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Dear Sir/ Madam,

| am writing to object to the proposed closure of the River Boyne to salmon and sea trout angling for
2026.

At the outset, | wish to note for the record that concerns regarding the TEGOS assessment and the
availability of the underlying datasets metadata and madallinsinnute hgyg been raised directly with
both Inland Fisheries Ireland and the _ c ... c...ciic ur AgHILULLLIE, FULU C. . e through a
separate channel. As these materials have not yet been made available for scrutiny, the scientific
basis for the Boyne assessment remains unclear within the context of this consultation.

Based on the information presented in the 2026 Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme
documentation, the Boyne is being assessed as falling short of the thresholds set for catch and
release,

However, this approach does not reflect how rivers are protected and supported on the ground.
1. Closure removes the most effective deterrent to illegal activity

Anglers provide the river’s daily presence. Without them, the Boyne loses its eyes and ears. Pollution
goes unreported, illegal fishing activity increases, and enforcement naturally shifts toward rivers

where people are still present. On the Boyne, anglers have historically provided the most consistent
oversight.

2. Club based habitat protection declines when anglers disappear

Local angling clubs play a major role in river care, from habitat improvement to identifying emerging
problems. When ariver is closed, club activity and membership decline and the community support
that sustains stewardship fades. Once that organised local effort disappears it is extremely difficult
to rebuild.

The Boyne has benefited from longstanding volunteer work, often in partnership with IFl and
completed numerous restoration projects of which the IFI staff should be proud . Closure negates all
this incredible work

3. Scientific, conservation and enforcement funding declines



Licence revenue falls when anglers have nowhere to fish. Day permits and club membership also
support the SSTRCPF, a major contribution by salmon and sea trout licence holders to the
rehabilitation, conservation and protection of these Salmon in Ireland.

Closing the river reduces these income streams and replaces them with nothing. Conservation
funding will decrease and whats left will be directed to open rivers and neglect the Boyne.

4. A closed river loses political attention

Active rivers with active anglers maintain representation. Closed rivers do not. Without an organised
angling community, issues affecting the Boyne such as abstraction, water quality, development,
forestry and pollution receive far less local scrutiny.

The river risks simply falling off the political map.
5. Closure does not address the real causes of decline

Marine survival collapse, salmon farming, temperature spikes, pollution, agricultural run off, forestry
impacts, barriers and degraded spawning habitat are the real drivers of decline.

Closing the river does not address any of these. Active anglers and clubs maintain pressure on
authorities to tackle them.

6. Catch and release protects both fish and the system that protects the river

IF1 and Irish scientific research show that catch and release has extremely high survival rates when
practiced correctly.

The study by Gargan et al., “Survival of wild Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) after catch and release
angling in three Irish rivers,” recorded very high survival under Irish conditions. IFl guidance states
survival can be close to 100%.

https://fishinginireland.info/salmon/catch-and-release-for-atlantic-salmon/

Catch and release allows anglers to remain active, keeps clubs functioning, maintains monitoring,
deters poaching and sustains the river’s social and political presence.

Closing a River Is Not Conservation. It Is Abandonment

The proposed closure is presented as protection but in practice risks the opposite. Removing
anglers removes the people who watch the river, report problems and deter illegal activity. When that
presence disappears, poachers and polluters fill the vacuum and problems go unnoticed.

A closed river also loses community engagement and political attention. Clubs decline, funding
disappears and habitat work stops. Conservation depends on working with anglers who remain

present on the river, not removing them from it.

Closing the Boyne removes the very system and people that have protected it.

Kind regards









