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Inspection programme 2025-2026

The inspection programme, including
announced and unannounced
inspections, continues this year.
Announced inspections include
whole-school evaluations, curriculum
evaluations, and child protection and
safeguarding inspections.

A summary list of inspection types is
available here.
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We are currently reviewing how we carry
out inspections. As part of the process,
we are trialling some evaluation
approaches across a range of schools.
We are grateful to the schools that have
facilitated these trials.

Child Protection and Safeguarding Inspection (CPSI)

A redeveloped Child Protection and
Safeguarding Inspection (CPSI) is being
introduced this month, following
extensive research, development and
consultation. The redeveloped CPSI aims
to further strengthen our collective
commitment to child protection,
recognising it as a shared responsibility
among parents, school personnel,
leaders, management, patrons and
supporting agencies.

All inspections and child protection
checks will continue to be conducted in
accordance with each school’s current
procedures—whether the 2023
Procedures or the new Child Protection
Procedures for Schools 2025—until the
end of 2026, when all schools will be

required to adopt the 2025 Procedures.

Since September 2025, schools are
required to adopt the Bi Cinealta
Procedures. These procedures replace
the 2013 anti-bullying procedures. To
support implementation in schools,
checks across all inspection types have
been updated to take account of these
procedures.

Here are some useful links:

Child protection
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procedures in schools

A Guide to Child Protection
and Safeguarding Inspections

@



https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/inspection-guidelines/#guide-to-inspection-in-primary-and-special-schools
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/policy-information/child-protection-procedures-in-schools/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/policy-information/child-protection-procedures-in-schools/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/375c9a19/3_Inspection_Guide_for_CPSI.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/375c9a19/3_Inspection_Guide_for_CPSI.pdf

Supporting curriculum enactment

On 22 September, the Minister for

Education and Youth, Helen McEntee, & &
launched the Redeveloped Primary I ﬁ I
Curriculum Specifications for all primary , N
and special schools. At post-primary & &

level, the senior cycle L1/L2 Learning

. Inspectors will work with school leaders,
Programme modules, the new senior

teachers and partner agencies to support

cycle subjects, the revised Transition Year ]
the rollout of the curriculum. School

programme, and the first group of ) o
. . leaders can request an advisory visit by
redeveloped senior cycle subjects are

. emailing sse@education.gov.ie
now being enacted across schools. g sse@ &

Publication of Inspectorate Report (2024) and Thematic Review

The Inspectorate Report (2024) and
Thematic Review is due to be published ( h

later this month. The first section
Inspectorate Report (2024)

provides data on inspections that andl Thamatie Revaw

occurred in each of the three sectors -
early learning and care settings, primary
and special schools and post-primary
schools, in 2024.

The second section spotlights specific
themes including the enactment of the
Primary Language Curriculum with a focus
on Irish and supporting continuity and
progression in the learning of
Mathematics in the transition from

primary to post-primary education. We

look at the Junior Cycle Level Two The publication will be available on the
Learning Programme in post-primary and Inspectorate’s webpage:
special schools, the use of the student www.gov.ie/DEInspectorate

support files and provision for learners
of English as an additional language
(EAL).



http://www.gov.ie/DEInspectorate

A survey on the work of schools to prevent and address bullying
behaviour

The Inspectorate is required to publish
an annual report reflecting the views of
children and parents on how their
schools are working to prevent and
address bullying behaviour. Perspectives
on Bullying Behaviour (2024) will be
published as part of the Inspectorate
Report (2024) and Thematic Review.

In preparation for the 2025 report, we

are launching a national online survey for

all post-primary students and children in
fifth and sixth class at primary level. The
survey opens on 10 November for two
weeks.

Two survey options are available—
long for deeper feedback, short for
easier participation.

Publications

Since the last Update in May 2025, we have published:

Special Classes for Autistic Pupils

in Primary Schools: Towards a

/ Coherent, Inclusive, System
~  (November 2025)

Inspection Policy
Department of Education and
Youth Inspeciorate

Participation is entirely voluntary and
anonymous, with no identifying
information collected.

The survey link will issue via Easinet. It is
also here:

Survey Link

Survey Https://arcg.is/1nSSaq1

Short version Https://arcg.is/ODzq

We ask schools to help all students take
part and thank you for facilitating them
to share their views and ideas.
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Special Classes for Autistic
Pupils in Primary Schools
Towards a coherent, inclusive
system

Inspection Policy - Department of
Education and Youth
Inspectorate (June 2025)

/.


https://arcg.is/1nSSaq1
https://arcg.is/ODzq
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/371bd1b0/Special_classes_for_Autistic_Pupils_in_Primary_schools.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/371bd1b0/Special_classes_for_Autistic_Pupils_in_Primary_schools.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/371bd1b0/Special_classes_for_Autistic_Pupils_in_Primary_schools.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/371bd1b0/Special_classes_for_Autistic_Pupils_in_Primary_schools.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250630_Inspection_Policy.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250630_Inspection_Policy.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250630_Inspection_Policy.pdf

Resources and information

Visit our webpage, www.gov.ie/DEInspectorate, to access a variety of materials and
publications.

« Videos for parents and

students about inspection
can be found here

» Previous Updates are
here

 Inspection reports are
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Ihe 11 A reminder about the Department’s School Survey
< Primary 5 of Primary School and Pre-School Parents, which
i , “rv,ey will assess parental demand for different types of
= . primary school provision. The survey is open until

16th December 2025:
WWw.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey
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A sincere thank you

| am very grateful to stakeholders and schools that ' : =
contribute to the Inspectorate’s trials, evaluations and

research. | look forward to our continued collaboration,
as we work together to support and improve the
learning and wellbeing of children and young people in
schools.

Thank you.

o bty

Yvonne Keating,
Chief Inspector



https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/information-for-parentsguardians-inspectorate/#primary-post-primary-and-special-schools
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/inspectorate-updates/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/inspectorate-updates/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/education-reports/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/primary-school-survey/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/inspectorate-department-of-education/
http://www.gov.ie/DEInspectorate

