Response to MHA consultation from Consultant body of Kildare West Wicklow Mental Health
Service.

Changes to the criteria for detention

We consider that the proposed new criteria for detention under the MHA, essentially just immediate
risk to self or others, fails to appreciate the unique situation of patients with psychosis where lack of
insight is an integral part of the illness. This change in criteria would cause serious harm to a
vulnerable group who would no longer be able to access services and treatments that have a major
beneficial effect on their quality of life, and would likely end up further marginalised on the edges of
society, being managed through the criminal justice system, homeless services, and An Garda
Siochdna.



