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Introduction 
Forest establishment under Agroforestry Forest Types 8, 13, and 14 
integrates trees with existing farming, combining forestry with grazing, silage 
or crop production on the same land. Agroforestry enables farmers to grow 
quality timber while maintaining the land in agriculture, making it a practical 
option for introducing trees without taking land out of production. 

Scheme Outline 
Agroforestry schemes include: 

• Silvopastoral (FT8): trees and grass, where livestock graze under a 
canopy of broadleaf trees. 

• Silvoarable (FT13): trees and cereals or vegetables, allows wider alley 
widths for machinery. 

• Forest Gardening (FT14): small scale food forest (up to 1ha) combining 
trees, vegetables, and a higher proportion of fruit and nut trees. 

A minimum stocking rate of 400 trees per hectare, with a minimum plot of 0.5 
ha and a minimum tree-to-tree width of 20 metres, applies for silvopastoral 
and silvoarable systems. Tree layouts are designed to allow machinery access 
and continued grass or crop production, with thinning over time reducing 
stocking density to approximately 100-150 trees per hectare to maintain light 
levels. 

A range of species can be used, including oak, sycamore, Scots pine, 
cherry, Italian alder, red alder, walnut and red oak, with additional species 
considered on a site-by-site basis. 

Benefits of agroforestry include: 
• Enhances animal welfare; 
• Diversifies farm income; 
• Improves land drainage and soil quality; 
• Reduces nutrient and sediment runoff of nearby water courses; 
• Improves farm biodiversity and habitats; 
• Enhances the wider landscape; 
• Provides a source of renewable energy, reducing the consumption 

of fossil fuels; 
• Potential to produce high quality, high value timber. 

Agroforestry 



Fruit and nut trees can be included, up to 15% in silvopastoral and 
silvoarable systems and up to 40% in Forest Gardens. 

Trees must be protected against browsing animals with tree shelters, 
fencing or both. If the agroforestry plot is part of a larger forest, a 
fence must be included to prevent animals trespassing into 
neighbouring plots of trees. Farmers must ensure that appropriate 
machinery is used when silage and hay are being produced. 

Grant and Premium Rates 
Premiums will be paid under FT8, FT13, and FT14 for 10 years. Once land is 
converted to agroforestry, it will be classified as forest land and the 
provisions of forest legislation will apply. Parcels of land afforested under 
agroforestry will also be entitled to claim BISS and enter the Organic Farming 
Scheme subject to the terms and conditions of these schemes. 

Agroforestry Forest Type Grant 
€/ha 

Annual Premium 
€/ha 

Duration of 
Premiums 

FT8 – Silvopastoral €8,555 €1,170 10 years 

FT13 – Silvoarable €6,000 €829 10 years 

FT14 – Forest Gardening €6,000 €829 10 years 

The department will cover the cost of Stock, Stock/Sheep and 
Stock/Rabbit fencing, subject to maximum costs as laid out in the 
Afforestation Scheme document. 

Example 
Plant 10 hectares of Agroforestry FT8 – Silvopastoral and receive an 
establishment grant of €85,550 and an annual premium of €11,700. The 
total premium payment after ten years will be €117,000. 

To find out how much you could be paid for Agroforestry Forest Types 
under the Afforestation Scheme 2023-2027, check out the Forestry and 
Fencing Payments Calculator at: gov.ie/forestry 

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/campaigns/forestry-in-ireland/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/campaigns/forestry-in-ireland/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/campaigns/forestry-in-ireland/


Application procedure 
To plant Agroforestry Forest Types 8, 13 or 14 under the Afforestation 
Scheme, talk to your farm advisor, Teagasc Forestry Advisor or registered 
forester. They can advise if your land is suitable for forestry. 

Applications for afforestation approval must be made through a registered 
forester to the Approvals Section of the Department’s Forest Division in 
Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford. 

Please note that work may only commence following written financial 
approval. 

Where to go for further information 
This leaflet provides an outline of Agroforestry Forest Types 8, 13 and 14 and 
must be read in conjunction with the scheme documents. Further Information 
is available from the: 

Forestry Approvals Section 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford Y35 PN52 

Telephone: 053 916 3400 or 053 916 3425 
Email: Approvals.ForestService@agriculture.gov.ie 

For terms and conditions of Agroforestry Forest Types 8, 13, and 14, see link 
to the Afforestation Scheme: gov.ie/AfforestationScheme 
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