
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

        

 

                          Circular Letter 0033/2011   

 

 

To: The Boards of Management and Principals of Post-Primary Schools and the Chief 
Executive Officers of Vocational Education Committees. 

 

 

Extension to Vaccination Programme against the Human Papillomavirus (HPV)  

in Post-Primary and Special Schools for the 2011/2012 School Year 

 

The Department of Education and Skills has been advised by the Health Service Executive (HSE) 

that it is extending the national HPV vaccination programme from September 2011.   

 

The HSE has asked this Department to bring the attached letters to the attention of all:  

 post-primary schools – Click Here 

 special schools – Click Here 

 

The HSE has a dedicated website (www.hpv.ie) that provides schools and parents with further 

information about the vaccine. In time the HSE will update this website in relation to the 

vaccination programme for the 2011/2012 school year. In the meantime a member of the HSE may 

contact school management to make the appropriate arrangements for the vaccination programme 

from September 2011.  

 

The Department’s website (www.education.ie), under Public Health Alerts will provide a link to 

this HSE website and any other supplementary information for schools, as it becomes available 

from the HSE. 

 

The Minister strongly encourages post-primary schools’ and special schools’ to co-operate with 

the HSE on this important public health issue, which protects girls from getting cervical cancer 

when they are adults. 

 

 
BRIAN BROGAN 

PRINCIPAL OFFICER 

 

May 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hpv.ie/
http://www.education.ie/


Post Primary Schools Letter 
National Immunisation Office 

Units 8/9 Manor Street Business Park 
Manor Street 

Dublin 7 
www.hpv.ie 

 
 
 

May 2011 
 

 
Extension to HPV (Human Papillomavirus) Vaccination Programme 2011/2012 

 

 
 

Dear Principal, 
 
The Health Service Executive (HSE) is extending the national HPV vaccination programme 
from September 2011, which will reduce the risk of cervical cancer in girls in Ireland. 

 

In keeping with best practice from other countries and to ensure high vaccine uptake the HSE 
will continue to target all girls in 1st year of second level schools in a school based programme. 

In addition there will also be a catch up programme for all girls who will be in 6th  year in 
September 2011. This will be repeated for the following two years in September 2012 and 
2013 and will result in all unvaccinated girls in the senior cycle of second level schools being 
offered HPV vaccine. 

 

All girls require three doses of vaccine with a two month interval between the 1st and 2nd dose 
and a four month interval between the 2nd and 3rd doses. Information packs are currently being 
prepared which will be distributed to schools in early September. 

 
The HSE vaccination teams will contact you to make arrangements to provide the vaccinations 
three times on agreed dates in September, November and March.  It is important for girls to 
receive all three doses for the vaccine to be fully effective. 

 
I would like to thank you for your cooperation in the delivery of the successful HPV vaccination 
programme this year. The HSE vaccination teams will continue to work with you to ensure 
future vaccination sessions take place as efficiently as possible. 

 
Should you or any parents require further information please visit  www.hpv.ie or contact your 
local immunisation office (phone numbers overleaf) 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Dr Kevin Kelleher 
Assistant National Director Population Health – Health Protection 
Medical Registration Number 19719 

http://www.hpv.ie/
http://www.hpv.ie/


 

Contact phone numbers for HSE Immunisation Offices 
 

 
 

South  Dublin North East  
Carlow/Kilkenny 
SouthTipperary 
Waterford 
Wexford 

056/7784628 
056/6177221 
051/842906 
053 9123522 

Nth Dublin City & Nth Dublin 
County 
Dublin North Central 
Dublin North West 

01/8164259 
 

01/8467289 
01/8825157 

North Cork 
West Cork 
North & South Lee 
Kerry 

022/30200 
028/40419 
021 4923800 
066 7184570 

Cavan 
Monaghan 
Louth (Dundalk) 
Louth (Drogheda) 
Meath 

049/4373149 
047/30484 
042/9332287 
041/9875700 
046/9021595 

Dublin Mid Leinster  West  
Dublin South 01 2365248 Sligo/Leitrim 071 91 55122 

Dublin South East 01 2680419 Donegal 074 91 23752 

Dublin South City 01 4158610 Galway/Mayo/Roscommon 094 90 42212 

Dublin South West 01 4154737 Clare/NorthTipperary/Limerick 061 483712 

Dublin West 01 6206343   
Kildare/West Wicklow 045 981830   
Wicklow 0404 68400   
Laois/ Offaly 057 9359559   
Longford /Westmeath 044 9395009   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that for vaccination sessions to take place the HSE teams will require 
 
  Use of a large room such as a hall/indoor sports court. In choosing this area it would 

be very useful if there was a separate entrance and exit. 
  Hand-washing facilities 
  Tables and chairs for vaccinating teams (depending on size of school and 

vaccinating team) 
  Chairs or mats for one class of female students at any one time 
  A liaison member of staff or a designated student to call students from class at the 

appropriate time for vaccination and return them to class in an orderly way after 
vaccination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Special Schools Letter 
 

National Immunisation Office 
Units 8/9 Manor Street Business Park 

Manor Street 
Dublin 7 

www.hpv.ie 
 
 
 

May 2011 
 

Extension to HPV (Human Papillomavirus) Vaccination Programme 2011/2012 
 
 
Dear Principal, 

 
The Health Service Executive (HSE) is extending the national HPV vaccination programme 
from September 2011, which will reduce the risk of cervical cancer in girls in Ireland. 

 

In keeping with best practice from other countries and to ensure high vaccine uptake the HSE 
will continue to target all girls in 1st year of second level schools in a school based programme. 

In addition there will also be a catch up programme for all girls who will be in 6th  year in 
September 2011. This will be repeated for the following two years in September 2012 and 
2013 and will result in all unvaccinated girls in the senior cycle of second level schools being 
offered HPV vaccine. 

 

For special schools, vaccination will be offered in September 2011 to 
  all girls who reach 12 years of age between 1st September 2011 and 31st August 2012 
  all girls who 

o are 18 years and older on 1st September 2011 
o reach 18 years of age between 1st September 2011 and 31st August 2012 

 
All girls require three doses of vaccine with a two month interval between the 1st and 2nd dose 
and a four month interval between the 2nd and 3rd doses. Information packs are currently being 
prepared which will be distributed to schools in early September. 

 
The HSE vaccination teams will contact you to make arrangements to provide the vaccinations 
three times on agreed dates in September, November and March.  It is important for girls to 
receive all three doses for the vaccine to be fully effective. 

 
I would like to thank you for your cooperation in the delivery of the successful HPV vaccination 
programme this year. The HSE vaccination teams will continue to work with you to ensure 
future vaccination sessions take place as efficiently as possible. 

 
Should you or any parents require further information please visit  www.hpv.ie or contact your 
local immunisation office (phone numbers overleaf) 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

 
Dr Kevin Kelleher 
Assistant National Director Population Health – Health Protection 
Medical Registration Number 19719 

http://www.hpv.ie/
http://www.hpv.ie/


Contact phone numbers for HSE Immunisation Offices 
 

 
 

South  Dublin North East  
Carlow/Kilkenny 
SouthTipperary 
Waterford 
Wexford 

056/7784628 
052/6177221 
051/842906 
053 9123522 

Nth Dublin City & Nth Dublin 
County 
Dublin North Central 
Dublin North West 

01/8164259 
 

01/8467289 
01/8825157 

North Cork 
West Cork 
North & South Lee 
Kerry 

022/30200 
028/40419 
021 4923800 
066 7184570 

Cavan 
Monaghan 
Louth (Dundalk) 
Louth (Drogheda) 
Meath 

049/4373149 
047/30484 
042/9332287 
041/9875700 
046/9021595 

Dublin Mid Leinster  West  
Dublin South 01 2365248 Sligo/Leitrim 071 91 55122 

Dublin South East 01 2680419 Donegal 074 91 23752 

Dublin South City 01 4158610 Galway/Mayo/Roscommon 094 90 42212 

Dublin South West 01 4154737 Clare/NorthTipperary/Limerick 061 483712 

Dublin West 01 6206343   
Kildare/West Wicklow 045 981830   
Wicklow 0404 68400   
Laois/ Offaly 057 9359559   
Longford /Westmeath 044 9395009   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that for vaccination sessions to take place the HSE teams will require 
 
  Use of a large room such as a hall/indoor sports court. In choosing this 

area it would be very useful if there was a separate entrance and exit. 
  Hand-washing facilities 
  Tables and chairs for vaccinating teams (depending on size of school 

and vaccinating team) 
  Chairs or mats for students 
  A liaison member of staff to call students from class at the appropriate time 

for vaccination and return them to class in an orderly way after vaccination 
 


