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Department of Education
and Youth

Dear principal, teachers, special needs assistants and
members of the school community,

In this edition

» We share an update on our ongoing review of school inspections. Our focus is on
ensuring that inspections continue to support and promote improvement in schools.

« We also want to draw attention to recent updates in how inspections are conducted,
along with a new approach to our corporate reporting.

« To support your work, we have included some resources that may be useful for you and
the school community.

Review of inspection approaches

We are currently reviewing how we carry We have also started to look at how we
out inspections in schools and other evaluate aspects of the DEIS programme
education settings. This includes looking at and provision for students with special
how internal evaluation (SSE) works education needs in post-primary schools.

alongside external inspection, and how we

approach inspection types.
We will be engaging with education

partners over the next few months to get
their views, and we look forward to
hearing the feedback from the
consultation process.
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As part of this work, a new way of doing

advisory visits will be trialled in a small - l -Q‘ -

number of primary and post-primary schools
during May. L|—|—l




Since March 2024, we have been working
with schools, education partners and other
organisations to develop and trial the
Promotion of Wellbeing in Schools
evaluation model.

A Guide to Inspection
in Primary Schools and
Special Schools

Promotion of Wellbeing in Schools Evaluation

The guides to inspection in primary and
special schools and in post-primary
schools have been updated. Visits to
schools under the new model have
begun in recent weeks.
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A Guide to Inspection in
Paost-Primary Schools
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Department of Education Inspectorate Report (2021 - 2023) and

Thematic Review

The Department of Education Inspectorate
Report (2021 - 2023) and Thematic Review
was published in December 2024, with a
stakeholder dissemination event held in
January.

The report outlines the work that we
carried out between January 2021 and
December 2023 and offers reflections on
current aspects of education provision in
Ireland. Insights are drawn from research,
inspections and advisory work undertaken
by inspectors.

The report is available at
www.gov.ie/DEinspectorate, under

Inspectorate publications.

Going forward, we hope to publish an
annual Inspectorate report. The first of
these, covering the work from 2024, is
planned for release in early autumn.
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Inspectorate Report
(2021-2023) and
Thematic Review



https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/a-guide-to-inspection-in-post-primary-schools-updated-february-2025-0b71a5d0-11b9-435b.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/a-guide-to-inspection-in-primary-and-special-schools-updated-february-2025.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/a-guide-to-inspection-in-post-primary-schools-updated-february-2025-0b71a5d0-11b9-435b.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/a-guide-to-inspection-in-primary-and-special-schools-updated-february-2025.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/inspectorate-publications/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/inspectorate-department-of-education/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/inspectorate-publications/#chief-inspector-reports

Resources and information

Visit our website,
www.gov.ie/DEInspectorate, to access a
variety of materials and recent publications.

In the Inspectorate Publications section, you will
find newly published reports and guidelines,
including:
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Inspectorate Report
(2021-2023) and
Thematic Review

Evaluation of Home School
Community Liaison (HSCL) in
Primary and Post-Primary
Schools
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Building confidence and
connections

Inspecloralc report on summer
programme 2024

e

(IF | o

Improving Outcomes and
Experiences for Children and
Young People

Evaluation of Home School Community
Liaison {HSCL) in Primary and
Post-Primary Schools

Building confidence and
connections: Inspectorate report
/ on summer programme 2024



https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/inspectorate-department-of-education/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/improving-outcomes-and-experiences-for-children-and-young-people-evaluation-of-home-sc.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250421_Confidence_and_connections_summer_programme_2024.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/inspectorate-department-of-education/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/improving-outcomes-and-experiences-for-children-and-young-people-evaluation-of-home-sc.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/improving-outcomes-and-experiences-for-children-and-young-people-evaluation-of-home-sc.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/improving-outcomes-and-experiences-for-children-and-young-people-evaluation-of-home-sc.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/improving-outcomes-and-experiences-for-children-and-young-people-evaluation-of-home-sc.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250421_Confidence_and_connections_summer_programme_2024.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250421_Confidence_and_connections_summer_programme_2024.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250421_Confidence_and_connections_summer_programme_2024.pdf
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Supporting all children and young
people to access an appropriate
education

A review of the admission policies of
primary and post-primary special classes for
autistic children and young peoph:

education: A review of the
admission policies of primary and

// post-primary special classes for
—autistic children and young people

In addition

School videos showcasing
student participation and
leadership here and here

Resources for parents
about inspection here

Resources for

children/young people Individual school
inspection reports here

about inspection here

A Sincere Thank You

| would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all the schools

and stakeholders that contributed to the trials, evaluations and
research with us throughout this academic year. Your
involvement has been invaluable.

I look forward to continuing our collaboration as we work
together to support and enhance the learning and wellbeing of

children and young people in schools.

Wishing you the very best for the final school term.
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Yvonne Keating,
Chief Inspector


https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250507_Supporting_all_children_and_young_people_to_access_an_appropriate_education.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250507_Supporting_all_children_and_young_people_to_access_an_appropriate_education.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250507_Supporting_all_children_and_young_people_to_access_an_appropriate_education.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250507_Supporting_all_children_and_young_people_to_access_an_appropriate_education.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250507_Supporting_all_children_and_young_people_to_access_an_appropriate_education.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250507_Supporting_all_children_and_young_people_to_access_an_appropriate_education.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250507_Supporting_all_children_and_young_people_to_access_an_appropriate_education.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/information-for-parentsguardians-inspectorate/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/information-for-children-and-young-people-about-inspection/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/information-for-teachers-and-school-leaders-primary-and-special-schools/#promoting-and-facilitating-student-participation-and-student-leadership-in-schools
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/information-for-teachers-and-school-leaders-post-primary/#promoting-and-facilitating-student-participation-and-student-leadership-in-schools
https://www.gov.ie/en/school-reports/?school_roll_number=&report_title=&school_level=all&school_level=Early+Years+Education&school_level=Post+Primary&school_level=Primary&school_level=Special+Education&report_date_from_day=&report_date_from_month=&report_date_from_year=&report_date_to_day=&report_date_to_month=&report_date_to_year=
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/20250507_Supporting_all_children_and_young_people_to_access_an_appropriate_education.pdf

