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Sent: Wednesday 25 February 2026 07:14

To: DCEE IFD Public Consultations

Subject: Submission to Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme - River Slaney
Attachments: Submission River Slaney Draft Regs 2026.pdf

cauTion: This eMail originated from outside your organisation and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not click on any links or open

any attachments unless you recognise the sender or are expecting the email and know that the content is safe. If you are in any doubt,
please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk. ' :

Towhom is may concern,
Please see attached submission.

Regards
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Re: Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2025

Sent by email: «
25" February 2026

Dear Minister Dooley,

I am the co-owner of Clohamon fishery, a stretch of water on the River Slaney. I am
also a director of The Slaney River Trust. The purpose of this letter is to make a
submission in relation to the Draft Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme
(Amendment) Regulations.

I believe the regulations proposed in relation to salmon angling on the river should be
amended. Many of the policies introduced by your department in recent years are
excellent from a conservation point of view. I fully support fishing on a catch and
release basis, the requirement to fish with fly only on the majority of the catchment
and to close the river earlier than most other systems. All these measures ensure we
protect the precious Slaney salmon as best we can while enabling angling to continue.

Allowing angling to continue is critical to protect the river and its fish stocks,
particularly the vulnerable salmon. Remove the angler and you take. away those who
have a passion to protect it.

By delaying the opening to 1* June you are removing the salmon angler. As you will
know, the river Slaney is famous for its Spring Salmon fishing, with most salmon
anglers fishing in March, April and May.

By prohibiting these anglers from fishing, you are also removing those who strive to
protect the river. With catch and release (fly only) survival rates reported by
numerous studies to be in the region of 98%, it is clear that the loss caused by
legitimate anglers will be negligible. Compare this to the reality of poaching along the
river and you should realise that the presence of anglers at a time when the river needs



them, during the salmon run, is absolutely critical. Remove the angler and the river
really is doomed.

My experience as a fishery owner is that the only way to keep poachers off the river,
is to have anglers on it. There is no other way. Poaching has become a huge issue in
recent years, which is well documented. These poachers show no regard for the law

and take every opportunity they can. Without the custodians of the river on its banks,
they will run riot.

I appeal to you, as the Slaney River Trust have done, that in order to protect the
angling community, so vital in protecting the Slaney salmon, that you permit the river

to open on a catch and release basis fly only form 17% March 2026.

Yours Sincerely
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