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You don't often get email from earn why this is important

Re: Opposition of Second draft for wild salmon and sea trout regulations (amendment)
Dear Minister,

Thank you for meeting with us stakeholders in Dingle on Friday 27/2. | hope that the concerns
expressed by angling clubs, organisations, ghillies, and local businesses like mine will be given full
and fair consideration before any final decisions are made.

As you now know we are a family-owned fishing tackle shop based in Killarney, operating since 1947
and licensed to sell state salmon licences. For nearly 80 years, our livelihood — and that of many
others in the area — has depended on the responsible management and sustainability of our salmon
stocks.

Everyone at that meeting shares the same goal: not merely the survival of wild salmon, but their
recovery and long-term thriving. The era of fishing for the table is long gone with anglers. Today’s
angling community is overwhelmingly conservation-minded and understands the importance of
protecting this resource for future generations.

Salmon fishing has been a cornerstone of life in Killarney and throughout Ireland for centuries. It
attracts thousands of overseas visitors who support local hotels, guesthouses, restaurants, pubs,
ghillies, and retail businesses. Recent studies indicate that a visiting salmon angler can spend
several hundred euro per day in the local economy.

Any regulation that significantly reduces the attractiveness of early-season fishing will have a direct
and damaging impact on tourism-dependent communities such as ours.

The proposal to introduce mandatory catch-and-release from the start of the season until the end of
May will alienate many anglers — particularly elderly anglers, disabled anglers, and younger
participants.



For many, the opportunity to fish with a realistic chance of retaining a legally caught spring fish is
what motivates them to purchase a licence and participate.

Allowing anglers the opportunity to retain at least one or two spring fish is vital, both for local anglers
and for tourists who traditionally visit before 1 June.

A more balanced and proportionate approach would be:
« To permit the retention of one to two spring fish per angler from 17th of January to 31 of May
e From 1 June onward, to allow a reduced total of four tagged fish for the remainder of the
season.
This would already represent a reduction from the previously amended recommendation of seven in
the second draft. Such a compromise would demonstrate goodwill from the angling community while
maintaining a viable and attractive fishery.

Changing the regulations mid-season will create confusion and frustration among anglers who have
already purchased licences and received three tags based on the 2025 regulations. We have already
sold a substantial number of licences this year and issued three tags to anglers under the clear
understanding that they may retain three spring fish.

Altering the rules after licences and tags have been issued risks undermining confidence in the
system and places distributors such as ourselves in a very difficult position.

As was stated at the meeting, IFl has itself acknowledged that “the angler is not the problem.”

Under the current draft proposal for the Laune system, 2,623 salmon are to be taken by netsmen on
the rivers and estuary, while anglers across the entire catchment would be limited to just 390 fish.
This appears grossly disproportionate. | would urge you to seek clarification from IFl on this matter
and why is it so disproportionate. Meaningful consultation and dialogue must now commence with
netsmen regarding the future of our salmon and sea trout stocks. If netting at this scale continues on
rivers and estuaries, it becomes very difficult to reconcile this with genuine salmon conservation.
Dialogue and appropriate remuneration should be explored as part of any long-term solution.

As stated at the meeting, predation, pollution, climate change and the salmon farms are key drivers
of the reduction in Atlantic salmon in our waters. Along with the draft nets.

| urge you to reconsider the proposed blanket early-season catch-and-release measure as a matter
of priority and to pursue a more balanced approach that supports both conservation and livelihoods
and the angling community(who are not the problem)!

At least one or two spring fish is an absolute priority up until 31st of May.

We open all year round as the season starts on January 17th. If it is catch and release for the spring
next year it will be the first time my doors will be closed in January.

It will do detrimental damage to angling tourism from other European countries who traditionally
travel to fish in March/April and May in our region.

It will basically say (We are closed for business to the international salmon anglers)!

| urge you minister not to treat the anglers like the “low hanging fruit in this case”!

We are not the problem and the above proposals are balanced while highlighting the importance of
conservation from us, protecting livelihoods, and keeping the social and economical benefits in tact.
Yours sincerely,

Sent from my iPhone
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