
 

 

Heat and Built Environment Taskforce  

17th October 2024 14.30 – 16.00 

Location – Online 
Attendance 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications; Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine; Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment; Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage; Department of the Taoiseach; HSE; SEAI, Department of Public 
Expenditure, NDP Delivery and Reform. 

 

1. Welcome and approval of the previous minutes.  
 
No amendments of the previous meeting note were suggested during the meeting. It was 
requested that the group send any comments to the PMO, but if none were received then the 
note would be considered agreed upon and published on gov.ie.  

 
 

2. PMO Update  
 
The PMO highlighted the work that is ongoing regarding the revision of the implementation plan 
and most actions are now completed. The website will be updated to reflect Taskforce 
achievements. The new monitoring framework will be represented in a Gannt Chart.  
 
The PMO confirmed that the Unallocated Savings template previously circulated to Working 
Groups has been approved by Working Group chairs. DECC Climate will soon tender for CCS 
services. Working Group support can be requested following the tender process. 
 
A discussion was had on the Spark Gap paper which DETE will circulate more widely. The Focus 
Group will contribute to further developing the position paper on the Spark Gap issue. 

 

3. Overarching Heat Policy 
 
Ireland's renewable heat sector lags behind other countries. To address this, the District Heating 
Working group has prioritised legislative reforms, project incentives, and financial support for 
early adopters of district heating. 

 
Heat Bill  
 
Heads of Bill are intended to support District Heat expansion, to ensure price protections for new 
District Heat customers, and provide licensing regime. It will also provide for acquisition of 
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networks into the future and will also allow for new regime of heat network planning i.e. a plan led 
approach. 
 
The Heat Bill was presented at the recent SOG and is being finalised with the aim of getting it to 
cabinet by end of October. 
 
Heat Policy Statement 
 
This has undergone screening for SEA and AA. An eSubmission is being prepared for the 
Minister later this month.  
 
Funding for District Heating 
 
The intention is for the Support Scheme for Renewable Heat (SSRH) to include the 4 
recommendations regarding DH from the 2023 SSRH Annual Report, submitted to DECC in May 
2024, with the Heat Bill memo for governments.  Funding is being sought through ICNF and 
engagement is underway with DPENDR. The allocation process for the ICNF will take place in 
Q1 2025.  
 
District Heat Projects Update 

• Phase 1 of the Tallaght District Heating project is close to completion, SDCC is now 
exploring Phase 2. 

• There is now significant momentum in the project with work progressing on the design 
and construction of infrastructure with some key infrastructure already complete or being 
built out. Installation of the trunk main pipework through the Central Boulevard in the Irish 
Glass Bottle (IGB) site commenced in August 2024. 

• The Blanchardstown District Heating System is now being actively progressed by Fingal 
County Council and the project is at the business case development stage. 

• DECC have been informed that a private developer is actively considering potential 
district heating projects in Galway, Waterford and Portlaoise. Preliminary project scopes 
and engagement with anchor tenants has commenced.   

 

4. Commercial Buildings Roadmap 
 
Commercial Roadmap 
 

• DETE presented an update on the Commercial Roadmap.  

• The draft Commercial Buildings Roadmap is at an advanced stage of development. 

• From DETE’s perspective, the messaging is crucial. The Business Energy Support 
Scheme will be of great assistance and work in tandem with the Roadmap.   

• The emissions target for the commercial sector is a 45% emissions reduction target by 
2030 including the public sector, which amounts to about 120,000 buildings in total. 75% 
of buildings will need some energy efficiency measures before 2030 and district heat will 



 

 

play a significant role towards the end of this decade.  
 
Business Energy Support Scheme 
The scheme is going through final formalities and will be with the Secretary General in the next 
few days.  

 

5. EPBD update 
 

• DHLGH updated on the implementation and immediate requirements of Energy 

Performance Buildings Directive (EPBD).   

• The EPBD was adopted at the end of May. Drafting of primary heads of legislation has 

been approved. In legislative programme for priority drafting. Primary legislation is 

happening apace.  

• Meetings are ongoing with the Commission and guidance is being developed. 

• Article 17(15)-ending fossil fuel subsidies for replacement boiler applies from 1st Jan 

2025  

• Article to require Building Automation and Control Systems from 31st Dec 2024 is 

currently being drafted by DHLGH. 

• Rescaling of BER is being progressed. 

• Art 9(1) Ownership of Minimum Energy Performance Standards still to be agreed. 

DHLGH and DECC to meet to discuss process to agree ownership. 

• Public sector has an important role to play in the implementation of the EPBD as the 

public sector deadlines are about 2 years ahead of private sector.  

 

6. Working Group updates  
 

a) AD/Biomethane  

• The National Biomethane Strategy has been implemented, and the inaugural meeting of 

the Implementation Group, comprising a diverse range of stakeholders, has been held. 

The CRU are working on a biomethane connection policy. ESB Networks is progressing a 

lighthouse project working with an Extra-Large Energy User to procure sustainable 

biomethane for their on-site electricity generation. 

• There is also an oversight group consisting of government departments and state 

agencies. 

• The Renewable Heat Obligation (RHO) was originally to be part of the Heat Bill but it has 

now been removed as advised by AGO. It will now be a Head of Bill. 

 

b) Public Sector Decarbonisation 

• The Minister signed off on the new "Reduce Your Use" campaign, which has shifted its 

focus from a crisis response to promoting long-term behavioural changes. Additionally, 



 

 

progress is being made on the Pathfinder memo. 

• The SEAI presented an update on the Public Sector Roadmap. The key components of 

the roadmap are policy, planning, funding resources and implementation. 

 

c) Residential Retrofit 

• Progress towards residential retrofit targets is on track. The recent VAT reduction for heat 
pumps will be instrumental in meeting the challenging targets for heat pump installation. 

 

7. AOB  
 

8. Next Meeting  
 
To be scheduled. 
 
 


