Graduate Diploma in Primary Care Nursing Practice (PCNP) - Development,
Implementation and Evaluation of Education Programme for Nurses and Midwives

The programme, launched as a two-year pilot in September 2023, has seen 117 nurses
participate. Led by a cross-disciplinary team from UCD School of Nursing, Midwifery,
and Health Systems, and UCD School of Medicine, it was open to General Nurses in
Public Health Nursing and General Practice Nurses. The blended learning approach is
innovative, pioneering new interdisciplinary approaches and integrating digital culture
to enhance student learning and new ways of working.

Graduates will be expert generalists, competent in providing comprehensive health
assessment in primary care specialist areas while using technology-enabled solutions.
They will support the shift towards community care, advancing the Slaintecare vision to
provide the right care, in the right place, at the right time.

Outcomes (1% intake of students):

e Graduates are excelling in key areas like women’s health, children’s health,
chronic disease, symptom management and palliative care, with a 100% pass
grade for relevant modules.

e Students are utilised, enhancing integrated care between community and acute
services, with a 100% pass grade for relevant modules.

Student Feedback:

e “[l] have a much better understanding of community services, enabling people,
Slaintecare and its ethos.”

e “[I’m] providing a more person-centred approach now, and a different approach
in providing health promotion.”

Patient Feedback:

e “They could intuitively see that things were happening. They would keep you
informed so you didn’t have to ask questions.”

The programme empowers nurses and enhances patient outcomes, aligning with the
principles of Slaintecare to create a more sustainable, patient-centred healthcare
system.
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