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31 March 2021

Re: Public consultation on draft legislation to update the Mental Health Act 2001

We refer to the above Public Consultation on draft legislation to update the Mental Health Acts 2001-2018
(the 2001 Act), which is due to close today.

The MHC wishes to confirm for the purposes of the public consultation process that it has made the
following submissions to the Department of Health in relation to the Heads of Bill to amend the 2001 Act

1. MHC Submission to the DOH — Executive Summary and Heads of Bill - February 2020

MHC Submission to the DOH — New Section relating to Children — May 2020

3. Together with a series of follow on emails / documents / memos in relation to various
aspects of the Heads of Bill - June to December 2020

N

The above should be taken into consideration as part of the public consultation process.

The MHC acknowledges the unique opportunity it has been provided to input into the Heads of Bill to
amend the 2001 Act. It is an opportunity, which the MHC has taken very seriously, given the importance of
its functions under the 2001 Act, its Strategic Plan for 2019-2022 and the changing face of mental health in
Ireland today.

Finally, we await with interest the outcome of the public consultation process.

Yours sincerely,

Orla Keane
General Counsel for the MHC (DSS)





