper, public survey, public consultation and 
engagement with consumer and industry 
stakeholders.  

The Consumer Protection Code outlines a set 
of rules and business standards that regulated 
financial firms must follow when dealing with 
consumers.  Firms have a year to put the revised 
Code in place, and so the provisions will apply for 
the public from March 2026. 

The modernised Code is centred on an obligation 
for firms to secure customers’ interests which 
embodies a customer-focused mind-set where 
firms proactively take ownership of, and 
responsibility for, consumer protection. It also 
enhances consumer protections across a range of 
areas, including:

•	 Digitalisation – firms must be customer-focused in the design and implementation of digital 
services. 

•	 Informing effectively – a shift from requiring firms to disclose information, to informing 
effectively.  

•	 Mortgage switching - firms must meet new disclosure requirements on switching options and 
the cost of incentives on the overall cost of credit of a mortgage. 

•	 Provision of unregulated activities by regulated firms - firms must ensure customers can have 
no impression or misunderstanding that they are purchasing regulated products and services, 
where that is not the case. 

•	 Firms must be vigilant to the evolving risks of frauds and scams, and take appropriate actions to 
protect customers. 

•	 Protecting consumers in vulnerable circumstances - an updated definition of vulnerability, 
recognising that customers can move in and out of circumstances that make them vulnerable. 

•	 To tackle the risk of greenwashing, firms will be required to ensure they communicate clearly on 
climate and sustainability features of products. 

•	 Enhanced requirements in the areas of consumer credit, small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) protections, insurance and investments and pensions.



UCC videos
To mark the OECD’s Global Money Week 2025, 
a series of financial literacy videos aimed at 
third level students and young professionals was 
launched in University College Cork (UCC). The 
topics covered Digital Fraud, Money Muling, Buy 
Now Pay Later, Saving and Budgeting. The videos 
were co-created with – and acted by – current 
UCC students. The video series was the result of 
a partnership between UCC, Ludgate, Cork ETB 
and CIS and was funded by the Adult Literacy for 
Life (ALL) Collaboration and Innovation Fund.

The videos can be viewed here: Student Financial 
Literacy | University College Cork and are freely 
available to anyone who wishes to use or share 
them.

Microfinance Ireland
Microfinance Ireland have developed a range 
of educational videos as part of their Financial 
Literacy initiative. The videos cover topics such 
as What is Open Banking? What is a Cashflow 
Forecast? What are Financial Accounts?, and 
more. The aim of these videos is to help and 
assist small business owners when applying for 
a business loan, but also to give them a broader 
understanding of financial requirements and best 
practise for Irish businesses. 

To find out more visit:  Video Guides - Microfinance Ireland 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/further-supports/studentfinancialliteracy/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/further-supports/studentfinancialliteracy/
https://microfinanceireland.ie/video-guides-2/


International Literacy Day
International Literacy Day will take place this 
year on Monday, 8 September 2025. This year, 
International Literacy Day will be celebrated 
under the theme of “Promoting literacy in the 
digital era.” With rising levels of digitalisation 
and the increasing prevalence of online frauds 
and scams, digital financial literacy is essential 
to ensuring people can safely and confidently 
navigate and manage their finances online. 

What’s Coming Up?

ALL Showcase
The Adult Literacy for Life 
(ALL) Office in SOLAS 
are hosting the ‘Literacy 
Changing Lives’ showcase 
event in Croke Park on 
16 June.  The event will 
celebrate initiatives taking 
place that help make 
Ireland more literacy aware 
and literacy friendly. 

In 2024 the ALL 
Collaboration and 
Innovation Fund supported 
over 100 projects, 
including projects related 
to Financial Literacy. 
Funding allocated for 2025 
will be announced at the 
event. 
This year a specific strand of the fund was set aside for Financial Literacy projects through a 
collaboration between Adult Literacy for Life and the Competition and Consumer Protection 
Commission. You can register for the event by scanning the QR code provided.



Our Money, Our Future 
2025/2026
Building on last year’s success, applications 
are now open for the CCPC’s Our Money, Our 
Future 2025–2026 sponsorship programme. 
Post-primary schools and Youthreach centres can 
apply for sponsorship of up to €1,000 to design 
and deliver student-led financial literacy projects 
for Global Money Week 2026. 

The programme supports creative and engaging 
projects that bring key personal finance topics 
into the classroom. It aims to promote financial 
literacy and help young people develop the skills 
to make informed financial decisions. 

If you know a teacher or school that might be 
interested, encourage them to apply at this link 
by 12 September 2025.

Link here for more information.

UK Money and Pensions Service Report
The UK Money and Pensions Service will be launching a report titled: Financial education provision 
mapping 2024: an analysis of financial education programmes for children and young people across 
the UK. The report highlights trends, identifies challenges, and provides valuable insights to help shape 
practice and policy that enhances young people’s financial capability. 

The Report will be launched as part of a webinar taking place on  
Thursday 19th June, 10:00am-11:00am. Find out more and register here.

https://www.ccpc.ie/consumers/about/financial-education/our-money-our-future/about-our-money-our-future/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5de79eb1-da97-4a1a-8f6e-a687f35a7ffa@bbe41032-8fce-4d42-bab5-44e21510886d

