Water Framework Directive

Meeting of the Water Policy Advisory Committee

Thursday, 03 July 2025 at 10.00am

Conference Room, Custom House, Dublin
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Anthony Coleman
Margaret Keegan

The Local Authority
Waters Programme

Stephanie Maher
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Mairead Conlon Uisce Eireann (UE) Lorna Dempsey Office of Public
Works (OPW)
Cathal Gallagher Inland Fisheries Ireland | Ted Massey Department of
(IF1) Agriculture, Food
and the Marine
(DAFM)
N/A Commission for Matt Crowe An Féram Uisce
Regulation of Utilities Donal Purcell (AFU)
(CRU)
Guest Attendee:
Triona McGrath
N/A County and City Shane Regan National Parks &
Management Wildlife Service
Association (CCMA) (NPWS)
Gerry Clabby Department of Climate,
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Guest Attendee: Environment (DCEE)




Apologies Andy Bleasdale, NPWS
Eimear Cotter, EPA
lan Quintyne, HSE
Mark Adamson OPW
Monica Lee, GSI

Ben McEntee, CRU
Robert Burn, CCMA
Barry Fox, IFI

John Casey, UE
Angela Ryan, UE

Actions:

e DHLGH to follow up with Forest Service, DAFM on policy of replanting forestry on
Peatlands.

e Details regarding the EU Commission’s request for applications for Seconded
National Experts will be circulated to WPAC members.

Introductions

e The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. The Chairperson extended best
wishes to Cathal Gallagher (IFI) who was attending his last WPAC meeting before
leaving his current position.

. Actions / Minutes from previous meeting
e Minutes of the previous meeting on 03 April 2025 were agreed.

Updated WPAC Terms of Reference
e Updated Terms of Reference were ratified by the group.

Programme of Measures Update
Sectoral Action Work Plans (DHLGH)

e Emma Quinlan (DHLGH) provided a brief update on progress with the Sectoral
Action Work Plans. There are 11 work plans scheduled to be completed, with 7
work plans currently undergoing a peer review, and the remaining 4 work plans in
different stages of completion.

LAWPRO wished to highlight a policy conflict regarding the replanting of forestry on
peatland, and advised that this issue should be addressed in either the Forestry or




Agricultural Sectoral Action Work Plans. There was a short debate on whether there
was guidance on the issue. The Chairperson informed the group that DHLGH will
contact the Forest Service (DAFM) to get clarity on the policy of replanting forestry
on peatland.

Catchment Management Work Plans (LAWPRO)

Margaret Keegan (LAWPRO) provided an update on the development of the
Catchment Management Work Plans (CMWP). LAWPRO are working with the EPA
and the Programme Delivery Office on the development of the CMWP template,
and have set up a working group. Actions are being separated into mandatory and
supplementary categories with reporting being done at a waterbody level. The EPA
should have a first draft of the template by end July. Work will also commence on
the Local Authority Work Plans. They will have synergies with other plans, and
LAWPRO will co-design a template by Q4 2025, which will be informed by the
CMWP template, for roll-out in 2026.

North / South Engagement (DHLGH)
Donal Cronin (DHLGH) addressed the meeting on recent North / South engagements
undertaken by DHLGH.

o The North / South Water Framework Directive Coordination Group has been
re-constituted as the North / South Water Quality Coordination Group,
which held its first meeting in May.

o Minister for State O’Sullivan is attending the North / South Ministerial
Council meeting in Carlingford on 04 July.

o Under the PEACEPLUS programme, funding was awarded in March 2025 for
three projects under theme 5.3 Water Quality and Catchment Management,
while in December 2024 funding of €32 million was awarded to the Water
Enhancements through Sustainable Treatment (WEST) cross-border project
between NI Water and Uisce Eireann under theme 5.4 Water Improvement.

o Northern Ireland launched their River Basin Management Plan on 13 June
2025. Work will now commence on finalising the ‘Shared Waters’ document
between DHLGH and DAERA.

Significant Water Management Issues (DHLGH)

Roland Gowran (DHLGH) advised the group that the 23" October 2025 has been
selected as the preferred date for the Significant Water Management Issues (SWMI)
workshop. The venue is currently being selected and will be communicated to the
group in the invitation when issued. DHLGH is willing to meet with the member’s
individual organisations if they wanted a pre-workshop consultation.



Development of reporting tools: WFD Fish App (IFI)

Cathal Gallagher (IFI) provided a presentation to the group on the IFI WFD Fish App.
The group were informed that migratory fish species are under pressure with
threats to their ecological status. Salmon are under a unique pressure in Ireland’s
water courses, and this species is receiving an increased focus and action. There was
a short debate concerning the monitoring of fish numbers. IFl advised the meeting
that they are building data sets over time to map the fish population response to
changing temperatures, and other environmental factors including climate change.

Local Authority Water Quality Training Plan (LAWPRO)

Margaret Keegan (LAWPRO) advised the group that the training plan was developed
when the Environmental Services Training Group (ESTG) was asked to undertake a
review of training in the water sector. Through a Steering Committee chaired by
LAWPRO a training plan has been developed to equip Local Authorities with training
for water quality issues. €470,000 has been allocated for the plan up to 2030, and it
is intended to roll-out the training in Q4 2025 following approval of the proposed
training plan by the CCMA and DHLGH.

Others
No updates provided by attendees.

5. Updates within Water Quality
Heavily Modified Water Bodies (DHLGH)

Donal Cronin (DHLGH) provided an update on the recent public consultation on the
designation of Heavily Modified Water Bodies (HMWB). There was significant
interest in the consultation with a large number of submissions received. DHLGH is
currently working through and evaluating the submissions with the objective of
making a recommendation to the Minister concerning the designation of water
bodies as heavily modified. The number of HMWB has increased significantly due to
a more detailed evaluation than that undertaken in the 2" WFD cycle.

An Féram Uisce expanded upon their submission circulated to WPAC members in
advance of the meeting and stated that the public should have a role in the
designation process in particular for Arterial Drainage requirements. It would also
be better to take the time to get a decision making process based on consensus
established first, and that it would be premature to designate water bodies as
heavily modified before this was undertaken.

Uisce Eireann informed the meeting that 30 per cent of their abstractions come
from currently designated HMWB and that it will be important for further water
bodies to be designated as they will not be able to move forward with work supply



projects. From UE view HMWB designation is not a derogation but allows
consideration of the hydromorphological impact and modification and water quality
objectives together and the environmental impact of not designating these
waterbodies is considered far worse than designating them.

OPW stated that Ireland’s current Arterial Drainage policy has not been updated
since the 1940s. They pointed out that they haven’t carried out arterial drainage
since 1992 except from a flood relief perspective where agricultural land may be
flooded. They are bound by current legislation in terms of their responsibility for
Flood Relief Schemes. If the designations don’t go ahead there may be legal
vulnerability in terms of protecting land from flooding. Going forward there needs
to be a policy balance between flood relief, food security and protecting our
waterbodies but OPW are constrained until there is a policy change.

DHLGH added that they will consider all perspectives before making a
recommendation to the Minister regarding the designations of HMWAB.

The Chairperson concluded by stating that the HMWB designation process is a
significant piece of work, with a lot of the foundational work having been
undertaken by the EPA in their previous consultation.

Nitrates Action Programme (DHLGH)

e Marie Archbold (DHLGH) informed the group on preparations for the 6™ Nitrates
Action Programme (NAP). The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
(DAFM) is leading on the renewal of the nitrates derogation. A public consultation
on the draft 6" NAP is due to take place between mid-August and end-September
2025. Both Departments have had engagement with the EU Nitrates Committee and
the Cabinet Committee on Water Quality. DAFM advised that it is intended to have
a number of significant measures for water quality for inclusion in the draft NAP.

Infrastructure, Climate & Nature Fund (DHLGH)

e Alan Byrne (DHLGH) provided an update on the Infrastructure, Climate & Nature
Fund (ICNF). DHLGH have made a submission for funds under the ICNF. A
Government decision to link the ICNF to the review of the National Development
Plan 2026-2030 has caused a delay in clarification on what funds are available.
Confirmation on the application from DHLGH is expected in July, following which
engagement with relevant stakeholders will commence.

Lady’s Island Lake (DHLGH & LAWPRO)

e Margaret Keegan (LAWPRO) provided a presentation on the water quality issues in
Lady’s Island Lake to the members. Colin Byrne (DHLGH) advised the members that
the water quality issues in Lady’s Island Lake has received a lot of press coverage in



recent times, with Minister for State O’Sullivan taking a keen interest in the
situation. On 26 June 2025 a meeting took place between DHLGH, NPWS, DAFM and
Wexford County Council. Wexford County Council are keen to lead on an action plan
to address the issues in Lady’s Island Lake. NPWS advised that further water
monitoring is underway.

Water Director’s Meeting Update (DHLGH)
e Colin Byrne (DHLGH) informed the attendees that a draft of the EU assessment of

Ireland’s third River Basin Management Plan had been received. The EU Commission
will engage in structured dialogue with Member States regarding the 4™ cycle in the
second half of 2025 into 2026.

6. Governance Updates

National Co-ordination and Management Committee (DHLGH)
e Colin Byrne (DHLGH) advised that a meeting of the reconvened National Co-

ordination and Management Committee (NCMC) took place on 17 June 2025. The
NCMC consists of DHLGH, the Chairs of the Regional Management Committees, and
the EPA. It will provide a project management and oversight role for the RBMP and
it is intended that its meetings will shadow the WPAC meetings. The group’s Terms
of Reference will also be reviewed.

National Technical Implementation Group (EPA)

e Jenny Deakin (EPA) updated the meeting regarding developments. The National
Technical Implementation Group (NTIG) is also reviewing its Terms of Reference. A
number of issues were recently passed onto NTIG:

o The South-West Regional Committee advised of a policy gap around the
management and operation of Drinking Water Treatment Plants. Uisce
Eireann is to report back to NTIG in the Autumn. The EPA wrote to DHLGH
regarding the policy issues.

o Management of misconnections. Issue was referred to a NIECE working
group. A new water group has been established to manage the issue.

o Movement of organic fertiliser. A report from the Sludges and Organic
Fertilisers Working Group has been published on www.catchments.ie. A

recommendation regarding the establishment of a database similar to the
Chemical Fertiliser Database is under consideration.

7. Future meetings in 2025
e The group will be advised of the date of the next meeting.


http://www.catchments.ie/

8. AOB
e Donal Cronin (DHLGH) advised that the EU Commission has issued a request for

applications for Seconded National Experts. A copy of the application form and
details will be circulated to members by email.



