An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

GRANT-AID SCHEME FOR INVESTMENTS TO IMPROVE EQUINE
TRACEABILITY 2026

1. Scheme Overview

Improving equine traceability has been a priority for the Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine (DAFM) over the last number of years and incremental improvements have been
made. Robust traceability is fundamental to ensuring horse owners and keepers are
accountable for the welfare of their horses. Without accurate traceability, horses are
vulnerable to neglect and mistreatment. Investing in better traceability is an investment in
better equine welfare.

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine published an action plan to deliver the
reforms proposed by in the Wall Report. A number of these actions are based on the
implementation of IT solutions including the automated transfer of movement data from
equine sales and auction houses.

The Department is now welcoming applications from eligible applicants as listed in Table 1
below, hereafter referred to as “Eligible Entities” for grant aid to invest in IT infrastructure to
develop an application programming interface (API) between their system and DAFM which
will:

1. Carry out a pre-sale compliance check to ensure a horse is located in the equine
premises registration number (EPRN) provided by the seller

2. Facilitate the transfer of equine movement data from the sales house to the Central
Equine Database.

A completed application (including supporting documentation) must be submitted to
horseid@agriculture.gov.ie by 5pm on the 31% of July 2026. It should be noted that all

applications/claims for funding must meet the terms and conditions of the Scheme, and any
application received after this date will not be processed.

Table 1: Eligible Entities

Marts selling non-thoroughbred equines

Equine sales venues or equine auction houses selling non-thoroughbred equines

Approved Passport Issuing Organisations and industry marketing organisations, who can

develop scalable API solutions for use across multiple venues as above. Where an application
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is submitted by a PIO or Marketing Organisation, a signed declaration from the venues and
marts involved committing to use the new software should accompany the application.

2. Legal Basis

The legal basis for the Scheme is established under the Ministers and Secretaries Act, 1924.

e The Scheme shall operate for a period to be determined by the Minister.

e The Scheme is 100% exchequer funded.

¢ The Scheme is subject to Commission Regulation (EU) 2022/2472 of 14 December
2022 declaring certain categories of aid in the agricultural and forestry sectors and in
rural areas compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

e The Scheme is administered by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
and operates throughout the State.

3. State Aid requirements
Incentive Effect

The following applies where the applicant is a small/medium enterprise SME. Small to
medium sized enterprises (SMEs), as defined in Annex 1 of Commission Regulation (EU)
2022/2472, must confirm and declare on the application that:

“The work described herein, would not have been undertaken if it was not for the financial
support provided under State Aid rules. Without this aid, there would be no change to current
activities”

Transparency

Ireland shall publish the following information on the State aid schemes: the full text of the
notified aid scheme and its implementing provisions, the granting authority, the names of the
individual beneficiaries, the form (in particular the aid instrument) and amount of aid granted
to each beneficiary, the date of granting, the type of undertaking (SME the region (at
Nomenclature of Units for Territorial Statistics or NUTS level 1) in which the beneficiary is
located and the principal economic sector in which the beneficiary has its activities, at NACE
group level.

This requirement only applies to individual aid awards greater than:

(i) EUR 10,000 for beneficiaries active in the primary agricultural production sector
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(ii) EUR 100,000 for beneficiaries in the sectors of the processing of agricultural
products, the marketing of agricultural products, the forestry sector or activities
falling outside the scope of Article 42 of the Treaty.

4. Terms and Conditions

1. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine will provide funding to Eligible
Entities, detailed in Table 1 above, as set out below at point 16, to offset the cost/partial
cost of securing (or enhancing where appropriate) software infrastructure to develop
APIs to perform a compliance check on sellers and equines against the Central Equine
Database prior to presenting equines for sale as well as the transfer of equine movement
data to the Central Equine Database.

2. The closing date for receipt of applications is 5pm on the 31st of July 2026.

3. The maximum level of grant aid available is 80%. The funding available for the Scheme
is limited and if the investment applied for exceeds the limit, the Minister reserves the
right to provide grant aid at lower percentage.

4. If applications for funding are received seeking aid in excess of the grant aid available,
applications will be assessed based on several factors. These will include, in order of
importance:

e Impact the works will have in improving traceability including throughput of
various equine sales venues, auction houses, and marts.

e Previous grant awards — applicants that have recently received grant aid for
equine traceability improvements may receive reduced grant aid.

The outcome of this assessment will decide on the level of grant aid awarded.

5. The Minister reserves the right to carry out inspections to ensure that the terms and
conditions of the Scheme are being complied with in full. The applicant shall provide all
assistance required by the Department in this regard.

6. Only one application may be submitted per Eligible Entity.
7. Advance payment of grant aid will not be made but if a proposed project involves several
steps grant aid can be paid at the conclusion of each stage once the Department of

Agriculture, Food and the Marine, has confirmed the step has been achieved.

8. Applications must include details of all proposed expenditure. Each application must be
accompanied by copies of all detailed and itemised quotations received from the chosen
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supplier in respect of the proposed goods and services associated with the application.

These must be provided on business headed paper and be exclusive of VAT.

Applications on behalf of multiple sales venues or marts must include signed
declarations from the venues and or marts involved that they will use the software
developed.

The Department will review the quotations submitted to determine the applications
deemed eligible for grant aid under this Scheme. Goods and services deemed eligible for
grant aid may only be paid for by the applicant following the Department’s written
confirmation of their eligibility under the Scheme. Receipts dated prior to that date will
not be considered.

Applications for approval of proposed expenditure and any subsequent claims for
funding must be submitted electronically to horseid@agriculture.gov.ie. Applicants

must complete the attached application form / claim for funding.

The funding allowable under this Scheme is a maximum of 80% of the total cost
(excluding VAT) of the authorised expenditure.

Grants will only be provided in respect of new or additional vouched expenditure
deemed eligible by the Department and incurred from the date of the Department’s
confirmation of eligibility. Funding will not be provided in respect of any unauthorised
expenses or authorised expenses incurred before the associated cost was approved by
the Department.

Funding is available only for the purpose of offsetting the cost/partial cost of securing
(or enhancing where appropriate) software infrastructure to develop APIs to perform a
compliance check on sellers and equines, against the Central Equine Database, prior to
presenting equines for sale as well as the transfer of equine movement data to the
Central Equine Database. No grant aid will be available for any other improvements
made by applicant.

Applicants must apply to the Department for approval for all proposed investment prior
to the purchase of any good or service that is the subject of an application under this
Scheme.

No aid will be granted where it is found that payment was made by the applicant prior
to receipt of written approval from the Department of the eligibility of that good or
service under the Scheme.

Only IT infrastructural development, which involves the acquisition, development or
usage fees of computer software, cloud and similar solutions, that facilitate the
development of APIs will be eligible for grant aid. If the Department deems it necessary
considering the proposed investment, it may request a declaration from the IT service
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provider confirming that the software development or other IT infrastructure
development, in respect of which grant aid has been sought, is of a sufficiently high
standard.

Where an applicant is dissatisfied with a decision made by the Department, an appeal
may be lodged by email within 2 weeks of the date of the decision to
horseid@agriculture.gov.ie, clearly setting out the grounds on which the decision is
appealed, together with all relevant information supporting the appeal.

Only Eligible Entities that have been notified by the Department that they will be
required under legislation to transfer data to the central equine database or other
Eligible Entities providing that service to them may apply for grant aid under this
Scheme.

Where grant aid has been paid to an applicant under this Scheme, the applicant in
question must continue to utilize the investment to implement an API for a minimum of
7 (seven) years from the date of payment of any grant aid. Where this condition is not
complied with, the total amount of grand aid paid under this Scheme will be recouped
by the Department.

Applicants must ensure that due diligence, including identification of any potential
conflict of interest, is undertaken prior to engaging contractors, sub-contractors,
consultants and suppliers to be engaged in the course of their development of the IT
software infrastructure. Evidence to support the undertaking of such processes may be
requested by the Department.

These are the administrative provisions for the implementation of the Scheme drawn
up in accordance with the Ministers and Secretaries Act, 1924.

Financial assistance under the Investments to Improve Equine Traceability Scheme 2026
is paid in accordance with Commission Regulation (EU) 2022/2472 of 14 December 2022
declaring certain categories of aid in the agricultural and forestry sectors and in rural
areas compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the ‘Agricultural Block Exemption
Regulation’.

Application for Payment (Claim for Funding)

22.

23.

As part of their application under this Scheme, Eligible Entities should submit claims for
funding in respect of each proposed investment. The payment claim form must be
accompanied by quotations for goods and services to be purchased.

The payment claim form must be submitted by 1 December 2026.
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All quotations must be original and be produced on headed paper. Scanned copies or
digital photographs of the original quotations should be submitted electronically with
the application/payment claim. Original quotations must be retained by the applicant
and made available to Department officials to inspect if requested. At a minimum,
quotations must include the name, address, and VAT number of the supplier/contractor
(if registered). In addition, they must include -
I.  Name and address of the applicant.
II.  The quotation number and date.
[ll.  Details of the payment sought in an itemised format, specifically referencing
serial numbers where relevant.
IV.  Actual cost of goods or service (excluding VAT) in euros.
V.  Total VAT charged.
VI.  Amount of discount applied, if any; and
VII.  In the case of quotations detailing both goods and services (supply and
installation), a breakdown between these categories must be provided.

A current valid Tax Clearance Certificate (in respect of the applicant) must be submitted
with the application for payment / claim for funding.

Applicants must have a signed contract in place with all service providers involved in the
carrying out of works associated with the development of traceability improvements
supported by this Scheme.

Works funded under this Scheme must be fully complete by the 315t of December 2026.

Where the conditions set out at 23 — 24 above are not complied with, the Minister shall
direct the grantee to repay part, or all the grant aid received under this scheme. Where
this paragraph is invoked, the Minister may withhold part or all of any future payments
that may be due to the applicant from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine until full recoupment has been made.

. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine reserves the right to refuse/ recoup

all grant aid where any terms and conditions of this Scheme are not complied with.

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine may, at any time, lay down further
conditions under this Scheme.

. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine reserves the right to alter, from time

to time, the procedures to be followed in the operation of this Scheme.

All payments will issue in full compliance with the relevant public financial rules and
procedures.
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APPLICATION FORM

GRANT-AID SCHEME TO IMPROVE EQUINE TRACEABILITY 2026

1. Applicant Details

The applicant should be the registered business name.

Name of Applicant

Details of proposed investment

Applicant Address

Premises Eircode

Correspondence Address
(if different to premises Address)

Scheme Contact Name

Contact phone number

Contact email address




2. Details of Proposed Investment

Detailed quotations must accompany this application.
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(Attach additional pages as necessary)

Itemised Goods and Services
for which grant aid is sought

Official Use
Quoted Cost (€) Quote itemised
(ex VAT) (Y/N)

Signed on behalf of Applicant:

Date:

Accounting Officer/ General Manager:

Date:
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3. Declaration

To be completed and signed by the representative of the applicant

I/We declare that
(a) All particulars provided in this application are correct;

(b) All proposed investment listed is necessary to enable the applicant to facilitate
compliance checks on sellers and equines, against the Central Equine Database, prior to
presenting equines for sale and to facilitate transfer of equine movement data to the
central equine database;

(c) The work described herein would not be undertaken if not for financial support provided
under State Aid rules. Without this aid, there would be no change to current activities.

(d) Where it has been determined by the Minister that we have breached any of the terms
and conditions of this scheme (including State aid requirements), we will repay part or all,
as determined by the Minister, of the grant received.

(e) Where repayment has been directed by the Minister, we understand that this may involve
the withholding of part or all of any future payments that may be due to us from the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine until full recoupment has been made.

(f) Relevant financial institution and account details will be provided to the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine to facilitate the payment of any amounts payable under
the Scheme by electronic fund transfer (EFT); and

(g) Ihave read and understood the terms and conditions of this Scheme.

NOTE: A false or misleading statement may lead to a liability to refund any aid already paid and
may further lead to prosecution.

Signed Position Date

Position Date

IMPORTANT: Applications will not be deemed complete and will not be considered unless all
questions are answered, all required documentation is provided and the declaration
at Section 3 is signed and dated by an accountable officer of the applying entity.

Completed Application forms, including ‘Claim for Funding’ forms, (including all supporting
documentation) should be returned by email to horseid@agriculture.gov.ie.

All emails relating to this Scheme should reference the Equine Traceability Improvement Scheme 2026
and your Business name in the subject line.

The closing date for receipt of applications is 5pm on the 31 of July 2026.
Applications received after this time/date will not be considered.

For assistance with this application contact AIM Division on
01 —-5058881 or horselD@agriculture.gov.ie

10
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Please see following page for the next steps to be followed in progressing
this application.

Next Steps

The Department will assess all applications in a timely manner and will confirm in
writing to the applicant the items of proposed expenditure that are deemed eligible
for grant aid under this Scheme.

No payment should be made for goods or services subject to this application until the
Department confirmation of their eligibility has been received in writing.

No payments will be made in respect of goods/services secured in advance of the
Department confirmation of their eligibility under this Scheme.

Payments in respect of all eligible goods and services will be made by the Department
by 31 December 2026. Grant aid at a rate of up to 80% of verified eligible expenditure
will be available to successful applicants, subject to a total maximum payment of the
funding approved for this Scheme.

Please ensure that the subject line of any email correspondence with the Department
references the Equine Traceability Improvement Scheme and your Business name.

11
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CLAIM FOR FUNDING
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GRANT-AID SCHEME TO IMPROVE EQUINE TRACEABILITY 2026

This form should only be submitted when the Equine Traceability improvements associated
with this application have been successfully tested by the Department of Agriculture, Food

and the Marine and are functioning as required.

The Department’s confirmation of eligible expenditure items must accompany this form.

Funding will only be provided in respect of payments made for eligible expenditure items.
All associated receipts must accompany this application. Failure to provide a receipt will

render the associated expenditure item invalid.

Applicant Name

Please complete the table below with details of all eligible expenditure for which funding is

being claimed.

Item for which funding is
claimed

Attach additional pages, as required

Amount paid (€)

For official
use
Eligibility
confirmed

For official
use

Receipt
provided

13
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1. Declaration

To be completed and signed by the representative of the applicant.

I/We declare that

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(8)

(h)

All particulars provided in this application are correct;

All proposed investment listed is necessary to enable the applicant to facilitate
compliance checks on sellers and equines, against the Central Equine Database, prior to
presenting equines for sale and to facilitate the transfer of equine movement data to the
central equine database;

The work described herein would not be undertaken if not for financial support provided
under State Aid rules. Without this aid, there would be no change to current activities;
The applicant has a valid tax clearance certificate, the details of which accompany this
form;

Relevant financial institution and account details will be provided to the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine to facilitate the payment of any amounts payable under
the Scheme by electronic fund transfer (EFT); and

Where it has been determined by the Minister that we have breached any of the terms
and conditions of this scheme (including any State aid requirements), we will repay part
or all, as determined by the Minister, of the grant received.

Where repayment has been directed by the Minister, we understand that this may involve
the withholding of part or all of any future payments that may be due to us from the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine until full recoupment has been made.

| have read and understood the terms and conditions of this Scheme.

NOTE: A false or misleading statement made in support of the application for grant aid under this

Scheme may lead to a liability to refund any aid already paid and may further lead to prosecution.

Signed

Position Date

Position Date

IMPORTANT:  Applications will not be deemed complete and will not be considered unless all

questions are answered, all required documentation is provided and the declaration
at paragraph 1. is signed and dated by an accountable officer of the applying entity.

Completed ‘Claim for Funding’ forms (including all supporting documentation) should be returned by
email to horselD@agriculture.gov.ie.

The Equine Traceability Improvement Scheme 2026 and your business name should be included in the
subject line of all emails.

For assistance with this application contact AIM Division on
01 —5058881 or horselD@agriculture.gov.ie

14
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ANNEX 1

CLAIM FOR FUNDING CHECKLIST

APPLICATION FOR EQUINE TRACEABILITY IMPROVEMENT SCHEME 2026

CHECKLIST

Y/N

Completed form

List of Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, confirmation of
eligible expenditure

Original/ scanned copies quotations for each individual proposed good
and service

Copy of Valid Tax Clearance Certificate

Software provider confirmation of installation to required standards

Signed Declaration included

Note: Following payment of grant aid under this Scheme, original receipts must be
retained by the applicant for a period of at least seven years and must be made
available to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, for audit purposes,

on request.
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