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Ireland-Scotland Bilateral Cooperation Framework 2030

Joint Statement

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Helen McEntee TD & Cabinet Secretary
for the Constitution, External Relations,
and Culture, Angus Robertson M.S.

Collaboration is at the heart of the dynamic, modern
relationship between Ireland and Scotland. Rooted in the
unique connections we share - our common Celtic roots,
historical migration, and intertwined cultural identities

- our cooperation continues to grow and prosper, to the
mutual benefit of both our peoples.

From our growing cooperation in renewable energy,

to our expanding research and innovation links, to the
presence of Irish artists at the unrivalled global showcase
of the Edinburgh Festivals, to our efforts to promote trade
and investment between us - these living connections are
being leveraged to build a progressive, cooperative future.

Over the past five years, the Ireland-Scotland Joint
Bilateral Review 2021-2025 has been at the heart of this
work.

As our relationship continues to evolve and grow, it is
essential that this Framework also evolves and adapts.
It is with this aim that we have agreed a new Ireland-
Scotland Cooperation Framework - a strategic and
action-oriented programme to provide further impetus
and direction to our cooperation to the end of the
decade.

We have already accomplished so much together.

© DFAT © Scottish Government

Our close ministerial engagements, through regular
Ministerial visits and contacts through the British-Irish
Council, have deepened our connections. Contacts
between our parliamentarians have also been very
strong, including through the British-Irish Parliamentary
Assembly.

Over the past five years, Team Ireland’s presence in
Scotland has been strengthened with the opening of a
new Enterprise Ireland office, working with both our long
standing Consulate General and Tourism Ireland. The
strong working relationship with the Scottish Government
office in Dublin has been vital in strengthening networks
and engagement at all levels over recent years. This has
included through annual programmes in Scotland and
Ireland, for St Andrew’s Day and Burns Night, and St
Patrick’s Day and St Brigid's Day respectively.

We are building closer connections between our
national cultural institutions and museums, while

also developing partnerships supporting our natural
environment and heritage. When it comes to sport, it
has been so encouraging to witness the revival of the
men’s and women'’s Shinty Hurling and Shinty Camogie
Internationals, and a wider interest in Gaelic games.

Our new Cooperation Framework will provide further
focus to our work together, including supporting trade
and investment links and harnessing the enormous
potential of renewable energy, particularly offshore
wind. We will also continue working together to support
our rural, coastal and island communities, as well as
building and maintaining local commercial and personal
connections.



Our academic linkages also lay the groundwork for
long-term, future-focussed partnerships. Work by the
University of Strathclyde and University College Dublin
on space-related education, research and innovation is
one such exciting area. The Ireland-Scotland Bilateral
Network Grants, and the newly established network

of Irish Academics in Scotland, will continue to help
strengthen academic links and collaboration. At the same
time, we welcome initiatives such as the Developing Irish
Sea Cooperation (DISC) (a PEACEPLUS funded project),
with its aim to support wider collaboration around the
Irish Sea.

We will strengthen our annual bilateral meeting, both to
highlight work under the Cooperation Framework, and
review its operation, to ensure its effective delivery, and
to prioritise areas of focus that are responsive to our
changing needs and environment.

The relationship between Ireland and Scotland both
supports, and is supported by, a strong Ireland-UK
relationship, reflected in the ambition set out in the
UK-Ireland 2030 Joint Statement, and benefitting from
the Common Travel Area (CTA). Working side-by-side
through strong East-West institutional relationships,
particularly the British-Irish Council, will also help root
our cooperation. Equally, a positive and ambitious UK-EU
relationship will benefit work under the Statement.

Working together, we look forward to maximising the full
potential of our relationships to deliver tangible benefits
for both nations and continuing to turn our shared
heritage into shared success.

Ireland.ie | gov.scotland

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade

by

Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution,
External Relations, and Culture
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Introduction

The Ireland-Scotland Bilateral
Cooperation Framework 2030
reflects the continuing joint
ambition of Ireland and Scotland,
based on our shared heritage,
values and interests, and
building on our close people-to-
people connections, to deepen
cooperation between us.

Our close relations have been assisted by the work of our
two long-standing representative offices - the Consulate
General of Ireland in Edinburgh, which celebrated its 25th
anniversary in 2025, and the Scottish Government Office
established in Dublin in 2016.

This new Framework provides an action-oriented,
forward-looking basis for bilateral cooperation between
the Governments of Ireland and Scotland, in areas for
which the Scottish Government has devolved authority. It
builds on, and extends, the Joint Bilateral Review Report
and Recommendations 2021-2025, launched in January
2021.

The Ireland-Scotland Bilateral Cooperation Framework
2030 will advance work under six areas: Government to
Government Relations; Business and Economic Links;
Climate, Energy and Sustainability; Education, Research
and Innovation; Communities and Diaspora Engagement;
and Culture, Language and Sport.



Since 2021, there has been significant progress made
across all areas of the Bilateral Review. This is illustrated,
in particular, in the case studies featured throughout
this document. Over the past five years, we have seen
growing connections between Ireland and Scotland

in areas including renewable energy; research and
academic links; regional cooperation; and cultural
partnerships.

Scottish First Minister and Tdnaiste © DFAT
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Both Governments are committed to working together to
sustain and grow these connections, while simultaneously
supporting cooperation in new and emerging areas. To
this end, work under this Cooperation Framework will be
underpinned by the renewed and ambitious framework
set out between Ireland and the UK in the UK-Ireland
Joint Statement 2030, as well as the agreements
supporting the EU-UK relationship. We will continue to
work together under the strong East-West institutional
relationships established under the Good Friday
Agreement, including through the British-Irish Council
and the British-Irish Parliamentary Assembly.
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Government to
Government Relations

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

The long-standing and rich people-to-people friendships
between Ireland and Scotland have been further
enhanced by deepening political and parliamentary
connections. The Ireland-Scotland Joint Bilateral

Review 2021-2025 has also supported significant policy
engagement between officials and others across a range
of different sectors. Sustainable contacts between
counterparts helps to better identify areas of shared
interest, reinforcing cooperation and exchange at all
levels.

Annual meetings between the Irish Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Trade and the Scottish Cabinet Secretary for
External Relations, remain an important focal point for
political dialogue and cooperation in devolved areas of
policy. Structuring this engagement to enable political,
economic and broader stakeholders to build relationships,
to reflect on ongoing collaboration and to consider future
opportunities, will also be important.

Minister Richmond visits Glasgow 2025 © Andrew Perry

6

»

»

»

WHAT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE?

An annual high-level Ireland-Scotland meeting, led
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and
Cabinet Secretary for External Affairs, as a centre
point for high-level government engagement.

Strong relationships across all levels of
government, including through the British Irish
Council, and other relevant fora, to promote
increased collaboration, and shared learning, to
benefit the peoples of Ireland and Scotland.

Strengthened parliamentary contacts.



Taoiseach and Scottish First Minister © DFAT

How WILL WE DO THIS?

»

»

»

Undertake annual high-level Ireland-Scotland »
meetings, led by the Irish Minister for Foreign

Affairs and Trade and the Scottish Cabinet

Secretary for External Relations, engaging also

political, economic and broader stakeholders to

support collaboration and identify opportunities >

for future cooperation.

Support Ministerial engagement and visits,
particularly to coincide with St. Andrew’s Day and
St. Patrick’s Day.

Deepen official-level contacts in priority areas

to exchange best practice and identify areas »
for cooperation in areas of mutual interest for

Scotland and Ireland.
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Strengthen parliamentary links, recognising the
role the British Irish Parliamentary Association
(BIPA) plays in this regard, with regular contacts
between the Oireachtas and Scottish Parliament.

Facilitate deeper and more regular engagements
between local government authorities. This

can be via representative bodies such as the
Association of Irish Local Government (AILG)

and the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities
(COSLA), or via ad hoc engagements between local
authorities.

Ensure active ongoing cooperation through
British Irish Council structures to advance areas of
common interest.
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IRELAND AND SCOTLAND —
ANNUAL NATIONAL DAY VISITS

Over the term of the Bilateral Review, there have been
multiple high-level political visits in both directions,
including by the Taoiseach and Tanaiste, and the First
Minister, and multiple ministerial level visits. Annual St
Patrick’s Day, St Andrew’s Day and Burns Night visits have
played an important part in this.

In Ireland, Burns Night and St Andrew’s Day provide

a valuable opportunity to engage Irish audiences with
Scotland’s culture and history, whilst also connecting
them to modern Scottish values. Organised by the
Scottish Government Office in Dublin, these occasions
have showcased exceptional Scottish and Irish performers
- including Eddi Reader, Simon Morgan, Leyla Josephine,
and Hermitage Green, as well as poetry readings by
Scottish and Irish school students, co-produced as part
of an exchange programme led by the Scottish Poetry
Library and Poetry Ireland. St Andrew’s Day events, held
in landmark venues including Trinity College’s Long Room
and St Patrick’s Cathedral, are becoming increasingly
meaningful to people connected to Scotland and Scottish

St. Patrick’s day 2024 © Andrew Perry

culture in Ireland. While celebrating Scottish culture,
these events have also focused on trade and business
links, and reinforcing the thriving connections between
Ireland and Scotland.

For St Patrick’s Day, Irish Ministers have visited Scotland
in every year of the Bilateral Review. Central to these
visits have been the Consulate General’s annual St
Patrick’s Day reception, where Irish Ministers have
engaged with more than 300 guests across political,
diplomatic, economic, cultural and academic spheres.
These events enable the showcasing of young performers
in the Irish community in Scotland, from Comhaltas in
Glasgow and the Siamsoir Irish Dancers from Edinburgh.
Visits have also enabled extensive engagement on areas
including tourism, education, commerce and sport.
Importantly, St Brigid’s Day is becoming a valuable
opportunity to present Scottish and Irish links, with a
particular emphasis on women'’s contributions across so
many aspects of our societies.



Business and
Economic Links

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

Business and economic cooperation is central to the
bilateral relationship with extensive existing engagement
between Ireland and Scotland, and significant potential
for further growth. Trade between our two countries

has grown steadily in recent years, with Ireland serving
as Scotland’s fifth largest export destination in 2023
(excluding oil and gas). We have many common industries
that underpin both economies, and which provide
potential for growth. Scotland is host to both Enterprise
Ireland and Tourism Ireland, while Scottish Development
International maintains a presence in Dublin.

Scottish offshore wind trade mission to Ireland 2025
© Scottish Government
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WHAT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE?

» Deepen economic collaboration and opportunities
in sectors of mutual interest.

» Increased trade and inward investment in both
directions.

How WILL WE DO THIS?

»  Our trade promotion and investment agencies
will work to leverage commercial opportunities
for companies seeking to trade and invest in Irish
and Scottish markets with the aim of generating
business, creating jobs and other spill-over
benefits.

»  Work with, and support, key business stakeholders
and networks, including Chambers of Commerce,
and other relevant business networking
organisations to further develop business-to-
business connections between Ireland and
Scotland.

»  Support cooperation between our respective
tourism agencies, including on best practice to
enhance the social, economic and environmental
sustainability of our different tourism programmes.

»  Support cooperation at regional and local authority
level to share experience and promote trade,
investment, tourism and sustainable development.
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Wonder of Weave event 2024 © Andrew Perry

DONEGAL TWEED AND HARRIS TWEED - WONDER OF WEAVE

The increasing level of economic growth and collaboration
between Scotland and Ireland is underpinned by our
shared heritage and history, driven by the movements

of people across the Irish Sea over thousands of years.
The developing relationship between Donegal and Harris
tweed is not only an economic collaboration, but also
supports the people and culture of our rural and island
communities, focussed on solutions to challenges faced
by both Donegal and the Western Isles of Scotland. As the
Cathaoirleach (chairperson) of Donegal County Council,
ClIr Martin Harley, has put it, “we are one community
separated by the Irish Sea, but connected by our shared
identity, culture, community history, crafts and family
ties”.

His comments came at the Wonder of Weave event, hosted
by the Irish Consulate General in Edinburgh, in April 2024,
where over 100 guests from industry, academia, media
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and the Donegal diaspora in Scotland gathered for an
exploration of Donegal Tweed and its connections with
Scotland and Scottish Tweed.

The event represented the work by offices of Donegal
County Council, Udaras na Gaeltachta, the Harris Tweed
Authority and the Donegal Tweed Association, in building
economic links while supporting the Donegal Diaspora
Scottish Network.

Bringing together Scottish and Irish musicians, and expert
panellists, the event celebrated the unique timeless

style and versatility of Irish and Scottish tweed as an
innovative and sustainable product, reflected in the global
success of Harris and Donegal Tweed. The event laid the
groundwork for future partnerships that will celebrate
shared heritage, while propelling the industry into the
future.



Climate, Energy
and Sustainability

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

Climate change is a fundamental challenge for all
countries. The close geographic proximity between
Ireland and Scotland, and our similar environmental
profiles, means that we share the same challenges in
relation to protecting our natural environment and
biodiversity. Both Ireland and Scotland are committed to a

substantial and urgent response.

Minister Peter Burke and Minister Gillian Martin © DETE

Ireland.ie | gov.scotland

Ireland and Scotland also share significant geographic
advantages, with the potential to become world leaders
in renewable energy. We can learn from one another and
share resources and expertise which, in turn, will support
economic growth and help achieve climate targets. Our
strong business and academic ties, including in the energy
and renewable energy sectors, further underscores the
potential for collaboration.

11
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WHAT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE?

»

»

»

Strong partnership in developing offshore
renewable energy capacity, including around
research and development; infrastructure; supply
chain growth; and skills development

Regular sharing of best practice on protection
and restoration of our natural environment and
biodiversity, to address climate adaptation and
mitigation, the conservation and restoration

of habitats and heritage, and to address agri-
environmental considerations

Regular sharing of information and best practice
relating to protection and management of our
historic built heritage

How WILL WE DO THIS?

»

»

Bring together Irish and Scottish government
officials, with key stakeholders, as appropriate, to
explore energy cooperation, in particular offshore
and onshore wind, and hydrogen. This includes
annual events around advancing offshore wind
opportunities.

Facilitate knowledge exchange on scaling
renewable energy, including through the Ireland-
UK Memorandums of Understanding on Cooperation
in Energy Transition, Offshore Renewables and
Electricity Interconnection, in areas such as
addressing skills demands; managing supply
chains; and capital investment.
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»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Effective communication and engagement on
marine planning, including using forums we are
both part of to share information and guide
approaches.

Maintain contacts between Irish and Scottish
government officials and enhance cooperation

on marine environmental matters and on marine
protection research, including through mechanisms
such as the OSPAR Commission, where
appropriate.

Strengthen contacts between officials and relevant
agencies on environmental protection, species
protection, climate mitigation and adaptation, and
biodiversity.

Ensure ongoing cooperation on peatland
restoration and management, including under the
Shared Island Initiative.

Encourage discussions and exchanges on initiatives
to foster a circular economy.

Enhance engagement between relevant bodies

on heritage, including under the Memorandum

of Understanding between National Monuments
Service/National Built Heritage Service and
Historic Environment Scotland, and continued joint
support for the Boyne to Brodgar initiative.

Share experiences on transport decarbonisation
initiatives.



COLLABORATING ON
OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY

Ireland and Scotland have much to gain as partners in
renewable energy, particularly offshore wind. Capitalising
on our proximity, abundant wind resources, and strong
industry ties, we are well placed to work together -
delivering a thriving offshore wind sector that puts our
countries at the heart of the region’s energy transition.

The importance of this collaboration was reflected in the
Powering Prosperity - Ireland’s Offshore Wind Industrial
Strategy event, in Dublin and Cork in June 2024. This
saw Irish and Scottish Ministers, officials, industries and
experts come together to discuss practical approaches
on sharing best practice and joint efforts to grow supply
chains and port infrastructure; foster research and
innovation; share data to respond to evidence gaps;
address skills gaps; and share insights on planning and
consenting.

Both sides continue to engage regularly on these
issues, with the second iteration of the event taking
place in Aberdeen in October 2025, as part of a

wider commitment for an annual joint event for
intergovernmental dialogue and industry engagement.

Ireland.ie | gov.scotland

We are also seeing increasing industry activity which
demonstrates how investment, expertise, and capability
from Ireland and Scotland are jointly advancing the
offshore wind sector. Irish developers are progressing
projects in Scottish waters, and vice versa. The Scottish
National Investment Bank announced investment in
Subsea Micropiles - an Irish company expanding its
operations in Scotland. Bank of Ireland also announced
that it is providing £98 million in finance to Inch Cape,
a proposed offshore wind farm off the east coast of
Scotland.

The growing number of offshore wind trade missions to
Ireland, reflect strong Irish interest in Scotland’s supply
chain and its potential application in Ireland. These
missions have enabled 33 Scottish organisations to pitch
directly to developers based in Ireland. Additionally, the
new Enterprise Ireland office in Glasgow is working to
support Irish companies in scaling up and diversifying
within the Scottish offshore wind market.

Powering Prosperity - Ireland’s Offshore Wind Industrial Strategy event © DETE

13



Ireland-Scotland Bilateral Cooperation Framework 2030

Education, Research
and Innovation

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

Our shared educational heritage remains a key part of
the relationship between Ireland and Scotland, and the
longstanding collaborative links which exist in education,
research and innovation will continue to feature
prominently in our shared agenda. This collaboration is
partly founded on personal and professional relationships
between teachers, academics and researchers. The
collaboration between businesses organisations, but
also individual researchers, with support from funding
agencies and charitable trusts, brings reciprocal benefits
to both societies and economies.

Facilitated by the Common Travel Area, there is
considerable movement amongst Scottish and Irish
students and academics, with strong links between higher
educational institutions.
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Research and innovation can make a significant
contribution to achieving wider economic, social and
environmental policy priorities. There are close and
longstanding research and innovation collaborative links
between Ireland and Scotland. The collaboration between
businesses and individual researchers, with support from
funding agencies and charitable trusts, brings reciprocal
benefit to both societies and economies. There are

also important collaborative links between our higher
education institutions.

WHAT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE?

»  Effective engagement, information sharing
and cooperation between Ireland and Scotland
regarding education policy and practice.

»  Enhanced research and innovation collaborative
links, including through Ireland-UK initiatives,
and the EU Research and Innovation Framework
Programmes.



How WILL WE DO THIS?

»

»

»

»

»

Build on, and develop, relationships between

the Irish Department of Education and the
Department of Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science, and Education
Scotland, with a view to sharing best practice and

identifying areas of collaboration and engagement.

Promote greater understanding of educational
opportunities in Ireland and Scotland for full-time
students through improved knowledge, guidance
and information.

Facilitate and support academic links and
collaboration across Irish and Scottish institutions,
including, for example, continued contacts
between Teagasc and Scotland’s Rural College
(SRUC) and the Scottish Agricultural College (SAC)
around research collaborations.

Engage with Universities Scotland, the Irish
Universities Association, Colleges Scotland and
SOLAS, to explore higher and further education
collaboration.

Enhance contacts between funding agencies
supporting research and innovation at the Ireland-
Scotland and Ireland-UK levels.

»

»

»

»

Ireland.ie | gov.scotland

Encourage Horizon Europe National Contact Points
to work closely together to identify potential calls
in the Horizon Europe Work Programmes where
our research and innovation communities are well
placed to coordinate and/or participate in a project
application.

Continue research supporting the themes of this
Framework under the Ireland-Scotland Bilateral
Network Grants administered through the Royal
Irish Academy and Royal Society Edinburgh, and
expand cooperation with academic partners
including the Celtic Academies Alliance.

Support network of Irish academics in Scotland
and work with relevant partners to explore how
this can be used to facilitate greater exchange and
knowledge sharing both within Scotland and with
counterparts in Ireland.

Cooperate on green skills training and education
programmes that prepare respective workforces
and communities for a green transition.

Irish-Scottish Academia and Cultural Diplomacy Event 2025 © Scottish Government
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Space Conference 2025 © Martin Shields/ University of Strathclyde

COLLABORATION ON SPACE ECONOMY AND RESEARCH

An emerging significant area of close collaboration
between Ireland and Scotland is in developing space
research and the economy. As Scotland’s Cabinet Secretary
for Constitution and External Affairs, Angus Robertson,

has said “Scotland and Ireland have so much to offer each
other, and it is truly inspiring to see our partnership expand
into new frontiers, particularly in space”

The space sector directly employs 8,500 people in
Scotland and is on track to reach £4 billion in value by
2030. Glasgow produces the largest number of small
satellites in Europe, combining academic research and
industrial capability. Ireland is establishing itself as a
vibrant contributor to the global space sector. Increased
investment in the sector is underpinning the aims of the
National Space Strategy for Enterprise 2019-2025 to
double Ireland’s space-related revenue and employment,
support industry and academia engagement with the
European Space Agency (ESA) and foster international
collaboration to accelerate innovation and capability
development.

A key example of Irish-Scottish engagement on space
research and the space economy is the partnership

16

between the University of Strathclyde and University
College Dublin, with funding from the Scottish
Government’s Education Exchange Programme.

This has included two successful conferences on Growing
the Space Economy Together in Dublin and Glasgow
respectively to explore new avenues for growth and
examine how the industry can help build a sustainable,
low-carbon future.

Building on the Ireland-Scotland Joint Bilateral Review
2021-25 recommendation to “enhance existing
collaboration and developing new initiatives in the areas
of further education, higher education and research and
innovation”, University College Dublin and the University
of Strathclyde in February 2025, signed a Memorandum
of Understanding to strengthen their space-related
collaboration in areas including net zero, rural and island
communities, and life sciences.

This shared partnership strongly aligns with Ireland and
Scotland’s space-related objectives and sets the stage
for future joint research, innovation projects, student
exchanges, and collaborative workshops.



Ireland.ie | gov.scotland

Space Conference 2025 © Martin Shields/ University of Strathclyde
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[

Communities and
Diaspora Engagement

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

The histories of the peoples of Ireland and Scotland

are closely connected, with our stories of migration, in
particular, being core to our respective identities. Place
names and family names across both countries are an
ever-present reminder of our intertwined past. A wealth
of community organisations continue to support and
enrich the lives of our respective diaspora communities,
in particular by promoting Scottish and Irish cultural and
sporting traditions. Both countries also use annual events
such as St Andrew’s Day and Burns Night, St Brigid’s and
St Patrick’s Days, to forge new relationships, showcase
our evolving societies, and enhance community outreach.

Burns Night Dublin 2023 © Kenneth O’Halloran
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The richness of our respective rural, coastal and island
communities has also proven to be an area where
cooperation is strong. Such communities face similar
social, economic and other challenges. Promoting
engagement between these communities, and sharing
of experiences and best practice, can help us meet these
challenges more effectively.

Finally, as we look to foster connections into the future,
the importance of ensuring connection and understanding
between our young people will also be an important part
of our relationship.



Scottish Piper Fergus Mcleod at Trinity College © Kenneth O’Halloran

WHAT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE?

»  Continued strong engagement with and support
for our diaspora communities in Ireland and
Scotland.

»  Strengthened cooperation in support of our rural,
coastal and island communities.

»

»

Ireland.ie | gov.scotland

Regular sharing of best practice on social policy
issues, including health, child poverty and housing.

Development of partnerships between our
respective youth organisations.

19



Ireland-Scotland Bilateral Cooperation Framework 2030

Irish Culture and Heritage Day 2024 © Andrew Perry

How WILL WE DO THIS?

»

»

»

»

Continue to engage with Irish communities in
Scotland to support cultural, welfare, social and
economic initiatives.

Ensure regular information exchange and learning
on diaspora policy, including supporting our
diaspora communities in third countries.

Support engagement between our regional
enterprise agencies on rural economic
development.

Support continued engagement on opportunities
and challenges facing rural, coastal and island
communities, both bilaterally and through other
forums (e.g. European Islands Policy Network),
including supporting initiatives that promote
diversity and inclusion amongst Scottish and Irish
communities.

20

»

»

»

Irish and Scottish officials will continue to engage
and share learnings in pursuit of the shared
objective of ending child poverty.

Continue shared learning, at an official level,
through the Irish Scottish Health Forum (ISHF).

Ensure contacts established between Scottish and
Irish Youth organisations, including participation in
youth initiatives across these islands



ST ROCH’S MARCHING BAND

St Roch’s marching band, drawing membership from
Comhaltas branches across Glasgow, have been a
significant driver of community and cultural links between
Ireland and Scotland over the last decade. The first band
from outside Ireland to win the Senior Miscellaneous title
in the 2024 Fleadh Cheoil in Wexford, St Roch’s were also
the primary organisers of the first major civic St Patrick’s
Day parade in Glasgow in 2025, coinciding with the 850th
anniversary of Glasgow.

The parade consisted of some 500 representatives of
cultural, Irish dancing and musical groups from Glasgow
and its surrounds, many of whom are recipients of support
from the Government of Ireland’s Emigrant Support
Programme. This included Comhaltas and Conradh na
Gaeilge. GAA clubs from across the west of Scotland,
including the Chairwoman of Scotland GAA, were also
prominent.

Ireland.ie | gov.scotland

The St Roch’s Marching band has also taken part in the
London mayoral St Patrick’s Day parade, performing

on stage at Trafalgar Square, showcasing the very best

of both Ireland and Scotland at one of the largest St.
Patrick’s Day gatherings in the UK. In recognition of their
achievements in both Ireland and Scotland, the band was
invited by the GAA to perform during half-time at the
All-Ireland Men'’s 2025 Senior Football Championships
Semi-Final in Croke Park.

St. Roch’s Marching Band at St. Patrick’s Festival Glasgow © Andrew Perry
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Culture, Language
and Sport

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

Ireland and Scotland have rich cultures and heritage.
Given our proximity and historical links, our two countries
have a deeply integrated cultural and heritage ecosystem.
The Edinburgh festivals, Celtic Connections and other
annual Scottish cultural events continue to provide an
important platform for Irish artists and performers. Ireland
too has become an increasingly important destination for
Scottish cultural acts.

Support for, and promotion of, our respective Celtic
languages - Irish and Scottish Gaelic - is also an important
area of cooperation. There are many opportunities for
joint learning and enhanced collaboration between Irish
and Gaelic speaking communities, with particular interest
in learning from each other’s experience of promoting
language and other initiatives.

Sport continues to play an important role connecting
Ireland and Scotland, including through URC Rugby,

the annual Shinty Hurling international, or major
international tournaments, such as the 2028 UEFA
European Football Championships. We will continue to
support the expansion of these links, particularly to widen
participation and inclusion in sport.

22

WHAT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE?

»  Strong connections between our national cultural
institutions and enhanced collaboration for artistic
showcases in festivals and other arts initiatives

»  Deeper links between Irish and Gaelic-speaking
communities on shared challenges and
opportunities

»  Strengthened connections and networks between
sporting organisations, as well as through major
sporting events

Launch of hurling-shinty and camogie-shinty internationals 2025
© DFAT



How WILL WE DO THIS?

»

»

»

»

Enhanced engagement by Culture Ireland in
the Edinburgh festivals, including showcases
at the Fringe and literature festivals, and new
partnerships with other Scottish festivals and
presenters.

Support initiatives that facilitate Irish and Scottish
cultural links, particularly those that increase
public participation, promote under-represented
heritage, and encourage sustainable cultural
practices.

Collaborate with National Records of Scotland on
use of digital technologies in archives.

Share best practice in increasing participation and
inclusivity in sport and physical activity, especially
women'’s participation, to promote broader health
and well-being outcomes across society.

Performance of “Taigh Ty Teach” in Scotland © Nathan Snow

»

»

»

Ireland.ie | gov.scotland

Leverage sporting events (including major
international sporting events such as the 2028
UEFA European Football Championships, and
other events like the annual men’s and women'’s
rugby tournaments) to build increased connections
between Ireland and Scotland, particularly in the
areas of tourism, trade, and cultural promotion,
and increased cooperation in the hosting of major
sporting events.

Support the revival, and raise awareness, of

the annual Shinty Hurling and Shinty Camogie
International, for men and women'’s fixtures, and
support the further development of Gaelic games
in Scotland.

Ensure ongoing support for annual St Andrew’s
Day and Burns Night, and St Patrick’s Day and St
Brigid's Day, celebrations and initiatives.

23



Ireland-Scotland Bilateral Cooperation Framework 2030

Supporting Female Participation in Sport event © Euan Gimour

SUPPORTING FEMALE PARTICIPATION IN SPORT

Since 2018, Irish Missions across the world have marked
St Brigid’s Day (1 February) by celebrating the creativity
and contribution of women across the world.

In 2024, to mark St Brigid’s Day and International
Women'’s Day, the Irish Consulate General in Edinburgh
organised an event promoting female participation in
sport, hosted in the Edinburgh Academicals sports ground,
the site of the first rugby test match for both the Irish and
Scottish international women'’s sides.

The event brought together sporting organisations,
bodies and local authority Sports Partnerships from across
Ireland, with Scottish counterparts, to look at challenges
and successful initiatives to support female teen
participation in sport in Scotland and in Ireland.

The Scottish Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing
and Sport, Maree Todd MSP, focussed on efforts to
increase participation for women from disadvantaged
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areas and those with care experience, who traditionally
would have engaged less with sport in their teenage
years.

The event facilitated important linkages between
sporting organisations and local authorities, sharing their
experiences in promoting structural change and cultural
change across organisations, the experience of working
within schools structures, and engaging boys and men in
conversations and campaigns about female participation.

Equally, the Scottish Government Office in Dublin was
proud to promote the return of the annual men’s Shinty-
Hurling International match between Scotland and
Ireland in 2023, with recent fixtures held in Newry and
Ennis. Looking ahead, the inclusion of a women'’s Shinty
Camogie match in 2025 marks an invaluable opportunity
to champion women'’s participation in sport and to
celebrate our shared Celtic sporting heritage.
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