
I am very concerned about the proposed wording for the b) criterion for detention. The 

emphasis on "serious and imminent threat" will make it less likely that those at risk of 

deterioration in the community will be considered for involuntary admission and /or have their 

admission orders affirmed. There are patients with severe mental illness who lack insight 

into the need for treatment, and would benefit from involuntary treatment, who may not be 

considered "a serious and imminent threat". The proposed wording, I believe, does not 

reflect their clinical risk. The risk associated with these patients is better reflected by wording 

such as "at risk of deterioration", rather than "imminent threat". The risk in these cases 

relates to the inadequacy of treatment settings other than an inpatient psychiatric hospital. 

My concern is that the proposed b) criterion would preclude these patients from receiving 

adequate care, and result in a huge amount of unnecessary suffering of untreated mentally 

unwell people on the community.  

 

 

Regards,  

 

 

Consultant in General Adult Psychiatry 




