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Tá an tuairisc seo scríofa i nGaeilge. Tá aistriúchán Béarla den tuairisc ar fáil ag deireadh na 

tuairisce. 

This report is written in Irish. An English translation of the report is provided at the end of the 

report 

Cad is meastóireacht curaclaim ann? 
I meastóireachtaí curaclaim déantar tuairisciú ar cháilíocht an teagaisc agus na foghlama in 
ábhair faoi leith i gCuraclam na Bunscoile (1999) agus i gCuraclam Teanga na Bunscoile 
(2019). Dearbhaítear dea-chleachtas agus déantar moltaí iontu nuair is cuí, d’fhonn cuidiú 
forbairt bhreise a dhéanamh ar an ábhar sa scoil. 

Conas an tuairisc seo a léamh 

Le linn na cigireachta seo, rinne an cigire meastóireacht ar an bhfoghlaim agus ar an teagasc 
sa Ghaeilge faoi na ceannteidil seo a leanas: 

1. Cáilíocht thorthaí foghlama na ndaltaí 
2. Ag tacú le foghlaim na ndaltaí trí eispéiris foghlama agus trí chleachtas na múinteoirí  
3. Éifeachtacht phleanáil scoile, lena n-áirítear FMS, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltaí chun cinn  
 

Déanann na cigirí cur síos ar an gcáilíocht a bhaineann le gach ceann de na réimsí sin agus iad 
ag baint úsáid as contanam cáilíochta na Cigireachta a thaispeántar ar leathanach deiridh na 
tuairisce seo. Soláthraítear sa chontanam cáilíochta samplaí den teanga a úsáideann cigirí 
agus iad ag déanamh meastóireacht agus ag cur síos ar cháilíocht sholáthar na scoile i ngach 
réimse. 

San áireamh sa tuairisc ar an meastóireacht curaclaim seo, tá leathanach atá sothuigthe do 
dhaltaí lena dtugtar eolas do na páistí/daoine óga i do scoil faoin gcigireacht a tharla le déanaí. 
Deantar achoimre ann ar chuid de na príomhthorthaí agus na príomh-mholtaí dóibh. 

Tugadh deis do bhord bainistíochta na scoile a thuairim a léiriú ar thorthaí agus ar mholtaí na 
tuairisce i scríbhinn; ní bhfuarthas freagra ón mbord 

 

Gníomhaíochtaí na scoile chun leanaí a chumhdach agus 

chun bulaíocht a chosc agus dul i ngleic léi 
 
 

Le linn chuairt na cigireachta, rinneadh na seiceálacha seo a leanas maidir le nósanna 
imeachta um chosaint leanaí agus gnásanna frithbhulaíochta: 

Cosaint Leanaí Frithbhulaíocht 

1. Tá ainm an duine idirchaidrimh ainmnithe 
(DIA) agus an Ráiteas um Chumhdach 
Leanaí ar taispeáint go feiceálach gar do 
phríomhdhoras na scoile. 

2. Tá an Ráiteas um Chumhdach Leanaí 
faofa ag an mbord agus tá athbhreithniú 
bliantúil agus measúnú riosca mar chuid 
den ráiteas. 

3. Thuairiscigh gach múinteoir ar tugadh 
cuairt orthu go bhfuil an Ráiteas um 
Chumhdach Leanaí léite acu agus go 
dtuigeann said a bhfreagrachtaí mar  
dhaoine atá faoi shainordú. 

1. Tá polasaí frithbhulaíochta forbartha ag 
an scoil, a shásaíonn na Gnásanna 
Frithbhulaíochta Bunscoile agus 
Iarbhunscoile (2013) nó Bí Cineálta 
(2024) agus athbhreithnítear an polasaí 
seo go bliantúil. 

2. Tá polasaí reatha frithbhulaíochta na 
scoile foilsithe ar a láithreán gréasáin 
agus/nó tá fáil go héasca air do bhaill 
an bhoird bainistíochta, do mhúinteoirí, 
do thuismitheoirí agus do dhaltaí. 

 
 

Chomhlíon an scoil na riachtanais maidir le gach ceann de na seiceálacha thuas.  



 

 



Meastóireacht Curaclaim 

 

Dáta na cigireachta  06/02/2025 

Na gníomhaíochtaí cigireachta ar tugadh 
fúthu 

 Plé leis an bpríomhoide agus leis na 

múinteoirí 

 Athbhreithniú ar cháipéisí ábhartha  

 Agallamh le grúpa fócais daltaí 

 Breathnóireacht ar theagasc agus ar 
fhoghlaim  

 Scrúdú ar obair na ndaltaí  

 Caidreamh le daltaí  

 Aiseolas don phríomhoide agus do na 
múinteoirí 

 

Comhthéacs na scoile 
       

Is bunscoil lán-Bhéarla chomhoideachais í Scoil Náisiúnta Pope John Paul II atá suite i 
Mullach Íde, Co. Bhaile Átha Cliath le daltaí ó rang a dó go dtí rang a sé ar rollachán na 
scoile. Feidhmíonn an scoil faoi phátrúnacht Ardeaspag Caitliceach Bhaile Átha Cliath. Bhí 
príomhoide riaracháin, leas-phríomhoide riaracháin, seisear múinteoir ranga is fiche, ochtar 
múinteoirí oideachais speisialta ar an bhfoireann. Bhí 677 dalta cláraithe sa scoil ag am na 
meastóireachta. Bhreathnaigh na cigirí ar theagasc agus ar fhoghlaim i sampla de 
shuíomhanna le linn na meastóireachta.  

 

Achoimre ar na príomhchinntí agus moltaí 

Cinntí 

 Bhí cáiliocht fhoghlaim na ndaltaí go maith ar an iomlán le líon beag ag léibhéal an-

mhaith. I gcúpla cás, theastaigh feabhas chun caighdeán maith a bhaint amach. 

 Bhí cáilíocht eispéiris na bhfoghlaimeoirí go maith; bhain gach múinteoir úsáid chuí as 

modheolaíochtaí gníomhacha teagaisc agus an cur chuige cumarsáideach. 

 Bhí cáilíocht na pleanála scoile agus na féinmheastóireachta scoile go maith agus 

cuireadh béim ar leith ar atmaisféar Gaelach a chothú ar fud na scoile. 

Moltaí 

 Is gá do na múinteoirí cumas na ndaltaí a fhorbairt chun abairtí a struchtúrú agus a chur 

in ord go neamhspleách agus iad a chleachtadh i gcomhthéacsanna éagsúla. 

 Cé gur bhain na múinteoirí úsáid chuí as modheolaíochtaí gníomhacha teagaisc agus 

an cur chuige cumarsáideach, b’fhiú i líon beag seomraí ranga níos mó béime a chur ar 

an spriocfhoclóir a mhúineadh agus a dhaingniú, agus deiseanna a sholáthar dóibh na 

habairtí a chleachtadh trí ghníomhaíochtaí cumarsáideacha. 

 B’fhiú don fhoireann bhainistíochta scoile níos mo béime a leagan ar mhonatóireacht na 

foghlama chun an dul chun cinn sa Ghaeilge ó rang go rang a mheas. 

  



Mionchinntí agus moltaí 
 

1. Cáilíocht thorthaí foghlama na ndaltaí 
 
Bhí cáilíocht foghlama na ndaltaí go maith ar an iomlán.  Bhí cuspóirí agus téamaí cuí ag gabháil 
le gach ceacht a breathnaíodh. Bhí na daltaí spreagtha go maith chun foghlama. Bhí foclóir 
réasunta leathan ar eolas ag na daltaí agus bhí dul chun cinn le feiceáil san fhoclóir a bhí 
foghlamtha acu ó rang go rang. Ag an am céanna, ba ghá do na múinteoirí stór foclór na ndaltaí 
a leathnú ionas gur féidir leo é a úsáid i gcomhthéacsanna éagsúla agus ina saol laethúil féin. 
 
I dtromlach na ranganna, bhí na daltaí in ann abairtí iomlána a struchtúrú go cruinn agus as a 
stuaim féin. Ba léir, áfach, go raibh cumas teanga na ndaltaí teoranta don ábhar ar leith a bhí á 
phlé, i gcásanna áirithe, agus go raibh tacaíocht ag teastáil ó na múinteoirí chun na daltaí a 
chumasú an teanga a úsáid i gcomhthéacsanna éagsúla. 
 
Chun scileanna labhartha na ndaltaí a chothú, moltar dul siar a dhéanamh ag tús agus le linn 
gach ceacht chun a thaispeáint do na daltaí conas gur féidir stór focal agus struchtúir na n-abairtí 
atá ar eolas ag na daltaí cheana féin a úsáid go solúbtha i gcomhthéacsanna eagsúla. Chun 
cabhrú leis an bpróiseas seo, moltar níos mó béime a chur ar rannta, dánta agus scéalaíocht 
chun foclóir agus abairtí iomlána a dhaingniú. B’fhiú freisin do na múinteoirí dul siar go rialta ar 
na dánta a foghlaimíodh ó bhliain go bliain chun an foclóir agus na habairtí a dhaingniú. 
 
Sa ghrúpa fócais, labhair na daltaí go dearfach faoi fhoghlaim na Gaeilge. Dúirt siad gur 
chabhraigh na múinteoirí leo an Ghaeilge a fhoghlaim tríd na cluichí spéisiúla a dhearaigh siad. 
Bhí na daltaí in ann naisc a dhéanamh idir struchtúr na Gaeilge agus an Béarla agus bhí suim 
acu labhairt faoi naisc le teangacha baile eile na ndaltaí. Ba léir go raibh eolas maith ag na daltaí 
ar an ngramadach, agus spéis mhaith acu ann. Choinnigh na daltaí nóta gramadaí ó rang go rang 
agus bhí sé seo cabhrach dá gcuid foghlama.  
 
Bhí na daltaí in ann téacsanna a léamh agus ceisteanna díreacha a fhreagairt. Ní raibh sé chomh 
héasca dóibh, áfach, achoimre a dhéanamh ar céard a bhí léite acu. B’fhiu béim bhreise a chur 
ar an scil sin a fhorbairt. Bhí scileanna scríbhneoireachta na ndaltaí ceangailte le gníomhaíochtaí 
éagsúla. Moltar do na múinteoirí na heispéiris scríbhneoireachta a leathnú do na daltaí chun a 
scileanna saorscríbhneoireachta a fhorbairt thar na seánraí éagsúla. 
 

2. Tacú le foghlaim na ndaltaí: Eispéiris na 

bhfoghlaimeoirí agus cleachtas na múinteoirí 
 
Bhí cáilíocht eispéiris na bhfoghlaimeoirí agus cleachtais na múinteoirí go maith. Bhí struchtúr cuí 
ag baint le gach ceacht a breathnaíodh agus luas breá ag gabháil leis na ceachtanna. Bhí na 
ceachtanna múinte trí Ghaeilge. Bhain gach múinteoir úsáid chuí as acmhainní amhairc chun 
suim na ndaltaí a chothú. I roinnt ranganna, bhí na hacmhainní féindeartha ag an múinteoir i 
gcomhar leis na daltaí. Bhí an cleachtas seo go maith mar bhain na hacmhainní a bhí in úsáid go 
díreach leis an ábhar curaclaim a bhí foghlamtha ag na daltaí agus bhí siad ann mar scafall do 
na daltaí chun abairtí a chur le chéile. Bhí sé soiléir freisin gur bhain na daltaí úsáid rialta as na 
hacmhainní amhairc sin. Moltar an dea-chleachtas seo a scaipeadh ar bhonn scoile uile. Moltar 
do na múinteoirí freisin ballaí foclóra a chruthú i gcomhar leis na daltaí ag baint úsáid as foclóir a 
bhaineann le saol agus suimeanna na ndaltaí. 
 
Bhain gach múinteoir úsáid chuí as modheolaíochtaí gníomhacha foghlama agus an cur chuige 
cumarsáideach. Cé gur bhain na múinteoirí úsáid as na modheolaíochtaí gníomhacha foghlama 
seo, b’fhiú i líon beag ranganna níos mo béime a chur ar an teanga a mhúineadh agus a dhaingniú 
trí athrá agus aithris roimh na gníomhaíochtaí cumarsáideacha. Chun tabhairt faoi dhul chun cinn 
na foghlama ó rang go rang, moltar do na múinteoirí tagairtí a dhéanamh don ábhar curaclaim a 
bhí múinte sa bhlian roimhe sin agus ar an ábhar curaclaim atá leagtha amach sa phlean scoile 
don bhliain reatha. Tá gá a thaispeáint do na daltaí conas is féidir leo a réamhfhoghlaim agus an 
fhoghlaim nua a chur le chéile. Bheadh an próiseas seo cabhrach do na múinteoirí chun measúnú 
bríoch a chur chun cinn agus scileanna féin-mheastóireachta na ndaltaí a chothú. Ó thaobh na 



féinmheastóireachta de, moltar níos mó béime a chur ar chóipleabhair na ndaltaí chun tacú leo a 
gcuid foghlama a fheiceáil ag forbairt agus an chomhairle a fuair siad óna múinteoirí a chur i 
bhfeidhm. 
 
I líon beag seomraí ranga, ba léir gur baineadh úsáid mhaith as an nGaeilge mar theanga 
bhainistíochta an ranga agus bhí forbairt in úsáid na teanga i measc na ndaltaí le feiceáil ó rang 
go rang. Moltar an dea-chleachtas seo a leathnú ar bhonn scoile uile chun suíomh Gaelach a 
chothú do na daltaí ionas gur féidir leo an Ghaeilge a chloisteáil mar theanga bheo go laethúil.  
 
 
 

3. Éifeachtacht phleanáil scoile, féinmheastóireacht scoile 

san áireamh, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltaí chun cinn 
 
Bhí cáilíocht na pleanála scoile agus na féinmheastóireachta scoile go maith agus cuireadh 
béim ar leith ar atmaisféar Gaelach a chothú ar fud na scoile. B’fhiú don fhoireann 
bhainistíochta scoile níos mo béime a leagan ar mhonatóireacht na foghlama chun an dul chun 
cinn sa Ghaeilge ó rang go rang a mheas. 

 
 
 
  



Le haghaidh dhaltaí Scoil Náisiúnta 

John Paul II faoina gcuid foghlama 

sa Ghaeilge 

Dáta na cigireachta: 07/03/2025 
 

  

 

Réamhrá  

Rinneadh cigireacht ar Gaeilge i do scoil le déanaí. Ar 
an leathanach seo, deántar cur síos ar an méid a fuair 
na cigirí amach agus tugtar smaointe ann faoi na 
rudaí a d’fhéadfadh an scoil a dhéanamh chun an 
fhoghlaim a fheabhsú sa Ghaeilge. 

 

 

 

Cad a rinne na cigirí i rith na cuairte? 

Thug na cigirí cuairt ar sheomraí ranga agus labhair 
siad leis na múinteoirí agus na daltaí faoin obair a bhí 
ar siúl acu. Chas an cigire le grúpa fócais daltaí freisin 
chun labhairt leo faoina gcuid foghlama. 

 

 

 

Cad a fuair na cigirí amach? 
Chonaic an cigire/na cigirí go leor rudaí i do scoil le  linn na 
cigireachta. Seo roinnt de na príomhrudaí: 

 Bhí cáilíocht fhoghlaim na ndaltaí go maith ar an iomlán le 

roinnt samplaí den fhoghlaim an-mhaith agus bhí cabhair 

bhreise ag teastáil ó roinnt daltaí. 

 Bhí cáilíocht na dtaithí foghlama go maith; bhain gach 

múinteoir úsáid chuí as modhannna teagaisc gníomhacha 

chun scileanna cumarsáide na ndaltaí a fhorbairt sa 

Ghaeilge.   

 Bhí cleachtas maith le feiceáil sna cóipleabhair agus sna 

leabhair nótaí gramadaí a bhí in úsáid ag na daltaí ó rang go 

rang, a bhí cabhrach chun na rialacha gramadaí a thuiscint. 

 Bhí na daltaí in ann naisc a dhéanamh idir an Ghaeilge agus 

an Béarla agus bhí suim acu labhairt faoi theangacha baile 

eile na ndaltaí. 

 

 

 

Cad a dúirt na cigirí a bhí le déanamh ag an scoil 

chun an fhoghlaim a fheabhsú? 

 Is gá do na múinteoirí cumas na ndaltaí a fhorbairt chun 

abairtí a struchtúrú agus a chur in ord go neamhspleách 

agus iad a chleachtadh i gcomhthéacsanna difriúla. 

 Is gá do na múinteoirí béim a chur ar theanga a mhúineadh 

roimh iarraidh ar na daltaí í a chleachtadh. 

 

Go raibh maith agat as an am a ghlacadh chun an leathanach seo a 

léamh. Gabhtar buíochas speisialta leis na daltaí a ghlac páirt sa 

ghrúpa fócais. 

 

  



Contanam cáilíochta na cigireachta 

Déanann cigirí cur síos ar cháilíocht an 
tsoláthair sa scoil agus feidhm á baint acu as 
contanam cáilíochta na cigireachta a 
thaispeántar thíos. Tugann an contanam 
cáilíochta samplaí den teanga a úsáideann 
cigirí nuair a bhíonn siad ag déanamh 
meastóireachta agus ag cur síos ar cháilíocht 
sholáthar na scoile do gach réimse. 

Leibhéal Cur síos Samplaí de na téarmaí tuairisciúla 

Ar fheabhas Is é atá i gceist le soláthar atá ar 
fheabhas ná soláthar atá 
eiseamláireach chun freastal a 
dhéanamh ar riachtanais na 
bhfoghlaimeoirí. Is eiseamláir de 
chaighdeáin rí-ard é do scoileanna 
agus do shuíomhanna eile. 

Ar fheabhas; eiseamláireach; 
sármhaith; ar sárchaighdeán; 
láidreachtaí an-suntasach ag baint leis 

An-mhaith Is é atá i gceist le soláthar an-
mhaith ná soláthar atá an-
éifeachtach agus ar chaighdeán an-
ard chun freastal a dhéanamh ar 
riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeoirí. 
D'fhéadfaí tógáil ar na láidreachtaí atá 
ann cheana féin chun caighdeán den 
scoth a bhaint amach.  

An-mhaith; ar chaighdeán an-ard; 
cleachtas an-éifeachtach; le 
hardmholadh; an-rathúil 

Go maith Is é atá i gceist le soláthar atá go  
maith ná soláthar atá éifeachtach 
chun freastal a dhéanamh ar 
riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeoirí. Is gá 
tógáil ar na láidreachtaí atá ann 
cheana féin chun aghaidh a thabhairt 
ar na gnéithe atá le forbairt agus 
caighdeán an-mhaith a bhaint amach.  

Go maith; ar cháilíocht mhaith; 
cleachtas éifeachtach; fónta; inmholta; 
caighdeán maith; níos mó láidreachtaí 
ná laigí; soláthar cuí cé go bhfuil roinnt 
féidearthachtaí chun feabhais ann 

Teastaíonn 
feabhas 
chun 
caighdeán 
maith a 
bhaint 
amach 

Níl an soláthar a éilíonn feabhas 
chun dea-chaighdeán a bhaint 
amach sách éifeachtach chun 
freastal a dhéanamh ar riachtanais na 
bhfoghlaimeoirí. Is gá aghaidh a 
thabhairt ar easnaimh áirithe gan 
mhoill chun a chinntiú go bhfuil an 
soláthar ar chaighdeán maith nó níos 
fearr. 

Measartha; níos lú ná éifeachtach; níos 
lú ná sásúil; is léir go bhfuil laigí 
follasacha ag dul i bhfeidhm ar an 
bhfoghlaim; deacrachtaí ann; níos mó 
laigí ná láidreachtaí; ní mór réimsí 
sonraithe a fheabhsú; gníomhaíocht 
chun feabhais de dhíth  

 

Teastaíonn 
feabhas 
suntasach 
chun 
caighdeán 
maith a 
bhaint 
amach 

Níl an soláthar a éilíonn feabhas 
suntasach chun caighdeán maith a 
bhaint amach ag freastal ar 
riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeoirí. Tá gá 
láithreach le gníomhaíocht 
shuntasach chun aghaidh a thabhairt 
ar na réimsí imní.  

Lag; neamhéifeachtach; easnamhach; 
do-ghlactha; deacrachtaí suntasacha 
ann; easnaimh thromchúiseacha sna 
réimsí a ndearnadh meastóireacht 
orthu; gá le hathrú, forbairt agus 
feabhsú suntasach chun a bheith 
éifeachtach 
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What is a curriculum evaluation?  

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the 
Primary School Curriculum (1999) and the Primary Language Curriculum (2019). They affirm 
good practice and make recommendations, where appropriate, to aid the further development of 
the subject in the school. 

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspectors evaluated learning and teaching in Irish under the 
following headings: 

1.    Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
2.    Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice  
3.    The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning 
 

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides 
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the 
school’s provision in each area.  

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a pupil-friendly page that provides information for 
the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It outlines 
for them some of the main findings and recommendations.  

The board of management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and 
recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board.  

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent 

and tackle bullying 
 

 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and 
anti-bullying procedures were conducted: 

Child Protection Anti-bullying 

4. The name of the DLP and the Child 
Safeguarding Statement are prominently 
displayed near the main entrance to the 
school. 

5. The Child Safeguarding Statement has 
been ratified by the board and includes 
an annual review and a risk assessment. 

6. All teachers visited reported that they 
have read the Child Safeguarding 
Statement and that they are aware of 
their responsibilities as mandated 
persons. 

1. The school has developed an anti-
bullying policy that meets the 
requirements of the Anti-Bullying 
Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary 
Schools (2013) or Bí Cineálta (2024) and 
this policy is reviewed annually.  

2. The school’s current anti-bullying policy is 
published on its website and/or is readily 
accessible to board of management 
members, teachers, parents and pupils.  

 
The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above. 



Curriculum evaluation 

Date of inspection  06/02/2025 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Discussion with principal and teachers 

 Review of relevant documents  

 Pupil focus-group interview 

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Examination of pupils’ work  

 Interaction with pupils  

 Feedback to principal and teachers 

 

School context 
Pope John Paul II National School is a co-educational English-medium primary school in 
Malahide, Co. Dublin with pupils from second to sixth class on the school roll. The school 
operates under the patronage of the Catholic Archbishop of Dublin. The staff comprised an 
administrative principal, an administrative deputy principal, twenty-six class teachers and eight 
special education teachers. The school had an enrolment of 677 pupils at the time of the 
evaluation. Inspectors observed teaching and learning in a sample of settings during the 
evaluation.   

 

Summary of main findings and recommendations: 

Findings 

 The quality of pupil learning was good overall with a small number of instances at a very 

good level. In a few cases, improvement was required to achieve a good standard.  

 The quality of learner experiences was good; all teachers made appropriate use of 

active teaching methodologies and of the communicative approach. 

 The quality of school planning and school self-evaluation was good and there was a 

particular emphasis on fostering an Irish-language atmosphere throughout the school. 

Recommendations 

 Teachers should develop pupils' ability to structure and sequence sentences 

independently and practise them in different contexts. 

 Although teachers made appropriate use of active teaching methodologies and the 

communicative approach, in a small number of classrooms, more emphasis should be 

placed on teaching and consolidating the target vocabulary, and providing opportunities 

for pupils to practise the sentences through communicative activities.  

 It would be beneficial for  school management to place more emphasis on monitoring 

learning to assess progress in Irish from class to class. 

 

Detailed findings and recommendations 
 

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
 

The quality of pupils’ learning was good overall. There were appropriate objectives and themes 
covered in each lesson observed. The pupils were well motivated to learn. The pupils had a 
knowledge of a reasonably broad vocabulary and there was progression in the vocabulary they 
had learned from class to class. Nevertheless, there was a need for teachers to expand pupils’ 
vocabulary and develop their capacity to use their vocabulary in different contexts and in their 
own daily lives. 
 
In the majority of classes, pupils were able to structure complete sentences accurately and 
independently. However, it was clear that pupils’ language capacity was limited to the particular 



topic being discussed and teacher support was required to enable pupils use the language across 
different contexts. 
 
In order to foster pupils' oral language skills, there is a need for teachers to revise content learned 
at the beginning and during each lesson to show pupils how the vocabulary and sentence 
structures they already know can be used flexibily in different contexts. To help this process, it is 
recommended that more emphasis be placed on rhymes, poems and storytelling to reinforce 
vocabulary and whole sentences. It would also be worthwhile for teachers to regularly revise the 
poems learned from year to year to reinforce the vocabulary and sentences already learned.  
 
In the focus group, the pupils spoke positively about learning Irish. They said the teachers helped 
them learn Irish through the interesting games they designed. Pupils were able to make 
connections between the structure of Irish and English and were interested in discussing 
connections with pupils’ other home languages. It was clear that pupils had a good knowledge of 
grammar, and a good interest in grammar. Pupils maintained a grammar notebook from class to 
class and this was helpful in supporting their learning. 
 
The pupils were able to read texts and answer direct questions. However, they did not find it as 
easy to summarise what they had read. It would be worth placing more emphasis on developing 
that skill. Pupils' writing skills were linked to various activities. It is recommended that teachers  
extend the range of writing experiences for pupils to develop their creative writing skills across 
the different genres.  

 

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through 

learning experiences and teachers’ practice 
 

The quality of learners’ experiences and teachers’ practices was good. Each lesson observed 
was structured appropriately and well paced. The lessons were taught through the medium of 
Irish. All teachers made use of visual resources appropriately in the lessons observed to foster 
pupils’ interest. In some classes, the resources were designed by the teacher in collaboration with 
the pupils. This was good practice, as the resources used related directly to the curriculum content 
pupils were learning and this acted as a scaffold for pupils to construct sentences. It was also 
clear that pupils used these visual resources frequently. It is recommended that this good practice 
be disseminated on a whole-school basis. Teachers are also advised to create vocabulary walls 
in collaboration with pupils using vocabulary relating to pupils’ lives and interests.  
 
Each teacher made appropriate use of active learning methodologies and the communicative 
approach. Although teachers used these active learning methodologies, it would be advisable in 
the case of a small number of classrooms to place more emphasis on teaching and consolidating 
the language through repetition and recitation prior to the communicative activities. To ensure 
progression in pupils’ learning from class to class, it is recommended that teachers refer to the 
curriculum content taught during the previous year, and to the curriculum content set out in the 
school plan for the current year. Pupils need to be shown how they can combine their prior 
learning with their new learning. This process would be helpful for teachers in progressing 
meaningful assessment and in developing pupils' self-evaluation skills. In terms of self-evaluation, 
it is recommended that more emphasis be placed on pupils' copybooks to support them in seeing 
their learning develop and in implementing advice received from their teachers.  
 
In a small number of classrooms, it was clear that there was good use of Irish as the language of 
classroom management, and development in language usage was evident from class to class. It 
is recommended that this good practice be extended on a whole-school basis to foster an Irish 
setting for pupils so they can hear Irish as a living language daily.  
  



 

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, 

in progressing pupils’ learning 
 
The quality of school planning and school self-evaluation was good. Tthere was a particular 
emphasis on fostering an Irish-language atmosphere throughout the school. It would be 
beneficial for the school management team to place more emphasis on monitoring learning in 
order to assess progress in Irish from class to class.  

  



 

For the pupils of John Paul II NS 

about their learning in Irish 

Date of inspection: 07/03/2025 

 
Introduction  

Your school had an inspection of Irish recently. This page 
for pupils describes what the inspectors found and gives 
ideas about what the school could do to make learning in     
Irish better. 
 

 

 
Meeting with pupils  

The inspectors visited classrooms and talked to pupils 
about the work they were doing. The inspector also met 
with a focus group of pupils to hear what they had to say 
about their learning and experiences at school. 
 

 

 
What did the inspectors learn about your school? 

The inspectors saw many things in your school during 
the inspection. Here are some of the main things: 

 The overall quality of pupils’ learning was good with some examples 

of very good learning, and some pupils required additional help. 

 The quality of learner experiences was good; all teachers made 

appropriate use of active teaching methodologies to develop pupils’ 

communication skills in Irish. 

 Good practice was evident in the copybooks and grammar notebooks used  

by pupils from class to class, which was helpful in their understanding of 

grammar rules. 

 Pupils were able to make connections between Irish and English and were 

interested in talking about the connections with other home languages of the 

pupils. 

 

 
What the school could do to make learning in Irish better 

 The teachers need to develop pupils' ability to structure and 

sequence sentences independently, and to practise them in different 

contexts. 

  The teachers need to place an emphasis on teaching 

language before asking pupils to practise it. 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this page. 

A special thank you to the pupils who took part in the focus group. 
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