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T4 an tuairisc seo scriofa i nGaeilge. T4 aistriichan Béarla den tuairisc ar fail ag deireadh na
tuairisce.

This report is written in Irish. An English translation of the report is provided at the end of the
report

Cad is meastoireacht curaclaim ann?

| meastoireachtai curaclaim déantar tuairiscit ar chailiocht an teagaisc agus na foghlama in
abhair faoi leith i gCuraclam na Bunscoile (1999) agus i gCuraclam Teanga na Bunscoile
(2019). Dearbhaitear dea-chleachtas agus déantar moltai iontu nuair is cui, d’fhonn cuidiu
forbairt bhreise a dhéanamh ar an abhar sa scoil.

Conas an tuairisc seo a léamh
Le linn na cigireachta seo, rinne an cigire meastoéireacht ar an bhfoghlaim agus ar an teagasc
sa Ghaeilge faoi na ceannteidil seo a leanas:

1. Céiliocht thorthai foghlama na ndaltai
2. Ag tacu le foghlaim na ndaltai tri eispéiris foghlama agus tri chleachtas na muinteoiri
3. Eifeachtacht phleanail scoile, lena n-airitear FMS, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltai chun cinn

Déanann na cigiri cur sios ar an gcéiliocht a bhaineann le gach ceann de na réimsi sin agus iad
ag baint Uséaid as contanam céiliochta na Cigireachta a thaispeantar ar leathanach deiridh na
tuairisce seo. Solathraitear sa chontanam cailiochta samplai den teanga a Usaideann cigiri
agus iad ag déanamh meastéireacht agus ag cur sios ar chailiocht sholathar na scoile i ngach
réimse.

San aireamh sa tuairisc ar an meastoéireacht curaclaim seo, ta leathanach ata sothuigthe do
dhaltai lena dtugtar eolas do na paisti/daoine éga i do scoil faoin gcigireacht a tharla le déanai.
Deantar achoimre ann ar chuid de na priomhthorthai agus na priomh-mholtai déibh.

Tugadh deis do bhord bainistiochta na scoile a thuairim a Iéirid ar thorthai agus ar mholtai na
tuairisce i scribhinn; ni bhfuarthas freagra én mbord

Gniomhaiochtai na scoile chun leanai a chumhdach agus
chun bulaiocht a chosc agus dul i ngleic léi

Le linn chuairt na cigireachta, rinneadh na seicealacha seo a leanas maidir le nésanna
imeachta um chosaint leanai agus gnasanna frithbhulaiochta:

Cosaint Leanai Frithbhulaiocht

1. T& ainm an duine idirchaidrimh ainmnithe | 1. Ta polasai frithbhulaiochta forbartha ag
(DIA) agus an Raiteas um Chumhdach an scoil, a shasaionn na Gnasanna
Leanali ar taispeaint go feicedlach gar do Frithbhulaiochta Bunscoile agus
phriomhdhoras na scoile. larbhunscoile (2013) né Bi Cineélta

2. Taan Raiteas um Chumhdach Leanai (2024) agus athbhreithnitear an polasai
faofa ag an mbord agus ta athbhreithniu seo go bliantdil.

bliantuil agus measunu riosca mar chuid | 5 T4 polasai reatha frithbhulaiochta na
den raiteas. o scoile foilsithe ar a laithrean gréasain
3. Thuairiscigh gach muinteoir ar tugadh agus/né ta fail go héasca air do bhaill

cuairt orthu go bhfujl an Raiteas um an bhoird bainistiochta, do mhuinteoiri,
Chumhdach Leanai leite acu agus go do thuismitheoiri agus do dhaltai
dtuigeann said a bhfreagrachtai mar 9 )

dhaoine ata faoi shainordd.

Chombhlion an scoil na riachtanais maidir le gach ceann de na seiceélacha thuas.






MeastOireacht Curaclaim

Data na cigireachta 06/02/2025
Na gniomhaiochtai cigireachta ar tugadh e Breathnoireacht ar theagasc agus ar
fathu fhoghlaim
o i _ _ e Scrudl ar obair na ndaltai
e Plé leis an bpriomhoide agus leis na e Caidreamh le daltai
muinteoiri e Aiseolas don phriomhoide agus do na
e Athbhreithnil ar chaipéisi abhartha muinteoiri

e Agallamh le gripa fécais daltai

Comhthéacs na scoile

Is bunscoil Ian-Bhéarla chomhoideachais i Scoil Naisiinta Pope John Paul Il ata suite i
Mullach ide, Co. Bhaile Atha Cliath le daltai 6 rang a dé go dti rang a sé ar rollachan na
scoile. Feidhmionn an scoil faoi phatrinacht Ardeaspag Caitliceach Bhaile Atha Cliath. Bhi
priomhoide riarachain, leas-phriomhoide riarachain, seisear muinteoir ranga is fiche, ochtar
muinteoiri oideachais speisialta ar an bhfoireann. Bhi 677 dalta claraithe sa scoil ag am na
meastoireachta. Bhreathnaigh na cigiri ar theagasc agus ar fhoghlaim i sampla de
shuiomhanna le linn na meastdireachta.

Achoimre ar na priomhchinnti agus moltai

Cinnti

Moltai

Bhi cailiocht fhoghlaim na ndaltai go maith ar an iomlan le lion beag ag léibhéal an-
mhaith. | gclpla céas, theastaigh feabhas chun caighdean maith a bhaint amach.

Bhi céiliocht eispéiris na bhfoghlaimeoiri go maith; bhain gach muinteoir Usaid chui as
modheolaiochtai gniomhacha teagaisc agus an cur chuige cumarsaideach.

Bhi cailiocht na pleanala scoile agus na féinmheastéireachta scoile go maith agus
cuireadh béim ar leith ar atmaisféar Gaelach a chothu ar fud na scoile.

Is ga do na muinteoiri cumas na ndaltai a fhorbairt chun abairti a struchtdrd agus a chur
in ord go neamhspleéach agus iad a chleachtadh i gcomhthéacsanna éagsula.

Cé gur bhain na muinteoiri tséid chui as modheolaiochtai gniomhacha teagaisc agus
an cur chuige cumarsaideach, b’fhiu i lion beag seomrai ranga nios mé béime a chur ar
an spriocfhocloir a mhuineadh agus a dhaingnid, agus deiseanna a sholathar doéibh na
habairti a chleachtadh tri ghniomhaiochtai cumarsaideacha.

B’fhia don fhoireann bhainistiochta scoile nios mo béime a leagan ar mhonatéireacht na
foghlama chun an dul chun cinn sa Ghaeilge 6 rang go rang a mheas.




Mionchinnti agus moltai

1. Cailiocht thorthai foghlama na ndaltai

Bhi cailiocht foghlama na ndaltai go maith ar an iomlan. Bhi cuspéiri agus téamai cui ag gabhail
le gach ceacht a breathnaiodh. Bhi na daltai spreagtha go maith chun foghlama. Bhi focldir
réasunta leathan ar eolas ag na daltai agus bhi dul chun cinn le feiceail san fhocloir a bhi
foghlamtha acu 6 rang go rang. Ag an am céanna, ba gha do na muinteoiri stér foclér na ndaltai
a leathnu ionas gur féidir leo é a Usaid i gcomhthéacsanna éagsula agus ina saol laethuil féin.

| dtromlach na ranganna, bhi na daltai in ann abairti iomlana a struchtlrd go cruinn agus as a
stuaim féin. Ba léir, &fach, go raibh cumas teanga na ndaltai teoranta don abhar ar leith a bhi &
phlé, i gcadsanna airithe, agus go raibh tacaiocht ag teastail 6 na muinteoiri chun na daltai a
chumasu an teanga a Usaid i gcomhthéacsanna éagsula.

Chun scileanna labhartha na ndaltai a chothd, moltar dul siar a dhéanamh ag tds agus le linn
gach ceacht chun a thaispedint do na daltai conas gur féidir stér focal agus struchtuir na n-abairti
ata ar eolas ag na daltai cheana féin a Usdaid go solubtha i gcomhthéacsanna eagsula. Chun
cabhru leis an bpréiseas seo, moltar nios mé béime a chur ar rannta, danta agus scéalaiocht
chun focléir agus abairti iomlana a dhaingniu. B’fhiu freisin do na muinteoiri dul siar go rialta ar
na danta a foghlaimiodh 6 bhliain go bliain chun an focloir agus na habairti a dhaingniu.

Sa ghrapa focais, labhair na daltai go dearfach faoi fhoghlaim na Gaeilge. Duirt siad gur
chabhraigh na muinteoiri leo an Ghaeilge a fhoghlaim trid na cluichi spéisitla a dhearaigh siad.
Bhi na daltai in ann naisc a dhéanambh idir struchtir na Gaeilge agus an Béarla agus bhi suim
acu labhairt faoi naisc le teangacha baile eile na ndaltai. Ba Iéir go raibh eolas maith ag na daltai
ar an ngramadach, agus spéis mhaith acu ann. Choinnigh na daltai n6ta gramadai 6 rang go rang
agus bhi sé seo cabhrach da gcuid foghlama.

Bhi na daltai in ann téacsanna a léamh agus ceisteanna direacha a fhreagairt. Ni raibh sé chomh
héasca doéibh, afach, achoimre a dhéanamh ar céard a bhi léite acu. B’fhiu béim bhreise a chur
ar an scil sin a fhorbairt. Bhi scileanna scribhneoireachta na ndaltai ceangailte le gniomhaiochtai
€agsula. Moltar do na muinteoiri na heispéiris scribhneoireachta a leathnt do na daltai chun a
scileanna saorscribhneoireachta a fhorbairt thar na seanrai éagsula.

2. Tacu le foghlaim na ndaltai: Eispéiris na
bhfoghlaimeoiri agus cleachtas na muinteoiri

Bhi cdiliocht eispéiris na bhfoghlaimeoiri agus cleachtais na muinteoiri go maith. Bhi struchtar cui
ag baint le gach ceacht a breathnaiodh agus luas brea ag gabhail leis na ceachtanna. Bhi na
ceachtanna muinte tri Ghaeilge. Bhain gach muinteoir Usaid chui as acmhainni amhairc chun
suim na ndaltai a chothd. | roinnt ranganna, bhi na hacmhainni féindeartha ag an muinteoir i
gcomhar leis na daltai. Bhi an cleachtas seo go maith mar bhain na hacmhainni a bhi in Usaid go
direach leis an abhar curaclaim a bhi foghlamtha ag na daltai agus bhi siad ann mar scafall do
na daltai chun abairti a chur le chéile. Bhi sé soiléir freisin gur bhain na daltai Gsaid rialta as na
hacmhainni amhairc sin. Moltar an dea-chleachtas seo a scaipeadh ar bhonn scoile uile. Moltar
do na muinteoiri freisin ballai focléra a chruth(l i gcomhar leis na daltai ag baint Usaid as focloir a
bhaineann le saol agus suimeanna na ndaltai.

Bhain gach muinteoir said chui as modheolaiochtai gniomhacha foghlama agus an cur chuige
cumarsaideach. Cé gur bhain na muinteoiri isaid as na modheolaiochtai gniomhacha foghlama
seo, b’thiu i lion beag ranganna nios mo béime a chur ar an teanga a mhuineadh agus a dhaingniu
tri athra agus aithris roimh na gniomhaiochtai cumarsaideacha. Chun tabhairt faoi dhul chun cinn
na foghlama 6 rang go rang, moltar do na muinteoiri tagairti a dhéanamh don &bhar curaclaim a
bhi muinte sa bhlian roimhe sin agus ar an abhar curaclaim até leagtha amach sa phlean scoile
don bhliain reatha. T4 ga a thaispeaint do na daltai conas is féidir leo a réamhfhoghlaim agus an
fhoghlaim nua a chur le chéile. Bheadh an préiseas seo cabhrach do na muinteoiri chun measunu
brioch a chur chun cinn agus scileanna féin-mheastoireachta na ndaltai a chotht. O thaobh na



féinmheastoireachta de, moltar nios mé béime a chur ar chéipleabhair na ndaltai chun tacu leo a
gcuid foghlama a fheicedil ag forbairt agus an chomhairle a fuair siad éna muinteoiri a chur i
bhfeidhm.

| lion beag seomrai ranga, ba léir gur baineadh Usaid mhaith as an nGaeilge mar theanga
bhainistiochta an ranga agus bhi forbairt in Usaid na teanga i measc na ndaltai le feicedil 6 rang
go rang. Moltar an dea-chleachtas seo a leathnu ar bhonn scoile uile chun suiomh Gaelach a
chothu do na daltai ionas gur féidir leo an Ghaeilge a chloistedil mar theanga bheo go laethil.

3. Eifeachtacht phleanail scoile, féinmheastdireacht scoile
san aireamh, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltai chun cinn

Bhi céiliocht na pleanala scoile agus na féinmheastoéireachta scoile go maith agus cuireadh
béim ar leith ar atmaisféar Gaelach a chothu ar fud na scoile. B’'fhia don fhoireann
bhainistiochta scoile nios mo béime a leagan ar mhonatdireacht na foghlama chun an dul chun
cinn sa Ghaeilge 6 rang go rang a mheas.



Le haghaidh dhaltai Scoil Naisianta
John Paul Il faoina gcuid foghlama
sa Ghaeilge

Déata na cigireachta: 07/03/2025

An Roinn Oideachais
Department of Education

Réamhra

Rinneadh cigireacht ar Gaeilge i do scoil le déanai. Ar
an leathanach seo, deéntar cur sios ar an méid a fuair
na cigiri amach agus tugtar smaointe ann faoi na
rudai a d’tfhéadfadh an scoil a dhéanamh chun an
fhoghlaim a fheabhsu sa Ghaeilge.

Cad arinne na cigiri i rith na cuairte?

Thug na cigiri cuairt ar sheomrai ranga agus labhair
siad leis na muinteoiri agus na daltai faoin obair a bhi
ar siul acu. Chas an cigire le grupa fécais daltai freisin
chun labhairt leo faoina gcuid foghlama.

Cad a fuair na cigiri amach?
Chonaic an cigire/na cigiri go leor rudai i do scoil le linn na
cigireachta. Seo roinnt de na priomhrudai:

e Bhi cdiliocht fhoghlaim na ndaltai go maith ar an iomlan le
roinnt samplai den fhoghlaim an-mhaith agus bhi cabhair
bhreise ag teastail 6 roinnt daltai.

Bhi céiliocht na dtaithi foghlama go maith; bhain gach
muinteoir Usaid chui as modhannna teagaisc gniomhacha
chun scileanna cumarsaide na ndaltai a fhorbairt sa
Ghaeilge.

Bhi cleachtas maith le feicedil sna céipleabhair agus sna
leabhair nétai gramadai a bhi in GUsaid ag na daltai 6 rang go
rang, a bhi cabhrach chun na rialacha gramadai a thuiscint.
Bhi na daltai in ann naisc a dhéanamh idir an Ghaeilge agus
an Béarla agus bhi suim acu labhairt faoi theangacha baile
eile na ndaltai.

Cad a duirt na cigiri a bhile déanamh ag an scoil
chun an fhoghlaim a fheabhsu?
e Is ga do na muinteoiri cumas na ndaltai a fhorbairt chun
abairti a struchtdrd agus a chur in ord go neamhspleach
agus iad a chleachtadh i gcomhthéacsanna difridla.

Is ga do na muinteoiri béim a chur ar theanga a mhuineadh
roimh iarraidh ar na daltai i a chleachtadh.

Go raibh maith agat as an am a ghlacadh chun an leathanach seo a
[éamh. Gabhtar buiochas speisialta leis na daltai a ghlac péirt sa
ghrupa fécais.




Contanam cailiochta na cigireachta
Déanann cigiri cur sios ar chailiocht an
tsolathair sa scoil agus feidhm a baint acu as
contanam cailiochta na cigireachta a
thaispeantar thios. Tugann an contanam
cailiochta samplai den teanga a Usaideann
cigiri nuair a bhionn siad ag déanamh

An Roinn Oideachais
Department of Education

Leibheal

meastoireachta agus ag cur sios ar chailiocht
sholathar na scoile do gach réimse.

Cur sios

Samplai de na téarmai tuairiscitla

Ar fheabhas | Is é atd i gceist le solathar ata ar Ar fheabhas; eiseamlaireach;
fheabhas né solathar ata sarmhaith; ar sarchaighdean;
eiseamlaireach chun freastal a laidreachtai an-suntasach ag baint leis
dhéanamh ar riachtanais na
bhfoghlaimeoiri. Is eiseamlair de
chaighdeain ri-ard é do scoileanna
agus do shuiomhanna eile.

An-mhaith Is é ata i gceist le solathar an- An-mhaith; ar chaighdean an-ard;
mhaith na solathar at an- cleachtas an-éifeachtach; le
éifeachtach agus ar chaighdean an- hardmholadh; an-rathuil
ard chun freastal a dhéanamh ar
riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeaoiri.

D'fhéadfai togail ar na laidreachtai ata
ann cheana féin chun caighdean den
scoth a bhaint amach.

Go maith Is é ata i gceist le solathar ata go Go maith; ar chailiocht mhaith;
maith n& solathar até éifeachtach cleachtas éifeachtach; fonta; inmholta;
chun freastal a dhéanamh ar caighdean maith; nios mo laidreachtai
riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeoiri. Is ga na laigi; solathar cui cé go bhfuil roinnt
tégail ar na laidreachtai ata ann féidearthachtai chun feabhais ann
cheana féin chun aghaidh a thabhairt
ar na gnéithe até le forbairt agus
caighdean an-mhaith a bhaint amach.

Teastaionn Nil an solathar a éilionn feabhas Measartha; nios |0 na éifeachtach; nios

feabhas chun dea-chaighdean a bhaint [0 né& sasuil; is 1éir go bhfuil laigi

chun amach séch éifeachtach chun follasacha ag dul i bhfeidhm ar an

caighdean freastal a dhéanamh ar riachtanais na | bhfoghlaim; deacrachtai ann; nios mé

maith a bhfoghlaimeoiri. Is ga aghaidh a laigi na laidreachtai; ni moér réimsi
bhaint thabhairt ar easnaimh airithe gan sonraithe a fheabhsu; gniomhaiocht
amach mhoill chun a chinntit go bhfuil an chun feabhais de dhith

solathar ar chaighdean maith n6 nios

fearr.

Teastaionn | Nil an solathar a éilionn feabhas Lag; neamhéifeachtach; easnamhach;

feabhas suntasach chun caighdean maith a | do-ghlactha; deacrachtai suntasacha

suntasach bhaint amach ag freastal ar ann; easnaimh thromchuiseacha sna
chun riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeoiri. TA g& | réimsi a ndearnadh meastéireacht
caighdeéan laithreach le gniomhaiocht orthu; ga le hathru, forbairt agus
maith a shuntasach chun aghaidh a thabhairt | feabhsu suntasach chun a bheith
bhaint ar na réimsi imni. éifeachtach

amach
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What is a curriculum evaluation?

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the
Primary School Curriculum (1999) and the Primary Language Curriculum (2019). They affirm
good practice and make recommendations, where appropriate, to aid the further development of
the subject in the school.

How to read this report
During this inspection, the inspectors evaluated learning and teaching in Irish under the
following headings:

1. Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes
2. Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice
3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the
school’s provision in each area.

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a pupil-friendly page that provides information for
the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It outlines
for them some of the main findings and recommendations.

The board of management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and
recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board.

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent
and tackle bullying

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and
anti-bullying procedures were conducted:

Child Protection Anti-bullying
4. The name of the DLP and the Child 1. The school has developed an anti-
Safeguarding Statement are prominently bullying policy that meets the
displayed near the main entrance to the requirements of the Anti-Bullying
school. Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary
5. The Child Safeguarding Statement has Schools (2013) or Bi Cinealta (2024) and
been ratified by the board and includes this policy is reviewed annually.
an annual review and a risk assessment. | 2. The school’'s current anti-bullying policy is
6. All teachers visited reported that they published on its website and/or is readily
have read the Child Safeguarding accessible to board of management
Statement and that they are aware of members, teachers, parents and pupils.
their responsibilities as mandated
persons.

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.



Curriculum evaluation

Date of inspection 06/02/2025

Inspection activities undertaken Observation of teaching and learning
Examination of pupils’ work
Interaction with pupils

Feedback to principal and teachers

e Discussion with principal and teachers
¢ Review of relevant documents
e Pupil focus-group interview

School context

Pope John Paul Il National School is a co-educational English-medium primary school in
Malahide, Co. Dublin with pupils from second to sixth class on the school roll. The school
operates under the patronage of the Catholic Archbishop of Dublin. The staff comprised an
administrative principal, an administrative deputy principal, twenty-six class teachers and eight
special education teachers. The school had an enrolment of 677 pupils at the time of the
evaluation. Inspectors observed teaching and learning in a sample of settings during the
evaluation.

Summary of main findings and recommendations:

Findings
e The quality of pupil learning was good overall with a small number of instances at a very
good level. In a few cases, improvement was required to achieve a good standard.
e The quality of learner experiences was good; all teachers made appropriate use of
active teaching methodologies and of the communicative approach.
e The quality of school planning and school self-evaluation was good and there was a
particular emphasis on fostering an Irish-language atmosphere throughout the school.

Recommendations

e Teachers should develop pupils' ability to structure and sequence sentences
independently and practise them in different contexts.

¢ Although teachers made appropriate use of active teaching methodologies and the
communicative approach, in a small number of classrooms, more emphasis should be
placed on teaching and consolidating the target vocabulary, and providing opportunities
for pupils to practise the sentences through communicative activities.

e It would be beneficial for school management to place more emphasis on monitoring
learning to assess progress in Irish from class to class.

Detailed findings and recommendations

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes

The quality of pupils’ learning was good overall. There were appropriate objectives and themes
covered in each lesson observed. The pupils were well motivated to learn. The pupils had a
knowledge of a reasonably broad vocabulary and there was progression in the vocabulary they
had learned from class to class. Nevertheless, there was a need for teachers to expand pupils’
vocabulary and develop their capacity to use their vocabulary in different contexts and in their
own daily lives.

In the majority of classes, pupils were able to structure complete sentences accurately and
independently. However, it was clear that pupils’ language capacity was limited to the particular



topic being discussed and teacher support was required to enable pupils use the language across
different contexts.

In order to foster pupils' oral language skills, there is a need for teachers to revise content learned
at the beginning and during each lesson to show pupils how the vocabulary and sentence
structures they already know can be used flexibily in different contexts. To help this process, it is
recommended that more emphasis be placed on rhymes, poems and storytelling to reinforce
vocabulary and whole sentences. It would also be worthwhile for teachers to regularly revise the
poems learned from year to year to reinforce the vocabulary and sentences already learned.

In the focus group, the pupils spoke positively about learning Irish. They said the teachers helped
them learn Irish through the interesting games they designed. Pupils were able to make
connections between the structure of Irish and English and were interested in discussing
connections with pupils’ other home languages. It was clear that pupils had a good knowledge of
grammar, and a good interest in grammar. Pupils maintained a grammar notebook from class to
class and this was helpful in supporting their learning.

The pupils were able to read texts and answer direct questions. However, they did not find it as
easy to summarise what they had read. It would be worth placing more emphasis on developing
that skill. Pupils' writing skills were linked to various activities. It is recommended that teachers
extend the range of writing experiences for pupils to develop their creative writing skills across
the different genres.

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through
learning experiences and teachers’ practice

The quality of learners’ experiences and teachers’ practices was good. Each lesson observed
was structured appropriately and well paced. The lessons were taught through the medium of
Irish. All teachers made use of visual resources appropriately in the lessons observed to foster
pupils’ interest. In some classes, the resources were designed by the teacher in collaboration with
the pupils. This was good practice, as the resources used related directly to the curriculum content
pupils were learning and this acted as a scaffold for pupils to construct sentences. It was also
clear that pupils used these visual resources frequently. It is recommended that this good practice
be disseminated on a whole-school basis. Teachers are also advised to create vocabulary walls
in collaboration with pupils using vocabulary relating to pupils’ lives and interests.

Each teacher made appropriate use of active learning methodologies and the communicative
approach. Although teachers used these active learning methodologies, it would be advisable in
the case of a small number of classrooms to place more emphasis on teaching and consolidating
the language through repetition and recitation prior to the communicative activities. To ensure
progression in pupils’ learning from class to class, it is recommended that teachers refer to the
curriculum content taught during the previous year, and to the curriculum content set out in the
school plan for the current year. Pupils need to be shown how they can combine their prior
learning with their new learning. This process would be helpful for teachers in progressing
meaningful assessment and in developing pupils' self-evaluation skills. In terms of self-evaluation,
it is recommended that more emphasis be placed on pupils' copybooks to support them in seeing
their learning develop and in implementing advice received from their teachers.

In a small number of classrooms, it was clear that there was good use of Irish as the language of
classroom management, and development in language usage was evident from class to class. It
is recommended that this good practice be extended on a whole-school basis to foster an Irish
setting for pupils so they can hear Irish as a living language daily.



3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE,
in progressing pupils’ learning

The quality of school planning and school self-evaluation was good. Tthere was a particular
emphasis on fostering an Irish-language atmosphere throughout the school. It would be
beneficial for the school management team to place more emphasis on monitoring learning in
order to assess progress in Irish from class to class.



For the pupils of John Paul Il NS

PR — about their learning in Irish
Department of Education Date of inspection: 07/03/2025

Introduction

Your school had an inspection of Irish recently. This page
for pupils describes what the inspectors found and gives
ideas about what the school could do to make learning in
Irish better.

Meeting with pupils
The inspectors visited classrooms and talked to pupils
Q about the work they were doing. The inspector also met
o Wwith a focus group of pupils to hear what they had to say
about their learning and experiences at school.

ol

What did the inspectors learn about your school?

The inspectors saw many things in your school during
the inspection. Here are some of the main things:

e The overall quality of pupils’ learning was good with some examples

of very good learning, and some pupils required additional help.

e The quality of learner experiences was good; all teachers made
appropriate use of active teaching methodologies to develop pupils’
communication skills in Irish.

Good practice was evident in the copybooks and grammar notebooks used
by pupils from class to class, which was helpful in their understanding of
grammar rules.

Pupils were able to make connections between Irish and English and were
interested in talking about the connections with other home languages of the
pupils.

What the school could do to make learning in Irish better

o The teachers need to develop pupils' ability to structure and
sequence sentences independently, and to practise them in different
contexts.

s o The teachers need to place an emphasis on teaching
language before asking pupils to practise it.

Thank you for taking the time to read this page.
A special thank you to the pupils who took part in the focus group.
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