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Executive Summary

This Framework provides the policy context, objectives, funding measures, and administrative
arrangements for the Capital Funding Programme for the Rural Water Sector 2027-2029, the
next cycle of the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme (MARWP).

The Programme supports sustainable, resilient, and safe drinking water services for rural
communities through investment in Group Water Schemes (GWS).

Key Programme Objectives

+Improve water supply security and resilience

+Ensure compliance with Drinking Water Regulations

+Deliver value for money in capital investment

+Support sustainable rural development and housing

+Protect public health and the environment

+Focus on managing risks from climate change for water quality and services

» Primary audience: local authorities. It also provides guidance for Group Water Schemes
and technical advisors on eligibility, applications, and Programme requirements.

Application Process Flow
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Section 1: Policy Context and Scope
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Policy Context
The broader environment
and factors that influence
the policy.

R
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~
Stakeholders

Key individuals,
groups, and
organisations
affected by or

involved in the policy.

Policy Context

and Scope

=

Purpose

The reason for the
policy and the
outcomes it aims
to achieve.

Scope

The boundaries and
coverage of the
policy, including
what is included
and excluded.

Relevant Frameworks
Laws, regulations, standards,
and policies that inform

and guide this policy.

The Government aims to ensure robust, resilient water systems that comply with regulations
and deliver value for money.

1.1 Introduction

While Ireland has abundant raw water resources, some rural supplies experience persistent
quality and quantity challenges due to contamination, low yield, or infrastructure deficiencies.
Addressing these issues is essential for public health, rural development, and local
communities.

State investment in the water sector is primarily delivered through Uisce Eireann under the
National Development Plan (NDP). In areas not served by Uisce Eireann, capital investment
in Group Water Schemes will be supported through the Capital Funding Programme for the
Rural Water Sector 2027-2029.

This cycle of capital funding will focus on improving the quality, quantity, resilience and long-
term sustainability of rural water services, with particular emphasis on Private Group Water
Schemes (PriGWS).

In response to the challenges posed by changing climate conditions, this Programme will
help the water sector develop and deliver measures to address the risks posed by climate
change, as well as maximising any potential opportunities. These measures aim to ensure
that the provision of water services is maintained, water infrastructure is protected, and good
water quality is restored and enhanced, helping to increase the sector’s overall resilience to
climate change.
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Policy Context — Key Drivers

EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)

EU Drinking Water Regulations 2023

Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive

National Rural Water Policy

Water Action Plan 2024

Water Quality and Water Services Infrastructure SAP 2025

Related Programmes include:

Lead, Private Well, and Domestic Wastewater Grants
Uisce Eireann Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme (ST&VGP)
Uisce Eireann Capital Investment Plan

These Programmes complement this Capital Funding Programme for Rural Water
Schemes 2027-2029.

From 1 January 2024, Uisce Eireann is responsible for the remediation of Developer

Provided Infrastructure (DPI).




@ 2. Programme Objectives and Funding Measures

2.1 Programme Scope and Eligibility

e The Programme supports the improvement of drinking water quality, quantity, and
reliability in areas not served by Uisce Eireann through targeted investment in Group
Water Schemes.

e Only new projects commencing within the 2027-2029 Programme period will be
eligible for funding approval.

e Projects requesting funding for water improvements should comply with the Drinking
Water Regulations 2023

¢ Projects must demonstrate clear need, value for money, and alignment with
Programme objectives.

e Projects that are primarily maintenance-based or that do not address a clearly defined
service deficiency are not considered a priority for funding under the Programme.

2.2 Funding Measures

Funding measures support targeted capital investment across source protection, treatment
infrastructure, network improvements, amalgamation or rationalisation, scheme extensions,
and community connections.

Each measure is designed to address specific service needs and must align with the overall
Programme objective of delivering sustainable, resilient, safe and efficient rural water
services.

Eligible costs are limited to costs directly and necessarily incurred in the delivery of approved
capital works. This includes design, construction, supervision, and necessary ancillary works
directly associated with project delivery.

Eligible costs do not include routine operational, maintenance, administrative, or recurring
expenditure.

The Programme also seeks to maintain an appropriate balance between investment in
sustainable independent Group Water Schemes and investment in taking-in-charge projects,
having regard to public health priorities, long-term operational sustainability, value for money,
and the efficient use of Exchequer resources.

Local authorities are responsible for ensuring that applications are supported by appropriate
technical, environmental, and economic assessments prior to submission.

All applications must be submitted through the Department’s online system




Programme Themes

» Water Quality — Measures 1, 2

* Infrastructure Efficiency — Measures 3, 4

* Rural Access and Connectivity — Measures 5, 7
» Governance and Transition — Measure 6, 3
* Innovation and Sectoral Learning — Measure 8

Table 1: Funding Measures for the Capital Funding Programme for the Rural Water Sector

2027-2029

Measure Objective Description
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Source Protection

Water treatment
provision,
improvements and
capital replacement

Amalgamation or
Rationalisation

Infrastructure renewal, water
conservation, leakage
reduction and prevention

Extensions to existing private
group water schemes and new
group water schemes

Taking-in-charge of group water
schemes and group sewerage
schemes

Community Water Connections
and Community Wastewater
Connections

Innovative demonstration
projects

2.3 Funding Availability

Safeguard existing sources and reduce
vulnerability.

Upgrade or replace treatment
infrastructure and DBO assets.

Combine schemes to improve
operational efficiency.

Reduce leakage and improve system
efficiency.

Expand access where public supply is
not available.

Bring schemes to public utility (Uisce
Eireann) standards.

Connections for rural settlements.

Pilot innovative technologies and
approaches.

Funding for the Programme is provided through the National Development Plan 2026—-2035
and is subject to annual and multi-annual Exchequer allocations.

The availability of funding is therefore contingent on approved budgetary provision and will
be prioritised across competing demands within the overall rural water investment envelope.




Funding will be prioritised having regard to the outcome of the project evaluation process
set out in Section 4, the objectives of the relevant funding measure, the recommendations of
the Expert Panel, and the availability of Exchequer resources.

In prioritising funding, regard may also be had to achieving an appropriate balance of
investment across Programme measures and across the wider rural water sector. Approval
of funding in previous Programmes does not imply a commitment to future funding.

2.4 Ongoing and Transitional Projects

Projects approved under previous funding Programmes must have commenced or formally
transitioned in line with the requirements of this Programme. Local authorities should ensure
that legacy projects remain consistent with overall priorities specifically sustainability, value
for money, and long-term service viability.

Local authorities must:

« confirm the current status of all ongoing and uncommenced projects; and
e ensure that these projects are progressed or transitioned into the 2027-2029
Programme in line with the requirements set out below.

Projects that have not commenced will not automatically carry forward and must be

considered under the current Programme requirements

Table 2: Treatment of Existing and Transitional Projects under the 2027-2029 Programme

Programme

Project Status Treatment

Required Actions

= Reapply for funding where the project has
not commenced by the deadline for

applications for funding.

Not yet Treated as a

commenced new =  Submit a new application for funding
application approval under the 2027-2029 Programme
= Ensure compliance with current
Programme requirements
= Confirm updated delivery timelines and key
milestones
. , = Demonstrate a credible pathway to delivery
At p]annmg / SUbJ?Ct t.o within the Programme period, including key
design stage revalidation

milestones and delivery arrangements

= Submit updated technical, cost, and scope
information, as required




Programme

Project Status Treatment

Required Actions

= Include the project as a committed project
within Programme returns

Treatedasa | = Continue delivery in line with approved
committed scope, budget, and timelines
project

Under

construction

= Monitor progress and report in accordance
with Programme governance and oversight
requirements

2.5 Emergency and Exceptional funding

Emergency and exceptional capital funding is available for urgent or unforeseen works and
applications may be submitted by local authorities at any time, including outside of standard
Programme application windows.

This mechanism provides a responsive funding route to address critical water services
issues in a timely manner where standard Programme measures are not suitable or
sufficiently timely.

Eligible circumstances include:

o Emergency situations requiring immediate intervention to maintain or restore
continuity of water services, or to prevent imminent service failure;

e Exceptional cases where a specific issue, location, or scheme presents a
significant risk or need, but does not meet the eligibility criteria of the defined
Programme measures, and where intervention is nonetheless considered
necessary in the public interest.

Applications must clearly demonstrate:

¢ An immediate or imminent risk to continuity of supply or public health, including
any threat to drinking water safety or regulatory compliance;

e Arrisk of service failure or loss of potable water supply, including inability to
maintain a basic or reliable supply to consumers;

e A clear and evidence-based justification for the use of emergency or exceptional
funding routes, including why standard Programme funding mechanisms are not
suitable in the circumstances




Assessment of applications will have regard to:

¢ Public health risk, including compliance with Drinking Water Regulations;

e Continuity of supply, including the likelihood and impact of interruption or failure;

e Environmental risk, including potential impacts on water sources, or receiving
waters; and

e The urgency and proportionality of the proposed response, having regard to the
nature and scale of the issue.

Where the Department refuses an emergency funding application, an appeals process will be
available. An appeal must be made in writing by the local authority, where requested by the
applicant scheme, and received by the Department within 10 working days of the local
authority receiving notification of the refusal. Any supporting documentation relevant to the
appeal should be submitted with the appeal request.

An appeal will be considered by an officer of the Department who was not involved in the
original decision and who is of an equivalent or higher grade than the original decision-
maker. A decision on the appeal will be issued in writing to the local authority within 10
working days of receipt of the appeal. The decision of the appeal shall be final.

The appeals process described above applies only to emergency funding applications.
Exceptional funding applications will be considered on a case-by-case basis having regard to
the specific circumstances of the application and the public interest, and decisions on such
applications are final.

Use of emergency or exceptional funding will be strictly limited to clearly
demonstrated circumstances and will be subject to appropriate assessment and
the provision of supporting evidence

This funding stream shall not be used to supplement or replace the annual subsidy
arrangements for Group Water Schemes or to address routine operational,
maintenance, or recurring funding costs




Section 3. Role, Responsibilities and
Decision Requirements of Local Authorities
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* Represent the interests of
the local community.

¢ Plan and implement local
development initiatives.

¢ Ensure delivery of public
services and infrastructure.
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Responsibilities

* Manage local resources

efficiently and transparently.

* Provide and maintain

essential public services.

* Engage with stakeholders

and promote community

)|

* Approve local plans, Programmes

and budgets.

* Allocate resources and

prioritise projects.

* Resolve local disputes

and enforcement actions.

participation.

3.1 Overview

Local authorities have regulatory and Programme delivery responsibilities, including
responsibility for application quality, project oversight, and compliance with this Framework
and associated Programme requirements.

3.2 Local Authority Role

For all applications under the Capital Funding Programme for the Rural Water Sector 2027—-
2029, local authorities must:

e ensure the effective administration of the Capital Funding Programme for the Rural
Water Sector;

e submit proposed projects for funding which are developed in partnership with the
relevant Group Water Scheme (GWS);

e ensure the application reflects the preferred solution formally endorsed by the local
authority and agreed with the Group Water Scheme;

e ensure applications are complete and suitable for submission.

Applications that do not comply with the terms and conditions of this Programme
should not be submitted

3.3 Key Responsibilities

Local authorities must:

e provide ongoing guidance and technical support to Group Water Schemes;

e encourage engagement between relevant sectoral bodies, and other stakeholders
during project development, where appropriate;

e assess applications and confirm eligibility, feasibility, and alignment with

M Programme objectives;




e apply professional judgement in a manner proportionate to the scale, cost, and
complexity of the project;

o formally endorse and recommend applications for funding in accordance with this
Framework;

e submit applications through the online system;

e manage appeals in accordance with Section 3.6; and

e monitor project delivery to ensure alignment with the approved scope, budget and
Programme requirements.

3.4 Requirement for Options Reports

An Options Report is required only in the following circumstances:

e where the total project cost is €150,000 or greater;
or

e where the cumulative funding sought under the 2027-2029 Programme across all
measures for the relevant Group Water Scheme exceeds €5,000 per house.
e For projects below these thresholds, a full Options Report is not required.

3.5 Decision Standard for All Applications

Local authorities must be satisfied that applications are appropriate, justified,
proportionate, and represent value for money.

For all applications, the Local Authority must:

e be satisfied that the proposed project is justified, proportionate and represents
value for money;

e confirm that the proposed solution is sustainable and appropriate to the identified
need; and

e confirm that the application aligns with Programme objectives and that the Group
Water Scheme has the capacity to sustain the investment

3.6 Appeals (Local Authority Decisions)

The appeals process cannot be used as an alternative route for exceptional funding
applications (see Section 2.5).

An applicant has the right to appeal the local authority’s decision not to submit an
application to the Capital Funding Programme, or an unsuccessful application for
Emergency funding. An appeal should be made to the relevant local authority in line with
the procedure documented below.

The purpose of the appeals process is to provide a structured review of administrative or
assessment decisions by the local authority. Appeals relate to procedural or assessment
matters and do not constitute a re-evaluation of Programme policy or funding priorities.

A local authority must manage appeals as follows:




e A written appeal must be submitted within 10 working days upon receipt of
notification of the original decision.

e Each appeal must be reviewed by a senior official who was not involved in the
original decision.

e A decision on the appeal must be made within 10 working days of receipt of the
appeal and communicated to the appellant within 5 working days, including the
reasons for the decision.

e Where an appeal is upheld, the application may proceed through the standard
Programme application process via the online system.

¢ An upheld appeal does not in itself guarantee funding approval.

e The decision of the local authority following the appeal is final.

The appeals process must be applied consistently and transparently across all
applications. Applicants should be informed in the original decision letter of the
reason their application was rejected and should be informed of their right to
appeal

PROPORTIONALITY GUIDE: ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS 2027-2029

PROJECTS BELOW THRESHOLDS PROJECTS ABOVE THRESHOLDS
VAN
& 5 & . o
CUMULATIVE oR CUMULATIVE
TOTAL COST COST/HOUSE TOTAL COST COST/HOUSE
< €150,000 <€5,000 >€150,000 >€5,000
Level of Assessment: Level of Assessment:
PROPORTIONATE ASSESSMENT FULL OPTIONS REPORT
(Proportional to scale, cost, complexity) (Detailed Technical, Environmental, Economic Analysis)
& Professional Judgement of LA {6y Formal structured comparison
& Address clearly identified need {; Preferred Option identified & justified
& Appropriate solution for long-term e Demonstrate Technical & Economic
& No formal Options Report needed Viability (Lifecycle)

{6 Max use of existing infrastructure
{6y Endorsed by LA & agreed with GWS

See Framework Section 3.4 - 3.6

3.7 Proportionate Assessment (Projects Below €150,000 or €5,000
M cumulative cost per House)




For projects below the Options Report thresholds set out in Section 3.4:

¢ a formal structured comparison of all feasible options is not required;

¢ the Local Authority must nonetheless use its professional judgement to conclude
that the project is the most sustainable, resilient, cost-effective solution and is in
keeping with best practice;

¢ the Local Authority must be satisfied that the proposed project addresses a clearly
identified need;

e the proposed solution must be appropriate in the context of the scheme and its
likely long-term development;

e the level of assessment applied must be proportionate to the scale, cost, and
complexity of the project;

e be developed in consultation with the relevant Group Water Scheme;

e be agreed with the Group Water Scheme prior to submission; and

e be endorsed by the Local Authority prior to submission.

This assessment is proportionate in nature and is not equivalent to a formal Options
Report.

3.8 Content and Requirements of Options Reports

Where required under Section 3.4, Options Reports must:

e assess all feasible options, including (where relevant) continued independent
operation, amalgamation or rationalisation, connection to public water
infrastructure, and taking-in-charge;

e identify a preferred option supported by technical, environmental, and economic
analysis;

e demonstrate why the preferred option represents the most sustainable and
proportionate long-term solution, having regard to operational sustainability,
governance capacity, future compliance requirements, and likely future capital and
operational costs;

e make maximum use of existing infrastructure, where appropriate;

e provide clear justification for excluding alternative options;

e where taking-in-charge is proposed, clearly demonstrate why alternative options,
including amalgamation or rationalisation, or continued independent operation, are
not considered sustainable or proportionate;

e be developed in consultation with the relevant Group Water Scheme;

e be agreed with the Group Water Scheme prior to submission; and

e be endorsed by the Local Authority prior to submission.

Applications should only be submitted where the Local Authority and the Group Water
Scheme are in agreement on the proposed solution

3.9 Local Authority Responsibility and Final Sign-Off

/i

MThe Local Authority must be satisfied that:




e the level of assessment applied is proportionate to the scale and nature of the project;
o the proposed solution represents an appropriate technical and economic response to
the identified need;

e the application is complete, consistent, and supported by appropriate evidence; and

e the proposed solution has been agreed between the Local Authority and the Group
Water Scheme.

The Local Authority formally endorses and recommends the application for funding,
confirming satisfaction with the assessment undertaken and the appropriateness of the
proposed solution.

By submitting an application for funding, the Local Authority confirms that it:

o fully supports the application for funding;

e considers the project appropriate and justified in its professional opinion;

e has exercised professional judgement in assessing the identified need and proposed
solution; and

e accepts responsibility for the validity and evidential basis of the application submitted.

Applications that do not meet these requirements must not be submitted




SECTION 4 - APPRAISAL & APPROVAL PROCESS

1> VALIDATION (Department) 2) EXPERT PANEL EVALUATION 4) DECISION & FUNDING APPROVAL

Drinking Water ‘
Safety, Security

O v
o & Complance =» ﬁ
e 3 A

Value for
Money

VALIDATION *. EXPERT PANEL DECISION &
(Department) EVALUATION FUNDING APPROVAL

Confirm Complete Prioritised Ranking,
& Valid, Critical Assessment ‘ Funding
Clarification Loop against Criteria ‘ Recommendation,

Ministerial Approval

Applications submitted by local authorities will first be validated by the Department to
confirm that they comply with the requirements of the Programme and are complete.
Validated applications will then be assessed by the Expert Panel in accordance with the
eligibility and evaluation processes set out below.

4.1 Evaluation Criteria

Applications are assessed through a two-stage process:

1. Eligibility Assessment (Pass / Fail)
The Programme requirements for eligibility assessment are set out in Table 3.
2. Project Evaluation (Critical Assessment)

Applications will be assessed against the criteria set out in Table 4. In assigning
scores, the Expert Panel shall have regard to the objectives of the relevant
funding measure and the extent to which the proposed project addresses the
specific need identified in the application.

Not all applications will be expected to contribute equally across all evaluation
criteria. The Panel may take account of the primary purpose of the relevant
funding measure when determining an appropriate score.

The criterion “Strategic Alignment with Funding Measure and Programme
Objectives” is intended to recognise the differing objectives of the funding
measures and the extent to which a project contributes to the overall development
of sustainable, resilient and efficient rural water services.

Only applications that pass the eligibility assessment stage will proceed to full
project evaluation




4.2 Validation

All applications submitted through the Department’s online system will be subject to an
initial validation process by the Department. This stage will:

¢ confirm that applications are complete and submitted in the correct format;
e seek clarification or additional information where required; and

e ensure applications are suitable for assessment by the Expert Panel.

Only complete and valid applications will proceed to Expert Panel assessment

4.3 Expert Panel

The Expert Panel comprises:

¢ an Independent Chairperson;

e representatives from Uisce Eireann;

e representatives from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA);

¢ independent technical experts; and

e representatives of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

The Panel is responsible for:

e applying the eligibility and evaluation frameworks;

e assessing applications against the requirements of this Framework;

e scoring and ranking eligible applications in accordance with the Project
Evaluation Framework set out in Table 4;

e requesting clarification or additional information where necessary;

e considering the appropriateness, consistency, and evidential basis of
applications, including the proposed long-term solution for the Group Water
Scheme;

e having regard to the long-term sustainability of the proposed solution and the
proportionality of the investment relative to alternative options;

e making funding recommendations to the Department for Ministerial
consideration; and

e the Panel does not replace the responsibility of the Local Authority for
preparing, validating, and submitting applications.

4.4 Funding Recommendations and Approval
Following assessment, the Expert Panel will:

e review eligible applications and apply the evaluation framework;
e score, prioritise and rank eligible applications in accordance with the Project
Evaluation Framework; and




e make funding recommendations having regard to project scores, Programme
priorities, the objectives of the relevant funding measure and the availability of
Exchequer funding.

Final funding decisions rest with the Minister, having regard to the recommendations of the
Expert Panel, overall Programme priorities, and the availability of Exchequer funding.

Table 3: Eligibility Assessment - Project Appraisal Checklist

Robustness

confirmation of completeness and appropriate
verification (internal and/or external)

Eligibility Criterion Minimum Requirement (Evidence Required) Assessment
Project Confirmation that the project will commence on :
Commencement Pass / Fail
Date or before 31 December 2029

Evidence of engagement between the applicant
g:)a:se:lltt)al(tjiiz scheme and the Local Authority from project Pass / Fail
inception
) ] Evidence that relevant alternative solutions have
Options Appraisal been considered on a proportionate basis, ,
(Proportionate . . . L Pass / Fail
Assessment) including (where appropriate) taking-in-charge,
amalgamation or rationalisation.
Clear identification of the preferred option,
including rationale and evidence of alignment
with existing or planned State infrastructure.
Options Report Where an Options Report is required under _
(where required) Section 3.4, confirmation that the Local Authority | Pass/Fail
has reviewed and endorsed the preferred option
and that the preferred solution is supported by
both the Local Authority and the Group Water
Scheme
Detailed cost estimates covering all relevant
Cost Estimates and elements (including design, construction,
Financial supervision, VAT, and connection charges), with Pass / Fail




Table 4: Project Evaluation (Critical Assessment): different maximum scores outline prioritisation
but do not determine eligibility.

Evaluation
Criterion

Assessment Considerations

Maximum Score

Drinking Water

e Addresses water quality failures or
regulatory non-compliance;
e Resolves Boil Water Notices or Do

Safety, Security Not Consume Notices; 30
& Compliance e Improves system resilience and
compliance
Demonstrates:
o efficient unit cost per connection;
e ensures cost-effective design and
delivery;
e avoids unnecessary capital
Value for Money exp.er?d|ture; -
(Economic e optimises the use of existing 20
Efficiency) infrastructure;
e minimises duplication of assets;
and
e considers long-term operational
sustainability, future capital
dependency, and likely ongoing
Exchequer exposure
e Supports rural communities;
Economic & e Enhances local service provision;
Social e Delivers wider socio-economic 10
Contribution benefits relative to investment
scale
e Protects water resources and the
Environmental enV|ronmer.1t.; .
Protection & o Inclgdes mlttlglaltlon 011
- - environmental impacts;
Sust bilit 1
ustainabiity e Considers alternative 0
environmentally sustainable
solutions
Alignment with
Good Practice & e Aligns with recognised technical 10

Service
Improvement

standards;




e Improves long-term operational
performance, governance, and
service delivery outcomes

i::a:,ﬁ;i‘t with e Advances the objectives of the

Fugdin relevant funding measure;

Measur?e and e Makes a significant contribution to 20
Programme the overall aims of the Programme;
Objectives

Maximum Possible Score 100

The Expert Panel will assess all eligible applications against the criteria set out in
this Framework and, based on this assessment, will make recommendations to
the Department for consideration by the Minister




Appendix 1: Terms and Conditions of Measures

Appendix 1 sets out the funding measures available under the Capital Funding Programme
for the Rural Water Sector 2027-2029, including the purpose of each measure, eligible
activities, level of grant aid, priorities for funding, and project delivery requirements.

Funding is administered through local authorities, subject to Department approval and
compliance with Programme conditions.

Programme Overview

projects

(100% exceptional
cases)Single or
multi-phase

Measure Purpose Maximum % of Delivery Model
eligible costs
1 Source Protection 100% Three-phase
2 e Water treatment e 100%
provision Improvements
Single or multi-
e Capital Replacement e 85% phase delivery
3 Amalgamation or 100% Integrated delivery
Rationalisation
4 Water conservation, leakage 85% Three-phase
reduction and prevention
(sub-measure 4 (a)
only)
5 Extensions to existing private 85% Single-phase
group water schemes and new
group water schemes
6 Taking-in-charge of group 100% Single or multi-
water schemes and group phase
sewerage schemes
7 Community Water Connections 85% Single-phase
and Community Wastewater
Connections
8 Innovative demonstration 85% Single or multi-

phase




im Measure 1 - Source Protection for Existing Private Group Water

Schemes

Item Detail
Objective Protect and improve drinking water sources
Eligible Schemes Existing Private Group Water Schemes (PriGWS)
Eligible Applicants Private Group Water Schemes through local authorities
Grant Rate Up to 100% of eligible costs
Funding Limit €20,000 per house
Delivery Model Three-phase delivery

o e Source protection
Priority Focus and
Contribution to e Catchment risk reduction
Programme Objectives L
e Long term sustainability of raw water sources

1. Purpose

Measure 1 supports existing private group water schemes (PriGWS) in protecting and
improving drinking water sources in accordance with the multi-barrier approach to safe
drinking water supply.

The measure supports the identification of source risks and implementation of practical
measures to protect drinking water catchments and abstraction points.

2. Eligible Activities

Eligible activities may include:

e Improvements to abstraction points and boreholes;

e Source protection infrastructure;

e Consolidation of water sources where appropriate;

¢ Investigative and risk assessment works;

e Capital works arising from approved source protection recommendations.

Applications must be submitted through the relevant local authority using the
Department’s online application system




3. Level of Grant

e Grant aid of up to 100% of eligible costs;
e Funding applies only to essential works approved by the local authority.

4. Priorities for Funding

Priority Description

Schemes located within Areas for Action under the Water

Priority 1 Action Plan 2024-A River Basin Management Plan for Ireland

Schemes requiring a source catchment risk assessment under

Priority 2 the Drinking Water Regulations 2023

Priority 3 Projects aligned with source protection guidance

5. Project Delivery

Projects will normally be delivered as follows:

Phase Description

Establish an allowable sustainable abstraction and

Phase 1 other abstraction related assessments

Prepare an Integrated Source Protection Plan
Phase 2 (ISPP) and/or raw water monitoring in advance of
ISPP projects

Phase 3 Implement approved capital works

Except in exceptional circumstances, each phase should be completed before progressing to
the next phase.

6. Additional Requirements

Projects should comply with:

e Drinking Water Regulations 2023;
¢ Drinking Water Source Protection Technical Guidance (July 2024);
E e Relevant EPA guidance and technical standards




im Measure 2 - Water treatment provision,
improvements and capital replacement

Item Detail
Objective Improve drinking water quality
Eligible Schemes Existing PriGWS
Eligible Applicants Private Group Water Schemes through local authorities

e Sub-measure (a): up to 100%

Grant Rate

e Sub-measure (b): up to 85%
Funding Limit €20,000 per house
Delivery Model Single or multi-phase delivery

. e Regulatory compliance
Priority Focus and

Contribution to

L. e Drinking water quality improvement
Programme Objectives

e Public health protection

1. Purpose

Measure 2 supports improvements to water quality in existing PriGWS through the
installation, upgrade, or replacement of water treatment systems.

The measure supports compliance with Drinking Water Regulations and protection of public
health.

2. Eligible Activities

Sub measure (a) Water Treatment Improvements

¢ |Installation of new treatment systems;
e Upgrade or replacement of inadequate systems.

l




Sub measure (b) Capital Replacement

e Capital replacement works under existing DBO contracts.

3. Level of Grant

Category Grant Aid
Water Treatment Improvements Up to 100% of eligible costs
Capital Replacement under DBO Contracts Up to 85% of eligible costs

4. Priorities for Funding

Priority Description

Priority 1 No or inadequate disinfection

THM and other Parametric exceedances requiring corrective

Priority 2 .
riority action

Significant water quality risks identified through risk

Priority 3 [
riority assessment or plant audit

5. Project Delivery

Projects can be delivered in a single or multi-phase:

Phase Description
Phase 1 Supply system risk assessment
Phase 2 Measure including risk management

Except in exceptional circumstances, each phase should be completed before progressing to
the next phase.




im Measure 3 - Amalgamation or Rationalisation

Item Detail
Objective Improve operational efficiency and sustainability
Eligible Schemes Existing Group Water Schemes
Eligible Applicants Group Water Schemes through local authorities
Grant Rate Up to 100%
Funding Limit €20,000 per house
Delivery Model Integrated delivery
Lo o Operational sustainability
Priority Focus and
Contribution to Programme « Rationalisation
Objectives
« Governance and efficiency

1. Purpose

Measure 3 supports the amalgamation or rationalisation of existing Group Water Schemes to
improve operational efficiency and long-term sustainability.

Local authorities should actively encourage amalgamation or rationalisation opportunities,
including cross-boundary proposals where appropriate.

2. Eligible Activities
Sub measure (a) Amalgamation

e Combining two or more schemes into a single integrated scheme;
e Essential infrastructure standardisation works.

Sub measure (b) Rationalisation

e Consolidating the management and operation of two or more schemes where physical
connection is not practical.




3. Level of Grant

e Grant aid of up to 100% of eligible costs;
e Funding applies only to essential capital works.

4. Priorities for Funding

Priority Description
Priority 1 Schemes with sustainability concerns
Priority 2 Cross-boundary amalgamation opportunities
Priority 3 Schemes requiring operational consolidation

5. Project Delivery

Projects will normally be delivered through integrated delivery arrangements.

Phased delivery may be approved in exceptional circumstances.




im Measure 4 - Infrastructure renewal, water conservation, leakage
reduction and prevention

Item Detail

Objective Improve infrastructure efficiency and reduce leakage
Eligible Schemes Existing Group Water Schemes
Eligible Applicants Group Water Schemes through local authorities
Grant Rate Up to 85% of eligible costs
Funding Limit €20,000 per house
Delivery Model Three-phase delivery (sub-measure (a) only)

o o Water conservation
Priority Focus and
Contributionto « Leakage reduction
Programme Objectives

« Infrastructure resilience

1. Purpose

Measure 4 supports infrastructure improvements and water conservation measures to
improve operational efficiency, reduce leakage, and strengthen supply reliability.

2. Eligible Activities
Sub measure (a) Water Conservation

e Water management systems;
e Leakage monitoring;
e Mains rehabilitation.
Sub measure (b) Infrastructure Upgrades

e Storage improvements;
e Pumping upgrades;
e Distribution mains replacement.

[J
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3. Level of Grant

e Grant aid of up to 85% of eligible costs.

4. Priorities for Funding: Sub Measure (a) only

Water Conservation Projects

Priority Criteria
A Phase 1 or Phase 2 not completed
B DMA night flows >0.4 m3km/h
C DMA night flows 0.25-0.4 m3®km/h
D DMA night flows <0.25 m?®km/h

Submissions should be based on actual data rather than theoretical data.
Infrastructure Upgrades
Priority should be given to:

e Undersized mains;
e Deficient source or storage infrastructure.

5. Project Delivery: Sub Measure A only

Projects will normally be delivered as follows:

Phase Description

Phase 1 Water Management System
Phase 2 Pressure management and Active Leakage Control
Phase 3 Mains/Storage Renewal or Rehabilitation

Phase 3 will normally require completion of Phases 1 and 2.




im Measure 5 - Extensions to Existing Group Water Schemes and New
Group Water Schemes

Item Detail

Objective Extend piped water services to unserved rural areas

Eligible Schemes Existing Group Water Schemes and new standalone

schemes
Eligible Applicants Group Water Schemes through local authorities
Grant Rate Up to 85% of eligible costs
Funding Limit €20,000 per house
Delivery Model Single-phase delivery

e Rural access
Priority Focus and
Contribution to Programme « Replacement of defective private wells
Objectives
« Sustainable service provision

1. Purpose

Measure 5 supports the extension of piped water services to rural areas not currently served
by public water supplies.

The measure supports:

e Extensions to existing group water schemes; and
¢ New standalone schemes where no viable public or group supply exists.

2. Eligible Activities
Sub measure (a) Extensions to Existing Schemes

e Extension of distribution networks;
e Associated infrastructure works.
Sub measure (b) New Standalone Schemes

e Source development;
e \Water treatment infrastructure;

E e Storage infrastructure;
[J




e Distribution networks.

3. Level of Grant

e Grant aid of up to 85% of eligible costs. In exceptional circumstances, additional
support above the standard 85% grant rate may be considered.

4. Priorities for Funding

Priority Description

Replacement of defective private wells with inadequate quality

Priority 1 or quantity

Replacement of groups of private wells that do not have a

Priority 2 i ity i
riority water quality or quantity issue

5. Project Delivery

Projects will normally be delivered in a single phase.




im Measure 6 - Taking-in-Charge of Group Water Schemes and Group
Sewage Schemes

Item

Detail

Objective

Facilitate transfer of schemes to Uisce Eireann

Eligible Schemes

Group water and sewerage schemes

Eligible Applicants

Group Water and Sewage schemes through Local
authorities

Grant Rate Up to 100%
Funding Limit No per-house limit applies
Delivery Model Single or multi-phase delivery

Priority Focus and
Contribution to Programme
Objectives

e Long-term sustainability
e Service transition

« Compliance with Uisce Eireann standards

1. Purpose

2. Eligible Activities

Eligible activities may include:

Measure 6 supports the taking-in-charge of eligible group water and sewerage schemes by
Uisce Eireann where taking-in-Charge represents the most sustainable, proportionate, and
value-for-money long-term solution having regard to public health, regulatory compliance,

operational sustainability, and service resilience.

Funding supports all works necessary to bring infrastructure to the standard required by
Uisce Eireann. Taking-in-Charge should generally be supported/encouraged where
continued independent operation or amalgamation or rationalisation would not represent a
sustainable, resilient, or proportionate long-term solution.

e Upgrade works required for taking-in-charge;
e Works on quality-deficient schemes;

E e Reactivation of moribund schemes;




e Essential sewerage infrastructure upgrades.
A minimum of two-thirds of scheme members must consent to taking-in-charge proposals.

3. Level of Grant

e Grant aid of up to 100% of eligible costs;

¢ No per-house funding limit applies. Funding approval under this Measure will have
regard to value for money, proportionality, and long-term sustainability, including
consideration of alternative options such as continued standalone operation or
amalgamation or rationalisation where relevant.

5. Project Delivery

Projects will normally be delivered in a single phase.

Larger or more complex projects may be delivered in multiple phases, subject to Department
approval.




im Measure 7 - Community Water Connections and

Community Wastewater Connections

l

Item Detail
o Extend existing public water and wastewater services to
Objective e
rural communities
Eligible Schemes Community water and wastewater connection projects
Eligible Applicants Community group schemes through local authorities
Grant Rate Up to 85% of eligible costs
Funding Limit €20,000 per house
Delivery Model Single-phase delivery
Priority Focus and o Community connectivity
Contribution to
Programme » Public health protection
Objectives
o Environmental protection
1. Purpose

Measure 7 supports the extension of public water and wastewater services to rural
communities through connection to existing Uisce Eireann infrastructure.

2. Eligible Activities

Sub measure (a) Community Water Connections

Extension of public water networks.

Sub measure (b) Community Wastewater Connections

Extension of public wastewater networks.

3. Level of Grant

Grant aid of up to 85% of eligible costs.

Applicants are expected to present accurate and realistic, VAT inclusive cost
estimates. Proposals that underestimate costs may not be approved.




4. Priorities for Funding

Priority Description
Priority 1 Unsafe or inadequate private wells
Priority 2 Unsuitable septic tank systems
Priority 3 Projects located close to existing Uisce Eireann

infrastructure

5. Project Delivery

Projects will normally be delivered in a single phase.




im Measure 8 - Innovative demonstration projects

Item

Detail

Objective

Promote innovation, sustainability and climate resilience
across the rural water sector

Eligible Schemes

Group Water Schemes and sector-wide initiatives

Eligible Applicants

Local authorities and sectoral partners

Up to 85% (up to 100% in exceptional circumstances) of

Grant Rate L

eligible costs
Funding Limit Case-by-case assessment
Delivery Model Single or multi-phase delivery

Priority Focus and
Contribution to

¢ Innovation

Programme o Climate resilience
Objectives
e Sectoral learning
1. Purpose

Measure 8 supports innovative projects addressing key challenges in the rural water sector,

including water quality, operational efficiency, sustainability, and climate resilience.

2. Eligible Activities

Any innovative demonstration project that will benefit and enhance the delivery of safe,
resilient and sustainable water supply within the Group Water Sector.

3. Level of Grant

e Grant aid of up to 85% of eligible costs;
¢ Up to 100% funding may be approved in exceptional circumstances.




4. Priorities for funding

Routine operational improvements or established best practice measures are not eligible.

5. Project Delivery

Projects will normally be delivered in a single phase.

Multi-phase delivery may be considered where clearly justified.

6. Additional Requirements
Applications should include:

e Clear objectives and expected outcomes;

e Detailed work Programme and timeline;

¢ Risk assessment and mitigation measures;

e Arrangements for reporting and dissemination of findings.




XX See Comment from WAU (Pat Murphy)

Appendix 2 - Options Report Template

Feasibility and Options Appraisal Report
for

XX Group Water Scheme
(EPA Code XXXXPRIXXXX)
prepared by
XXX County Council

Insert Council Logo

Report Date:




Options Appraisal Reports

It is essential that all funding under the Capital Funding Programme for the Rural Water
Sector (the Programme) is provided in an open, transparent and consistent way. This
template provides a standardised national format for the preparation of Options Appraisal
Reports across all local authorities. All stakeholders, in particular schemes, the Department

and the Expert Panel, must be familiar with the requirements.

An Options Appraisal Report is a valued engineering process. Its purpose is to identify and
confirm the most sustainable long-term option for a scheme to ensure that consumers have

access to a safe, compliant drinking water supply on a consistent long-term basis.

The findings of the report and the recommended option will underpin funding applications
under the Programme. Value for money is a fundamental requirement of all publicly funded
projects. The Infrastructure Guidelines require that public bodies ensure the efficient and

effective use of Exchequer resources.

It is the responsibility of each local authority to identify and recommend the most appropriate
option in accordance with the Infrastructure Guidelines. In forming this recommendation,
the local authority applies its professional judgement having regard to relevant

alternatives on a proportionate basis.

Options Appraisal Reports must be prepared by an experienced local authority engineer and

approved by a Senior Executive Engineer or higher grade.

Instructions for Using This Template

o Complete the title page with scheme name, local authority and date.
e Do not amend template structure.

« Remove all [guidance] text before finalisation.

« Complete all sections or state where information is not available.

« Use tables provided for financial consistency.

o Update Table of Contents before submission.

o« Complete Document Control Panel.

o Save as PDF using: Local Authority / Scheme Name / Date.

o Delete this instruction section before submission.




Document Control Panel

Description

Prepared
by

Approved
by

Date

Final version of report submitted with
application for funding under the Capital
Funding Programme for the Rural Water
Sector 2027-2029.
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1 Introduction and Overview of scheme

[Insert scheme description as appropriate]

e The XXX Group Water Scheme (the scheme) is a private group water scheme

supplying drinking water to its members. It is located approximately XX km from XXX.
e The scheme supplies XX domestic, YY mixed use, and ZZ non-domestic connections.

e The source is XXX. Treatment consists of XXX. The distribution network is

approximately XX km. Storage is provided at XX / not provided.
e The scheme has / does not have control of source and treatment infrastructure.
e Average demand is XXX m3/day. Unaccounted-for water is XX%.
e Meters are / are not in place and actively monitored.

e XXX County Council has reviewed water quality records for the past three years.

Issues include XX, YY, ZZ / no significant issues recorded.

e The scheme is / is not subject to a Boil Water Notice or Do Not Consume Notice since
XX.

e The last local authority inspection took place in XX 202X.
e The scheme has a weak / adequate / strong management structure.
¢ In the opinion of the local authority, the scheme is poorly / adequately / well operated.

e The current treatment system is / is not considered adequate.




Map 1 — Scheme overview and supply area

[Insert location map here - network details not required]




2 Description of issues

This section outlines the key issues requiring resolution in the short to medium term.

Consumers are entitled to a continuous, safe water supply that is compliant with the Drinking

Water Regulations.

The objective of this report is to identify and assess options to ensure a safe, resilient and
cost-effective water supply over the long term (in line with the Infrastructure Guidelines-

Capital Works Management Framework).
3 Assessments Under This Report

This report assesses the scheme’s ability to provide a safe and compliant water supply on a

sustainable long-term basis.
It considers:

o Capability of the scheme

« Options available for long-term service delivery

4 Capabilities assessment
Table 1 provides an assessment of the current capability of the scheme to deliver safe and
compliant drinking water consistently.

Table 1 - Capabilities Assessment

v , Status
ey actions
y (Yes/No) Notes

Source: Is the scheme operating from a water source
that is sustainable in the long-term - with resilience to
drought and climate change — that is owned or has

access to it controlled by the scheme?

Water treatment: Does the scheme have in place and
operate a water treatment system (with duty standby,
monitoring and alarm systems) that is fully capable of
adequately treating the water from the current source on

a consistent long-term basis?




Key actions

Status
(Yes/No)

Notes

Maintenance: Is the water treatment system for the
scheme, such as filters, disinfection (chlorination and/or
ultraviolet) etc. regularly maintained and serviced in

accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions?

Waste management: Does the scheme sustainably
dispose of any liquid waste or solids generated during the

water treatment process?

Water quality: Does the scheme have a history (within
last three years) of any water quality issues
(bacteriological and/or chemical) that are either
persistent, intermittent or occasional including risks or
has otherwise been/is on a Boil Water Notice or a Do Not

Consume Notice)?

Audit/Risk Assessment: For any audit or inspection of
the scheme by the local authority (undertaken within last
three years) under the Drinking Water Regulations has
the scheme fully implemented all recommendations for

improvements?

Distribution network: Does the scheme adequately
manage its distribution network including having
Programmes for active control of leakage, regular
unidirectional flushing of network etc.?

Operation and Maintenance Plan: Does the scheme
have a written Operation and Maintenance Plan, of a
level of detail appropriate to the size and complexity of
the scheme, which provides the basic concepts required
for the operation and maintenance of the scheme to
ensure the production of safe drinking water on a

consistent long-term basis?

M




v . Status
ey actions
y (Yes/No) Notes

Technical Capacity: Does the scheme have the
technical capacity (e.g. through a caretaker that is
adequately trained and experienced to the extent
needed) to physically operate and maintain its
infrastructure in a way that ensures the production of safe

drinking water on a consistent long-term basis?

Management Capacity: Does the scheme have the
management capacity (i.e. adequately trained and
experienced to the extent needed) to conduct its affairs in
a manner that enables it to manage its activities in a way
that ensures the production of safe drinking water on a

consistent long-term basis?

Financial Capacity: Does the scheme have the financial
capacity i.e. sufficient financial resources appropriate to
its scale to allow it to sustainably operate (i.e. ensures
that revenue exceeds costs, maintains adequate financial
records, plans for future expenses including emergencies

etc.)?

Asset Management Plan: Does the scheme have a
written and up to date Asset Management Plan that is
appropriate to the size of the scheme that considers
preventative maintenance, rehabilitation, replacement
and expansion of assets in the short to medium term (10

years or more)?

Emergency Plan: Does the scheme have written
procedures that are up to date, for maintaining a state of
preparedness for emergencies including arrangements
for the provision of an alternative water supply in the
event of: breakdowns, contamination, weather events

etc. e.g. bottled water, bowsers, tankers etc.?

Notes

1. Insert notes — state N/A if none or expand text as needed.
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5 Options assessments

[This section presents relevant information on a whole life basis for each option considered.

Comment must be provided on any key issues].

The local authority should assess each option for the group water scheme using the following

multi-criteria assessment.

Financial/Engineering e The primary focus of the financial appraisal is the
Appraisal estimation of capital costs
¢ the engineering aspects of each option, ensuring the
best use of available assets and technology
Socio-environmental e Considers the local social and environmental
Appraisal implications of the options available
¢ in the context of the members owning and operating
the GWS as a community service

The report considers the following long-term options:

« Standalone operation
« Amalgamation or Rationalisation

« Connection to Uisce Eireann and taking-in-charge

Each option is assessed on total costs.

5.1 Option 1 — Standalone

Standalone operation is / is not considered by the local authority to be a sustainable long-

term option.

Reasons:
[Insert]




Table 2 — Total cost of the scheme remaining standalone.

Sub-total Total
e . estimated estimated
Description of cost items
cost cost

(€) (€)

Capital costs
Replace this text with item description -

Replace this text with item description -

Other costs -
Replace this text with item description (as
applicable to scheme, scope or

complexity)

Notes
1. Water mains replacement not included as the cost is common to all options.

2. VAT included, inflation not included as it is common to all options.
3. Insert notes — summarise constraints etc. state N/A if none or expand text as needed.

Yes/No/Comment

Have the views of the group water scheme been
sought in relation to this option?

Briefly describe the consultation process and
summarise the outcome.

Are there social implications for this option that
need to be considered, particularly for the members
of the community that own and benefit from the
scheme?

Does the proposal make the best use of available
assets and technology?

How will this option impact on local
economy (directly/indirectly), e.g.
currently employed staff, local
suppliers of materials etc.?

Are there environmental implications to consider
with this option particularly from a water quality,
climate change and biodiversity perspective? If
‘Yes’, please describe.

Does the option support the River Basin
Management Plan, e.g. is the scheme located in an
Area for Action?

Describe current or planned source protection
actions in the scheme.




5.2 Option 2 — Amalgamation or Rationalisation

Nearby schemes:

e XX Group Water Scheme
e YY Group Water Scheme

Reasons:

Amalgamation/rationalisation is / is not considered a viable long-term option.

Table 3 — Total cost of the scheme pursuing amalgamation or rationalisation.

Sub-total Total estimated
Description of cost items TR G Gl e
(€) (€)

Capital costs
Replace this text with item description

Replace this text with item description

Other costs
Replace this text with item description (as
applicable to scheme, scope or

complexity)

Notes

1. Water mains replacement not included as the cost is common to all options.
2. VAT included, inflation not included as it is common to all options.
3. Insert notes — summarise constraints etc. state N/A if none or expand text as needed.

Yes/No/Comment

Have the views of the group water scheme been

M| sought in relation to this option?
4%




Briefly describe the consultation process and
summarise the outcome.

Are there social implications for this option that
need to be considered, particularly for the members
of the community that own and benefit from the
scheme?

Does the proposal make the best use of available
assets and technology?

How will this option impact on local
economy (directly/indirectly), e.g.
currently employed staff, local
suppliers of materials etc.?

Are there environmental implications to consider
with this option particularly from a water quality,
climate change and biodiversity perspective? If
‘Yes’, please describe.

Does the option support the River Basin
Management Plan, e.g. is the scheme located in an
Area for Action?

Describe current or planned source protection
actions in the scheme.

5.2 Option 3 - Connection to Uisce Eireann and Taking-in-Charge

Connection to Uisce Eireann and taking-in-charge is/is not, in the opinion of the local

authority, considered to be a viable option for the scheme to provide safe drinking water on a

consistent long-term basis. Uisce Eireann have confirmed that they have available capacity to

allow for an indicative timeline for taking-in-charge of:

5 Years 10 years 30 years

Connection to Uisce Eireann and taking-in-charge is / is not considered a viable long-term

option.

Reasons:




Table 4 — Total cost of taking-in-charge option for scheme

Sub-total
estimated
cost

(€)

Description of cost items

Total
estimated
cost

(€)

Capital costs
Replace this text with item description -

Replace this text with item description -

Other costs
Replace this text with item description

(as applicable to scheme, scope or

complexity)

Notes

1. Water mains replacement not included as the cost is common to all options.

2. VAT included, inflation not included as it is common to all options.

3. Insert notes — summarise constraints etc. state N/A if none or expand text as

needed.

Yes/No/Comment

Have the views of the group water scheme
been sought in relation to this option?

Briefly describe the consultation process
and summarise the outcome.

Are there social implications for this option
that need to be considered, particularly for
the members of the community that own
and benefit from the scheme?

Does the proposal make the best use of
available assets and technology?

How will this option impact on local
economy (directly/indirectly), e.g.
currently employed staff, local
suppliers of materials etc.?

Are there environmental implications to
consider with this option particularly from
a water quality, climate change and
biodiversity perspective? If ‘Yes’, please
describe.

Does the option support the River Basin
Management Plan, e.g. is the scheme
located in an Area for Action?

Describe current or planned source
protection actions in the scheme.




6 Evaluation of Options

[Summarise the options, state N/A if there is no future scheme i.e. it is proposed to
amalgamate it into another scheme or be connected to Uisce Eireann and taken in chargel].
This section summarises the comparative assessment of options, including:

e Value for money

o Technical feasibility

o Environmental considerations

o Long-term sustainability

e Service resilience

7 Selected Option

The local authority identifies the most appropriate long-term option for the scheme.

Table 4 — Summary of options costs

Total

Description estimated
cost (€)

Option 1 — Standalone -

Option 2 — Amalgamation -

Option 3 - Rationalisation -

Option 4 — Taking-in-charge -

Notes
1. Insert notes — state N/A if none or expand text as needed.

Constraints

[List here and briefly discuss any project/design constraints if applicable e.g. Uisce Eireann
currently has no capacity in its system in the short or medium term. If this is the case for a
connection and taking-in-charge option, site ownership/control or acquisition, environmental —
Natura 2000 sites, abstraction limitations etc. State N/A if no notable short or long-term
constraints exist for the selected option].




8 Conclusion and Recommendations

XXX County Council has evaluated all options.

Following assessment, Option X (XXX) is, in the opinion of the local authority, the most

appropriate and sustainable solution and is recommended for funding.

The recommendation is / is not subject to constraints:
[Insert]

The local authority confirms that:

o The recommended option has been discussed with the scheme (and National
Federation of Group Water Schemes where appropriate)
e The scheme supports the recommended option

o The funding application is based on this option

9 Funding Summary

Table 5 —Summary of funding application

Total
grant
Description application
amount

(€)

Measure 1 - Source protection -

Measure 2 - Water treatment provision, improvements

and capital replacement

Measure 3 - Amalgamation / rationalisation -

Measure 4 — Infrastructure renewal, water conservation,

leakage reduction and prevention

Measure 5 — Extensions to existing private group water

schemes and new group water schemes

Measure 6 - Taking-in-charge of group water schemes

and group sewerage schemes

Notes
1. Insert notes — state N/A if none or expand text as needed.




Appendix A — Layout maps
[Insert any relevant supporting maps etc referred to in the report here].




Appendix B — Supporting information
[Insert any relevant supporting information referred to in the report such as water quality data
here].




il Appendix 3 & 4: Grading Scales

Infrastructure Condition Grading
To support local authorities in assessing the condition of infrastructure and
determining eligibility for capital funding under the Programme.

Local authorities must assign a Condition Grade, if applicable (Measures 1-6).

Table 1: Condition Grading

Classification | Indicators of Action Required
condition

1 Good Assets are sound, well Up-to-date Consider Annual
maintained, modern reports (< 2 year) Subsidy
and fully operational Ewdsencg of )
Assets are performing routmelmspecuon
adequately but and maintenance
showing minor e Minor wear and
deterioration =zl
e Some
maintenance
intervention
required
2 Moderate Ageing 'assets i N Increasing Monitor/Consider
increasing maintenance .
] Annual Subsidy
maintenance frequency
requirements but still ¢ No immediate risk
functional to continuity of
supply
e Recurrin - .
3 Poor Assets are non- breakdofvns or Priority Application
functional, unsafe, or service
unfit for purpose and interruptions
require replacement Orle Increasing risk to
major upgrade compliance and
Significant operational continuity
issues and approaching|®  System failure or
end of design life. near failure
e Immediate risk to
supply continuity
and compliance




Guidance Notes

1. Indicators listed above are non-exhaustive and intended only as guidelines.

2. Local authorities must establish and verify grading through appropriate
technical assessment using the above table as a guide.

3. Supporting evidence may be requested depending on the level of action
required, e.g. infrastructure deemed Decrepit and a High Priority application is
appropriate would need detailed supporting evidence showing same.

4. Large report extracts should not be submitted with applications. Summarised
report segments highlighting pertinent points is encouraged.

Data Confidence Grading
To ensure that applications are supported by reliable, proportionate and verifiable

information.

Local authorities must assign a Confidence Grade (1-3), on all applications.

Table 2: Confidence Grading

Grade

Reliability Description

Key Indicators

Assessment

limited
information

Some
uncertainty;
additional

0 0 ®
verification may

be required
during
assessment

Reports 2-5 years
old

Partial operational
documentation
available

Limited inspection
evidence- Weak or
inconsistent

. , . .
Reliable Recent reports (< 2 Submit Application
years)
ComprehenSive, |ndependent
recent and technical validation
verified data
Site inspections
completed &
Generally sound | evidence of
information with inspection available
minor gaps Reasonable to
Comprehensive
operational & asset
knowledge
2 Moderate Acceptable but Submit




Grade Reliability Description Key Indicators Assessment

3 Unreliable e Insufficient data DO NOT SUBMIT
19 Sl e No reports <5 years,
:itsj?osrsrc:\/evnt inspections or record
confidence in No meaningful
data that is knowledge of as_sets
B e \Weak or inconsistent

knowledge
e Significant data [ Limited
gaps and low documentation
confidence in
information

Guidance Notes

1. Local authorities must establish and verify grading through appropriate
evidence based assessment using the above table as a guide.

2. Indicators listed above are non-exhaustive and intended only as guidelines.

3. Supporting evidence may be requested depending on level of reliability, e.g.
applications deemed moderate would need more detailed evidence
supporting the application than an application deemed reliable.

4. Large report extracts should not be submitted with applications. Summarised
report segments highlighting pertinent points is encouraged.

Applications based on moderate/lower-confidence data may be delayed



Appendix 5: Glossary of Key Terms and Abbreviations

Glossary Navigation Strip

A CD

E/GILLMNPR S UVWZ

Purpose

To provide clear, consistent definitions of terms and abbreviations used throughout
this Framework. The Glossary may also include additional relevant terms to support
understanding and implementation of the Framework.

A

Term /
Abbreviation

Definition

Allowable
Abstraction

The volume of water that can be abstracted while maintaining required
environmental flows and protecting the water body.

Amalgamation

Integration of two or more water or wastewater systems into a single
network under one entity.

Asset

Infrastructure and equipment used to deliver water or wastewater
services.

C

Term /
Abbreviation

Definition

Capital Uisce Eireann’s Capital Programme, including the Small Towns and
Investment Villages Growth Programme (ST&VGP)

Plan (CIP) '

Capital Replacement of infrastructure with a typical useful life of five years or

Replacement

more, as part of a bona fide DBO contract.




Catchment The land area draining to a river, lake, or groundwater body.

Climate Long-term changes in climate patterns, including increased frequency of
Change extreme weather events.

Connection
Charging

Policy networks.

Policy governing charges for connections to water and wastewater

D

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

DBO Contract

Design, Build and Operate contract arrangement for delivery
of infrastructure.

Demonstration Project

Pilot project under MARWP to test new approaches,
technologies, or delivery models.

Department

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

Developer Provided
Infrastructure (DPI)

DPI infrastructure are privately-owned facilities and in many
cases the infrastructure is not performing to standard or is
reaching end-of-life.

DWWTS

Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems.

DWR

Drinking Water Regulations (European Union (Drinking
Water) Regulations 2023).

E

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

EPA

Environmental Protection Agency.




G

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

Groundwater

Water located beneath the ground surface in soil or rock
formations.

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

ISPP

Integrated Source Protection Plan for safeguarding drinking
water sources.

L

Term / Abbreviation Definition
Term / Abbreviation Definition
MARWP Multi-annual Rural Water Programme.
Minister Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

N

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

National
Development Plan
(NDP)

Government’s strategic framework for public capital
investment.




Network

System of pipes and associated infrastructure for water or
wastewater services.

NFGWS

National Federation of Group Water Schemes.

P

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

PriGWS

Private Group Water Scheme.

PubGWS

Public Group Water Scheme.

R

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

Rationalisation

Consolidating the management and operation of two or more
schemes where physical connection is not

practical.

River Basin Management Plan under the Water Framework
RBMP o

Directive.
RBMS River Basin Management Service (previously Local Authoritys

Water Programme (LAWPRO))

S

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

SAP

Water Quality and Water Services Infrastructure Sectoral
Adaptation Plan.

Source Protection

Measures to protect drinking water sources from contamination
and over-abstraction.




Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme under Uisce

ST&VGP -,
Eireann.
Surface Water Water on the surface of the land (e.qg. rivers, lakes).
Sustainable The ability of a system to operate effectively and reliably over the

long term.

U

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

UFW

Unaccounted-for Water (water losses within a system).

\'

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

Value for Money
(VFM)

The optimal balance of cost, quality, and sustainability over the
lifecycle of an investment.

W

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

Wastewater

Used water requiring collection, treatment, and disposal.

Water Body

A defined unit of surface water or groundwater under RBMP
classification.

Water Framework
Directive (WFD)

EU Directive (2000/60/EC) establishing a framework for water
protection.

Water Infrastructure

Physical systems from source to tap, including abstraction,
treatment, storage, and distribution.




Water Services

Water supply and wastewater services.

Z

Term / Abbreviation

Definition

ZoC Report

Zone of Contribution report identifying source catchment area
and vulnerability.
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