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INFORMATION ON THE INSPECTION

Date of inspection

20 March 2013

Inspection activities undertaken

e Review of relevant documents

e Discussion with deputy principal and
teachers

¢ [Interaction with students

e (Qbservation of teaching and learning during six
class periods

e Examination of students’ work

¢ Feedback to deputy principal and subject teachers

MAIN FINDINGS

e Teaching and learning in the majority of graphics lessons observed was very good and

was effective in all instances.

¢ The use of high quality teaching aids and display media enhanced and improved students’

learning experiences.

e Students achieve well in certificate examinations with the majority choosing higher level
in Junior Certificate and ordinary level at Leaving Certificate.

e QGraphics subjects receive a good level of support from school management in relation to

facilities, resources and scheduling.

e The senior cycle DCG class groups have been amalgamated into one group in order to
maintain the subject’s viability and availability on the curriculum.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

¢ The subject department should now focus its attention on building upon the successes at
junior cycle by increasing the proportion of students who choose higher level at senior

cycle.

e The current Transition Year plan should be reviewed with particular emphasis placed
upon students’ learning experiences and the methods of formative and summative

assessment used.

e Existing subject plans should be consolidated into one distinct document that would help
to inform day-to-day teaching and learning.




INTRODUCTION

Muine Bheag Vocational School has a current enrolment of 135 students. The school participates
in the Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) initiative. Graphics subjects are
offered in all of the school’s curricular programmes, including its compulsory Transition Year
(TY) programme.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching and learning in the majority of graphics lessons observed was very good and
was effective in all instances.

The methods used to display new concepts and constructions were very effective and
contributed to a visually stimulating and often experiential learning experience for
students. Good quality examples included: clear and accurate blackboard drawings, well-
chosen information and communication technology (ICT) resources, and models of the
principal planes of reference which enabled students to examine, manipulate and orientate
them to develop their visualisation and spatial awareness.

The key methodology employed in all lessons was teacher demonstration and instruction
followed by student activity and teacher circulation. This method was most effective
when a suitable balance was maintained between teacher and student activity.

Well planned and structured student activities contributed significantly to good quality
learning experiences. This led to the creation of an environment that supported
participative and engaged learning.

Where open-ended questions were employed, students were required to apply problem-
solving skills to achieve the required outcome. This practice should be extended to all
year groups in order to help develop students’ critical thinking skills and their problem-
solving abilities.

Lessons progressed in a sequential manner and this enabled all students to engage at a
level appropriate to their abilities. As lessons progressed and the complexity of tasks
increased, teachers differentiated their attention according to students’ abilities.
Additional challenges for more able students should also be set in order to maximise their
potential and to raise the level of expectation.

ICT was used effectively in all lessons and interesting and applicable audio-visual and
parametric models were used to maintain students’ focus and to explain more complex
concepts.

Class groups were small and positive student behaviour was maintained and encouraged
in a supportive manner. A respectful rapport has developed between students and
teachers. Student participation levels were high and students’ work ethic was good.

Students’ portfolios are maintained to a good standard. Learning was good in the lessons
observed and students achieved well according to their ability levels.

Uptake of higher level is good at junior cycle while at senior cycle only a few students
have taken the higher level examination in recent years. Student achievement is good and
particularly good among those who choose ordinary level at senior cycle. The challenge
now facing the subject department is to build upon the successes at junior cycle by
increasing the proportion of students who choose higher level at senior cycle. This will
require a concerted effort among students, parents and teachers particularly in relation to
raising overall expectations.



SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

Graphics subjects form part of all programmes offered in Muine Bheag Vocational
School. Due to a combination of low student numbers and low uptake at senior cycle, the
fifth and sixth-year class groups have been amalgamated. This short-term action was
taken in order to maintain the viability of the subject. To help alleviate any resulting
difficulties, school management has generously allocated the combined group six class
periods per week and an additional seventh period to the sixth-year students.

All first-year students take part in a year-long subject sampling programme. First-year
student receive three class periods of TG per week and this helps them to make their
optional subject choices based upon their experiences and their aptitude for the subject.
While enrolment is low, uptake of TG is good with over half of all current junior cycle
students choosing the subject. During the school’s TY programme all students take part in
a half-year graphics module and this helps to provide them with a good level of
experience and further improves their capability to make fully informed subject choices at
senior cycle.

A very well-equipped graphics classroom provides both teachers and students with an
appropriate facility for both the teaching and learning of graphics subjects. ICT is
integrated effectively and enables seamless access to internet resources and locally stored
and collaboratively-generated school-based teaching aids.

Good quality student work is prominently displayed alongside subject-specific
terminology and keyword posters. This helps to promote and recognise student
achievement and also to reinforce the subjects’ key phrases and terminology. It is
suggested that a common strategy to promote subject-specific terminology should be
considered. One strategy that should be considered would be to introduce and teach key
terms using visual verbal squares and prepared templates are readily available on the
Junior Certificate School Programme (JCSP) website www.jcsp.ie.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

Good planning structures are in place in the school. The position of subject co-ordinator
is rotated among all members of the subject department and records of meetings are
maintained as is good practice.

The subject department has developed subject plans for both TG and DCG. To reduce
repetition and to embed as working documents, all subject plans should be consolidated
into one distinct subject plan. This plan should have one section detailing the
organisational details and two separate sections for junior cycle and senior cycle
curricular plans.

The individual schemes of work for the junior certificate and leaving certificate
programmes, presented during the evaluation, have been developed within a framework
of student learning outcomes, as is good practice. The TY plan requires additional
consideration particularly in relation to the planned methods of assessment. This section
should be reviewed. Particular emphasis should be placed planning for innovative and
interesting learning experiences as per the Department’s Transition Year Programmes -
Guidelines for Schools.

Planning and preparation for all lesson observed was carried out to a very high standard.



The draft findings and recommendations arising out of this evaluation were discussed with the
deputy principal and subject teachers at the conclusion of the evaluation. The board of

management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and
recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board
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