
 

 

CONSERVATION OF SALMON AND SEA TROUT (EXTENSION TO 

DRAFT NETS SEASON) ON THE OWENEA/OWENTOCKER 

(LETTERKENNY FISHERY DISTRICT) BYE-LAW NO. 1020, 2025. 

 

I, DARRAGH O’BRIEN, Minister for Climate, Energy and the Environment, in 

exercise of the powers conferred on me by section 57 of the Inland Fisheries Act 2010 

(No. 10 of 2010), (as adapted by the Environment, Climate and Communications 

(Alteration of Name of Department and Title of Minister) Order 2025 (S.I. No. 235 of 

2025)), hereby make the following bye-law:  

 

1. (1) This Bye-law may be cited as the Conservation of Salmon and Sea 

Trout (Extension to Draft Nets Season) on the Owenea/Owentocker 

(Letterkenny Fishery District)) Bye-law No. 1020, 2025.   

 

 (2) This Bye-law comes into operation on 22nd July 2025. 

 

2. In this Bye-law - 

 

“annual close season” has the meaning assigned to it by section 126 of the 

Fisheries (Consolidation) Act 1959; 

 

“draft net” includes a single wall of netting attached to a floating head rope 

and a weighted ground rope, designed so that a bag is formed into which the 

catch is drafted or hauled, for the purpose of taking or fishing, or attempting to 

take or to fish, for salmon or sea trout; 

 

“salmon” means fish of the species Salmo salar (Atlantic salmon); 



 

 

 

“sea trout” means fish of the migratory form of Salmo trutta, but does not 

include a sea trout which is 40 centimetres or less in length measured in a 

straight line from the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail; 

 

“snap net” includes a single wall of netting attached to a head rope and a 

weighted ground rope, designed to suspend between two boats and into which 

the catch is drawn, for the purpose of taking or fishing, or attempting to take 

or to fish, for salmon or sea trout; 

 

“weekly close time” has the meaning assigned to it by section 139 of the 

Fisheries (Consolidation) Act 1959. 

 

 

 

3. Notwithstanding Article 3 (b) of the Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout  

(Draft Nets and Snap Nets) Bye-law No. 1018, 2025 or anything contained in 

any Bye-law fixing the annual close season for salmon or sea trout, it is 

prohibited to take or to fish, or to attempt to take or to fish, for salmon or sea 

trout with a draft net or to aid or assist in such taking, fishing, or attempting, 

other than with a draft net, in the waters of the river specified in column (2) of 

the Schedule, opposite the fishery district specified in column (1) of the 

Schedule, during the period commencing on the opening day specified in 

column (3) and ending on the closing day specified in column (4) opposite that 

entry in column (1) of the Schedule. 

 

 



 

 

 

4. Notwithstanding Article 4 (b)(ii) of the Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout  

(Draft Nets and Snap Nets) Bye-law No. 1018, 2025 or anything contained in 

any bye-law varying the weekly close time, it is prohibited to take or to fish, or 

to attempt to take or to fish, for salmon or sea trout, or to aid or assist in such 

taking, fishing or attempting in any fishery district with a draft net during the 

month of July, commencing at 6 a.m. on any Saturday and ending at 6 a.m. on 

the following Monday in the waters of a river specified in column (2) of the 

Schedule, opposite the fishery district specified in column (1) of the Schedule. 

 

5. A person shall not, during a period specified in Article 2 or 3 as applying to a 

draft net, in a fishery district where fishing is prohibited during the period so 

specified in Article 2 or 3, have in his or her possession a draft net on board 

any boat, in or on any vehicle or near the banks of a river or the shore of its 

estuary, which is capable of being used for the taking or fishing, or attempting 

to take or to fish, for salmon or sea trout. 

 

SCHEDULE 
 

RIVERS 

Articles 2, 3 and 4. 

 

Fishery district 

 

(1) 

River 

 

(2) 

Opening 

day 

(3) 

Closing 

day 

(4) 

No. 14 (1) or Letterkenny 

District 
Owenea/ Owentocker 22 July  28 July 

 

 

 

GIVEN under my hand,  

17 July 2025. 

 

DARRAGH O’BRIEN 

_______________________ 

Minister for Climate,  

Energy and the Environment  



 

 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

 

(This is not part of the Bye-law and does not purport to be a legal interpretation). 

 

This Bye-Law sets out the annual close season extension for the draft net salmon and 

sea trout (salmon includes sea trout as defined in the Inland Fisheries Act, 2010) 

commercial fishing season in the rivers mentioned in the schedule to the Bye-law. 

 

 

 

 

FOOTNOTE 

 

 

Section 57 (7) of the Inland Fisheries Act, 2010 provides that any person aggrieved by 

this Bye-law may, within 28 days after its publication in the Iris Oifigiúil, appeal 

against same to the High Court. 

 

 


