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What is a curriculum evaluation?

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the
Primary School Curriculum (1999), the Primary Language Curriculum (2019) and the Primary
Mathematics Curriculum. They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where
appropriate, to aid the further development of the subject in the school.

How to read this report
During this inspection, the inspectors evaluated learning and teaching in Music under the
following headings:

1. Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes
2. Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice
3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the
school’s provision in each area.

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a student-friendly page that provides information
for the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It
outlines for them some of the main findings and recommendations.

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the
appendix of this report.

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent
and tackle bullying

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and
anti-bullying procedures were conducted:
Child Protection Anti-bullying
1. The name of the DLP and the Child 1. The school has developed an anti-
Safeguarding Statement are prominently bullying policy that meets the
displayed near the main entrance to the requirements of the Anti-Bullying
school. Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary
2. The Child Safeguarding Statement has Schools (2013) or Bi Cinealta (2024) and
been ratified by the board and includes this policy is reviewed annually.
an annual review and a risk assessment. | 2. The school’s current anti-bullying policy is
3. All teachers visited reported that they published on its website and/or is readily
have read the Child Safeguarding accessible to board of management
Statement and that they are aware of members, teachers, parents and pupils.
their responsibilities as mandated
persons.

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.



Curriculum evaluation

Date of inspection 11/02/2025 - 12/02/2025

Inspection activities undertaken Observation of teaching and learning
Examination of pupils’ work
Interaction with pupils

Feedback to principal and teachers

e Discussion with principal and teachers
¢ Review of relevant documents
e Pupil focus-group interview

School context

Rathgarogue National School is a rural, co-educational primary school under the patronage of
the Catholic Bishop of Ferns. It also provides two pre-school intervention classes for children
with autism. At the time of the evaluation, there were 162 pupils enrolled in the school. The staff
comprised an administrative principal, seven mainstream class teachers, three full-time special
education teachers and two special class teachers.

Summary of main findings and recommendations:

Findings

e The overall quality of pupils’ learning in Music was good, with pupils describing and
demonstrating aspects of their learning confidently and with very good use of musical
terminology.

e The quality of pupils’ learning experiences was good; pupils were provided with regular
opportunities to play instruments.

e The overall quality of teaching was good with some very good practice also observed.

e Teachers used a broad range of assessment tools effectively to assess pupils’ learning
in Music.

e The quality of whole-school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning was
good.

Recommendations

e To further enhance pupils’ learning experiences in Music, teachers should prepare
lessons and design tasks that promote cross-curricular links and allow pupils to apply
their music skills creatively.

e School leaders and teachers should develop the whole school plan for Music further and
implement it fully so that pupils experience greater progression in their learning as they
advance through the school.

Detailed findings and recommendations

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes

The overall quality of pupils’ learning outcomes was good, with some very good outcomes also
observed. Pupils articulated their learning in Music well, making highly commendable use of
subject specific terminology. They demonstrated good recall of their previous learning in Music
and were able to name a broad range of instruments. Pupils in the junior classes were able to
describe and imitate sounds from a wide range of sources. In the middle and senior classes,
pupils displayed a developing knowledge of musical literacy and could recognise and use some
symbols, including standard symbols, to notate simple rhythm and pitch. Across the school,
pupils explored ways of creating their own sounds using body percussion and a selection of
percussion instruments. Some pupils were able to describe music of various styles and genres,
including pop and traditional Irish music, and express their personal preferences. All pupils



sang a variety of songs with enthusiasm and expression, with the school choir performing songs
in two-part harmony. Where pupils’ learning outcomes were very good, they played simple
tunes on pitched percussion instruments and on the tin whistle musically and with expression.

In infant classes, pupils responded to music imaginatively through singing, movement and
dance, which was an integral aspect of their learning across the curriculum. In these and other
junior classes, pupils were highly engaged and interested in their learning. They took
responsibility for their in-class performances by selecting their own instruments and signalling to
one another when to commence and finish playing. There was scope to extend this highly
effective practice throughout the school.

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through
learning experiences and teachers’ practice

The quality of pupils’ learning experiences was good. Teachers provided pupils with a good
range of learning experiences, including playing a selection of percussion and pitched
instruments, composing simple rhythms and melodies, and listening and responding to Music.
Overall, in the lessons observed, there were insufficient opportunities for pupils to build upon
and apply their previous learning in Music. Also, while teachers enabled pupils to make some
links between their learning in Music and their learning in other curriculum areas, including
Visual Arts, there was scope to extend these opportunities. To further enhance pupils’ learning
experiences, teachers were advised to prepare lessons and design tasks that promoted cross-
curricular links and allowed pupils to apply their music skills creatively.

Whole-school initiatives supported pupils’ learning in Music by enabling them to participate in a
school choir and to also perform in ‘Scor na bPaisti’ and a ‘Sing Out Loud’ concert in the
National Opera House. During the pupil focus group discussion, conducted as part of the
evaluation, pupils reported that they enjoyed performing for their parents and the wider
community. They shared that they appreciated the active nature of their music lessons and the
opportunities to play musical instruments. They were also enthusiastic when describing
previous learning experiences that enabled them to create and compose music.

The overall quality of teaching was good, with some very good practice also observed. In
almost all lessons observed, teachers provided pupils with well-prepared and well-organised
lessons and created positive, affirming and caring learning environments. Where very good
practice was observed, teachers designed tasks that focused on the next steps in pupils’
learning, informed by assessment information. They also used the musical programme as a
flexible resource to support pupils’ progress and enjoyment. In other instances, although
lessons were generally clear and well-structured, they provided limited continuity in pupils’
learning. Overall, there was scope for teachers to give greater consideration to the progression
in pupils’ learning from one music lesson to the next and also as they advanced from class to
class. School leaders and teachers were advised to further develop and fully implement the
whole-school plan for Music so that it made greater provision for progression in pupils' learning
as they advanced through the school.

Teachers used a broad range of assessment tools effectively, including checklists, observation
and questioning, teacher designed tasks and samples of pupils’ work, to assess pupils’ learning
in Music. In some instances, there was scope for teachers to make greater use of the
information gathered from these assessments to inform their lesson preparation.

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE,
in progressing pupils’ learning

The quality of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning was good. The
whole-school plan for Music, which school leaders advised was due for review, provided useful
information for teachers, including the curriculum strands and strand units at each class level, a
list of resources available in the school, possible linkages with other curriculum subjects, and
guidance on teaching the tin whistle and on teaching musical literacy. When reviewing and
implementing the plan, school leaders along with teachers were advised to further refine and



document clearly the incremental development of pupils’ learning across all strands of the music
curriculum.

The school had engaged positively and diligently in the process of school self-evaluation.
Leaders and teachers had identified pupils’ wellbeing as a priority area for school improvement.
As part of the school’s improvement plan, one of the targets was to increase communication
with parents and the wider community in relation to pupils’ achievements and successes. The
school had already worked towards achieving this target by inviting parents and the wider
community into the school to observe pupils perform in Music.
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Introduction

Your school had an inspection of Music recently. This
page for pupils describes what the inspectors found
and gives ideas about what the school should do to
make learning better.

What did the inspectors do during the visit?

The inspectors visited classrooms and talked to
teachers and pupils about the work they were doing.
An inspector also met with a focus group of pupils to
talk to them about their learning.

What did the inspectors find?
Here are some of the main things:
e Pupils sang a variety of songs with enthusiasm

and expression.

Pupils enjoyed being active in music lessons and
working together in pairs and groups.

Teachers helped pupils to learn how to play the
tin whistle and a selection of percussion
instruments.

What the inspectors said the school should do to

make learning better

e Teachers should make learning Music more
enjoyable by teaching pupils to sing and play
music from the past and from other countries
when learning other subjects like History and
Geography.

School leaders and teachers should work
together to make sure that pupils’ lessons are
getting gradually more challenging as they move
from class to class.

Thank you for taking the time to read this page.
A special thank you to pupils who took part in the focus group.




The Inspectorate’s Quality Continuum
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality
continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used
by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area.

Level Description Examples of descriptive terms

Excellent Provision that is excellent is Excellent; exemplary; outstanding;
exemplary in meeting the needs of exceptionally high standard; with very
learners. This provision provides an significant strengths
example for other schools and
settings of exceptionally high
standards of provision.

Very good Provision that is very good is very | Very good; of a very high quality; very
effective in meeting the needs of effective practice; highly commendable;
learners and is of a very high very successful
standard. There is potential to build
on existing strengths to achieve an
excellent standard.

Good Provision that is good is effective in | Good; of good quality; effective
meeting the needs of learners. There | practice; competent; useful;
is need to build on existing strengths | commendable; good standard;
in order to address the aspects to be | strengths outweigh the shortcomings;
developed and achieve a very good appropriate provision although some
standard. possibilities for improvement exist

Requires Provision that requires Fair; less than effective; less than

improvement | improvement to achieve a good sufficient; evident weaknesses that are

to achieve a standard is not sufficiently effective impacting on learning; experiencing
good in meeting the needs of learners. difficulty; shortcomings outweigh
standard There is need to address certain strengths; must improve in specified
deficiencies without delay in order to | areas; action required to improve
ensure that provision is good or
better.

Requires Provision that requires significant | Weak; poor; ineffective; insufficient;

significant improvement to achieve a good unacceptable; experiencing significant

improvement | standard is not meeting the needs of | difficulties; serious deficiencies in the
to achieve a learners. There is immediate need for | areas evaluated; requiring significant
good significant action to address the change, development and

standard areas of concern. improvement to be effective




Appendix
SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report

The Board of Management of Rathgarogue NS welcomes the Curriculum Evaluation Report in
the subject of Music, in particular the finding that some very good teaching practice was
observed and that the school had engaged positively and diligently in the process of school self-
evaluation.

The Board warmly welcomes the following acknowledgements:

"Pupils articulated their learning in Music well, making highly commendable use of subject
specific terminology."

"In infant classes, pupils responded to music imaginatively through singing, movement and
dance, which was an integral aspect of their learning across the curriculum. In these and other
junior classes, pupils were highly engaged and interested in their learning."

"teachers provided pupils with well-prepared and well-organised lessons and created positive,
affirming and caring learning environments."

The Board appreciates the acknowledgement that all checks in relation to Anti-Bullying and
Child Protection were met.

Part B Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

The Board of Management of Rathgarogue NS acknowledges the recommendation that
teachers should prepare lessons and design tasks that promote cross-curricular links and allow
pupils to apply their music skills creatively. Teachers will plan during staff meetings to identify
areas in which these cross curricular links would be most beneficial to the pupil's progression
and offer meaningful learning opportunities.

School leaders and teachers have taken steps to begin the process of further developing the

whole school Music Plan to ensure that pupils experience greater progression in their learning
as they advance through the school. Development of the Music Plan will continue.
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