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Background 

QAB approval is given following the successful initial application of a programme for approval by the 

Board for adherence to the Professional Award Criteria and Guidelines (PACG). QAB approval of 

programme(s) may be rescinded under the following circumstances: 

➢ Implementation Review: Approval may be rescinded if, as a result of the Implementation 

Review, the programme(s) is/are deemed to no longer meet the requirements of the PACG. 

This removal of approval follows an interim period during which time the HEI is afforded 

time to rectify the issues noted by the Implementation Review Team in their report. 

➢ Verification Check: Issues identified during a Verification Check may result in a decision by 

the Board to rescind approval of programme(s). This removal of approval may also follow an 

interim period during which time the HEI is afforded time to rectify the issues noted by the 

QAB during the Verification Check. 

➢ External Event: An external event outside of the control of the QAB may also give cause to 

the QAB to rescind their approval of a programme(s). For example, this could be due to the 

outcome of a review by an external validating body or the awarding body (e.g. QQI or HEI). 

Notification to the HEI from the QAB 

i. Once all standard procedures are exhausted in the above-mentioned circumstances, the matter 

of removal of QAB approval will be considered by the Board. In general, given the gravity of 

such a decision, this will be made at a Board meeting. Board meetings may be held in person or 

virtually. However, the Board may have recourse to use electronic correspondence to make a 

decision if that is deemed necessary in a particular circumstance. 



ii. Following the Board decision, the Chair of the QAB will issue a letter on behalf of the Board to 

the HEI noting the decision to rescind QAB approval, the date from which it takes effect, the 

reason for the decision and the circumstances in which it arose (i.e., Implementation Review, 

Verification Check, or an external event). The letter will include any reports or further 

documentation which supports the decision of the Board. The letter will also include the options 

available to the HEI which will include the revision of the programme and re-submission for 

approval of the Board. The letter will refer to the provisions that should be made by the HEI to 

support students who wish to transfer to another course within the institution or a relevant 

course in another institution. 

iii. The letter will issue to the Registrar and the key contact for the Programme(s) as provided by 

the HEI to the QAB Secretariat. 

iv. The decision is effective from the meeting date of the Board; therefore the letter will issue 

immediately following the decision of the Board. 

v. The QAB-approval will be time bound (start and end-dated) on the published list of QAB- 

approved programmes and the QAB Secretariat will inform the DCDE Qualifications Team. 

 

 
Notification to Enrolled Students by HEI 

vi. On receipt of the letter the HEI will be required to immediately inform all current students of the 

decision of the QAB to remove approval of the programme(s), and the date of this decision 

which will be noted on the published list of QAB-approved programmes. 

vii. The HEI in its correspondence to students must refer to the implications of this decision for 

currently-enrolled students which include access to relevant DCDE funding schemes and, for 

some students, permission to work in the ELC sector. Students should be informed to address 

queries on these matters to qab@dcde.gov.ie 

viii. HEIs should endeavour to ensure that students can, where necessary, transfer to another course 

within the institution or a relevant course in another institution in line with the statutory 

requirements set out regarding the Protection of Enrolled Learners (where applicable) or, in a 

publicly-funded HEI, in line with governance and best practice procedures to support learners. 

ix. The HEI is required to note that the course is not QAB-approved on any publications relating to 

the programme(s), including the website. 

x. Students who have graduated from the programme(s) before the date of removal of approval, 

will not be affected by the removal of QAB approval and this should be noted clearly on 

publications/website. 
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