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Thank you Chair, 

Ireland aligns itself with the statement of the EU and thanks the Special Rapporteur for her 

report. 

We would welcome the Special Rapporteur’s views on how the international community can 

most effectively influence the Government of the DPRK to recognise the fundamental right of 

citizens to leave and enter the country without fear of punishment, imprisonment or enforced 

disappearance. We would also welcome views on how the voices and views of the youth can 

be supported and empowered. 

Ireland regrets that the human rights situation in the DPRK continues to worsen and that the 

Government has taken measures to further restrict fundamental freedoms. We urge the DPRK 

to take immediate action to cease all human rights violations, and to cooperate constructively 

with the UN’s human rights mechanisms.  

We reiterate that the goal of peace on the Korean Peninsula must be anchored in the pursuit of 

human rights for all persons in the DPRK. We urge the Government to implement fully the 

human rights treaties to which it is party, and to grant access to the United Nations and 

humanitarian workers seeking to return.  

Ireland commends the Special Rapporteur for her consistent efforts to highlight the severity of 

the human rights situation in the DPRK, including on those victims of forced repatriations and 

disappearances, as well as their families.  

 


