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Conclusion Statement

Introduction:

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFl) are the Irish state body responsible for the protection, management
and conservation of the inland fisheries and sea angling resources. In accordance with the
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (BIRDS AND NATURAL HABITATS) REGULATIONS 2011, as
amended, IFIl are required to determine if plans or projects that they propose, or wish to adopt,
could act either alone or in-combination with other plans or projects to cause a significant effect on
a European site.

This determination is carried out following a review of the Appropriate Assessment Screening
document submitted to IFI for review, and is the result of the Inland Fisheries Ireland
comprehensive and objective Appropriate Assessment determination process.

This process is aligned with the IFI vision to position Ireland's inland fisheries and sea angling
resources as sustainably as possible for the benefit of future generations. This document aims to
inform interested parties of this determination, and the rationale for it. It does this by setting out the
decision making process, and the final determination that Inland Fisheries Ireland has made in
relation to this specific plan or project, referenced below, and includes a transparent rationale for
the determination.

Synopsis:

This review is carried out by an independent external environmental expert agency that provides
professional advice if an Appropriate Assessment (NIS) is required for the plan or project, or not. A
further review of this process is then carried out by a relevant Inland Fisheries Ireland Head of
Function who will either validate the conclusion of the determination, or not, as appropriate.

As part of the EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (BIRDS AND NATURAL HABITATS) REGULATIONS
2011, as amended, and in accordance with Regulation (18) (a) Inland Fisheries Ireland as a public
authority shall make available for inspection any determination that it makes in relation to a plan or
project and provide reasons for that determination, as soon as may be after the making of the
determination or giving the notice, as appropriate, by members of the public during office hours of
the offices of the authority and shall also make the determination or notice available in electronic
form including by placing the documents on the authority’s website.

This determination will be available on the IFlI website at https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/what-we-
do/conservation-and-development/determinations.



https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/what-we-do/conservation-and-development/determinations
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/what-we-do/conservation-and-development/determinations

Project Reference | DET-2024-000150

Project Name Lough Arrow ByLaw Revision

Project As part of the general conservation initiatives for brown trout on Lough
Description Arrow, the Lough Arrow Trout Anglers Association and IFI have proposed the

revision of the existing bye-law. The objective of this revision is to
encapsulate three measures into a single bye-law in order to reduce the
number of trout which may be taken by an angler in any one day, to reduce
the length of the period(season) during which brown trout may be taken and
to increase the minimum size of trout which may be taken by an angler.

Accompanying ArrowBye-law-Screening-_24(D1).docx,
Report

Consultations

Agency
European Sites

Site Name (1) IE0001673 - Lough Arrow SAC

Proximity / In SAC
Connection to Site

CITEINVNERLIE -8 Hard oligo-mesotrophic waters with benthic vegetation of Chara spp. [3140]

Connections In SAC

Effect Potential Effects: No

Significant:

Reason:
Site Name (2) IE0004050 - Lough Arrow SPA
Proximity / In SPA

Connection to Site

CIIENWLGLRNGICE 3 Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) [AO04]
Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) [A061]
Wetland and Waterbirds [A999]

Connections In SPA

Potential Effects: No
Significant:
Reason:

Assessment & Determination

Assessment of likely significance of effects



Increased turbidity of lake water is considered the most significant impact on this habitat. Declines in
water quality due to nutrient inputs are the primary cause of this. High sediment loads in the
watercourses flowing to waters with his habitat type is also a threat. Fringing habitat offers some
protection from sediment inputs. There is no element of this project from which polluting or sediment
inputs are likely to arise.

Indirect effects such as changes in trout populations or angler activity are considered in this section.
Brown trout are endemic to Lough Arrow and would not be likely to proliferate beyond the natural
carrying capacity for the lake ecosystem. Therefore, it is not considered likely that any increases in trout
stocks could give rise to negative effects on this habitat. If effects arise from changes in angler
behaviour (section 4.4.2.), these are likely to entail equal or decreasing angler numbers and activity in
or around the project areas, which would be benign or favourable to this habitat.

Assessment Conclusion

AA not required, project not likely to have a significant effect on a European site or protected species.

The preceding sub-sections have concluded that the principal activities of this project, (i.e. the
necessary consultations and administrative work required to introduce a bye-law aimed at the
conservation of wild brown trout) will not give rise to significant direct or in-combination effects to any
Natura 2000 site. It also concludes that indirect effects such as improvement in trout stocks are likely to
be either neutral or beneficial to the qualifying interests and their conservation objectives.

Conclusion: AA not required, project not likely to have a significant effect on a European site or
protected species.

We, the undersigned, having carefully considered the information referred to above, agree with and
adopt the reasoning and conclusions presented

Validated by: Brian Beckett Date: 28-01-2025

Inland Fisheries Ireland, Head of Function
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