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Sent: Wednesday 31 March 2021 16:58

To: Mental Health Act Review <mentalhealthactreview@health.gov.ie>

Subject: FW: Launch of Mental Health Act public consultation

Dear Sir/ Madam

Please find below

1: Application form 2, currently, regardless if referral to Authorised Officer comes from GP,
and Gp may have just examined the patient, the act specifies that another "examination

" within 24hrs after receiving a valid application from AO ,

in my pratice this 1s huge burden on GP practice which doesn't necessarily enhance the

civil liberty of subject of referral, a change to flexibility on form 2 and form 5 with 24hr

limit ,would reduce often delay in expediting the process and reducing risk,

2:Another major issue 1s when section 9 is trigered and Authorised Officer deems situation
high risk (box 1ticked in form5)

Guardai are reluctant to escort pt to approved centre stating not legally covered,

under section 12 ,Guardai will escort pt as per act.

I find delay in waiting for assisted admission team of great concern .

3. As regards to transfer of an involuntary patient to another approved centre the Consultant
who acts on behalf of the clinical director would need to state that in the letter handed to the

patient.

4. Garda could escort patient after an application was made from an authorized officer if the
clinical director deems it appropriate and if this is stated in legislation

5. Local mental health hospitals could benefit from own admission teams provided by the
HSE.

Kind regards

o I

Consultant psychiatrist





