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Subject: Public consultation on draft legislation to update the Mental Health Act, 2001 submission  
 
A chara, 
 
See below my submission to Public consultation on draft legislation to update the Mental Health Act, 
2001 
 

• Ensure parity of esteem between metal health and physical health in all areas. 

• Ensure that people have access to 24/7 emergency mental health treatment. 

• Create an  I.T. care plan system to ensure continuity of treatment 

• Ensure that appropriate referrals are made to community based services and that 
ownership is taken of the care plan. 

• Create a multi-disciplinary de-escalation team to provide triage within the community  

• Expand the full extent of the regulatory function to all community residences and amend 
how some of the current functions are carried out to ensure greater focus on poor or non-
performing services. 

• Create new part dealing solely with restrictive practices and the regulation of same. 

• Reform the requirements relating to consent and medication and align the requirements 
relating to capacity with other legislation, notably the 2015 Act. 

• Extend the remit of the mental health tribunals. 

• Create a “No Wrong Door” dual diagnosis  policy with collaboration between mental 
health and addiction services. 

• Develop an all island approach to mental health provision 

• Recognise the rights of women to avail of a prenatal inpatient service  

• Add acute and chronic to the definition of mental illness 

• Recognise eating disorders under the Mental Health Act 2001  

• Amend the Mental Health 2001 to provide the right of minors over the age of 16 to 
consent to mental health treatment.  

• To define social deviant and addicted  to drugs or intoxicants for involuntary admissions 
to an approved centre 

• To make it an offense to refuse someone credit on the basis of a history of a 
mental health condition 

Ends  
 
 
Is mise le meas  
 
Deputy Mark Ward 
 
Dublin Mid West  
Sinn Féin 
 
__________ 
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