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FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTION

Follow-through inspections evaluate the progress a school has made on implementing main
recommendations made in an earlier inspection rather than the overall educational provision that
the school makes. Inspectors also advise the school on strategies and actions to enable them to fully
address recommendations.

HOW TO READ THIS REPORT

During this inspection, the inspector evaluated the progress the school has made in implementing
recommendations made in an earlier inspection under the following headings:

1. Progress achieved to date
2. Findings
3. Recommendations

Inspectors describe the quality of the progress made in each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s
follow-through quality continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The follow-
through quality continuum explains the terms used by inspectors when evaluating the school’s
progress in implementing recommendations.

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the
appendix of this report.

CHILD PROTECTION

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection

procedures were conducted:

1. The name of the DLP and the Child Safeguarding Statement are prominently displayed near the
main entrance to the school.

2. The Child Safeguarding Statement has been ratified by the board and includes an annual review
and a risk assessment.

3. All teachers visited reported that they have read the Child Safeguarding Statement and that
they are aware of their responsibilities as mandated persons.

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.



ORIGINAL INSPECTION DETAILS
Type: WSE-MLL
Date of Inspection: 21-09-2016

Report Published? Yes

FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTION DETAILS

Date of Inspection: 23-05-2019

Follow-through inspection activities

The following activities took place in the course of the follow-through inspection

e Meeting with principal
e Interview with subject co-ordinator
e Interview with relevant teachers

e Review of school documentation and records and pupils' work

e Observation of teaching and learning
e Interaction with pupils

Recommendation in original inspection
report

Progress achieved to date on implementation of recommendation

In Irish, the pupils should be provided with
more opportunities to speak the language
naturally.

Sa Ghaeilge, ba choir tuilleadh deiseanna
cainte a thabhairt do na daltai an Ghaeilge a
labhairt go nddurtha.

Good progress

The school has placed an increased emphasis on providing
opportunities for pupils to practice their oral skills in the
classroom and playground. A good range of resources, including
information and communications technology, is used well to
promote pupils’ interest and understanding. The pupils have a
wide vocabulary and a good understanding of Irish. Some can
express themselves with competence using simple sentences
and answers, but others lack confidence when they speak. The
pupils’ active participation in lessons is emphasised and
language games and Drama are used to consolidate their oral
language skills. Irish is used in some physical education lessons
as a means to develop the communicative aspect of the
language. Various strategies such as ‘Phrase of the Week’, “the
Fainne Oir”, storytelling and quizzes are effectively employed,
on a whole-school basis, to encourage pupils’ use of the
language. A particular emphasis is placed on promoting lIrish
culture and on developing displays in Irish in classrooms and
around the school. The school has gained a “Gaelbhratach” flag.
The school’s progress in providing pupils with more
opportunities to speak the language is discussed at staff
meetings. As part of the school plan for lIrish, the staff has
created a list of questions and phrases for each class grouping.
While informal assessment tools are used through the school,
there is no whole-school approach to assessment in Irish. The
school has chosen lIrish as its third area of focus for school self-
evaluation.

Ta béim sa bhreis curtha ag an scoil ar dheiseanna a thabhairt
do dhaltai a scileanna sa teanga 6 bhéal a chleachtadh sa rang




agus sa chlos. Baintear dea-Usaid as raon maith d’acmhainni,
teicneolaiocht na faisnéise agus na cumarsaide san aireamh,
chun suim agus tuiscint na ndaltai a chothd. Ta focl6ir leathan
agus tuiscint maith ag na daltai sa Ghaeilge. T4 roinnt diobh in
ann iad féin a chur in itl go cumasach le habairti shimpli agus le
freagrai, ach labhraionn cuid eile acu le heaspa muinine.
Cuirtear béim ar na daltai a bheith gniomhach sna ceachtanna
agus baintear feidhm as cluichi teanga agus Drama chun
scileanna teanga a dhaingnid. Mduintear roinnt ceachtanna
Corpoideachais tri Ghaeilge chun cumarsaid a chur chun cinn.
Baintear feidhm éifeachtach as straitéisi éagsdla, ‘Frasai na
Seachtaine’ an Fainne Oir, scéalaiocht agus Trath na
gCeisteanna, ach go hairithe, chun suim na ndaltai sa teanga a
spreagadh. Cuirtear béim faoi leith ar an gcultir Gaelach a
spreagadh. agus ar thaispeantais sa Ghaeilge sna seomrai agus
timpeall na scoile, a fhorbairt. T4 an scoil tar éis Gaelbhratach a
bhaint amach.

e Ag na cruinnithe foirne, pléitear an fhorbairt atd déanta ag an
scoil, faoi thuilleadh deiseanna cainte a thabhairt do na daltai.
Mar chuid den phlean scoile don Ghaeilge, ta tagarmharcanna le
liosta de cheisteanna agus frasai do gach rang ghrapa curtha le
chéile ag an bhfoireann scoile. Cé go bhfuil uirlisi measunaithe
neamhfhoirmidla in Usaid trid an scoil, nil céras measunaithe
scoile-uile ann le haghaidh an Ghaeilge. T4 an Ghaeilge
roghnaithe mar an triG réimse fécais d’fhéinmheastéireacht
scoile.

Summary of findings

The school has made good progress in providing the pupils with more opportunities to speak the Irish
language naturally.

Ta forbairt maith déanta ag an scoil chun tuilleadh deiseanna cainte a thabhairt do na daltai an Ghaeilge a
labhairt go ndadurtha.

Recommendations

To build on the good work in Irish, the whole-school approach to oral Irish should be embedded further in
order to develop the pupils’ fluency and independent speaking skills.

Chun cur leis an dea-obair i muineadh na Gaeilge, moltar an cur chuige scoile-uile do labhairt na Gaeilge a
dhaingniu a thuilleadh, chun scileanna labhartha na ndaltai a fhorbairt 6 thaobh fliirseacht agus
neamhspledchas de.

To add to the effectiveness of informal assessment tools in use in the school, there is a need to develop a
whole-school assessment approach and the assessment data collected should be used to plan for
differentiation, based on pupils’ differing abilities.

Chun cur le héifeacht na huirlisi meastnaithe neamhfhoirmiula atd sa scoil, td gad le coras measunaithe
foirmidil, scoile-uile a fhorbairt agus ba chéir na sonrai measunaithe a bhailitear, a usdid chun pleandil le
haghaidh idirdhealu, bunaithe ar chumais éagsula na ndaltai.

As part of the review of the school plan, it is advised that existing benchmarks are developed further with

clear learning outcomes for each class group, based on the curriculum, in order to monitor pupils’
achievements from year to year.

Mar chuid den athbhreithniu ar an bplean scoile, moltar na tagarmharcanna atd ann a fhorbairt a thuilleadh
le torthai foghlama atd soiléir do gach rang ghrupa, bunaithe ar an gcuraclam, chun monatdireacht a
dhéanamh ar ghndthachtdil na ndaltai sa Ghaeilge 6 bhliain go bliain.




THE QUALITY CONTINUUM FOR FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTIONS

Very good progress indicates that appropriate action has been taken to address the
recommendation, and that the action has fully achieved or will achieve the required outcome.

Good progress indicates that appropriate action has been taken to address the recommendation,
and that substantial improvement has occurred, although further progress is necessary.

Partial progress indicates that some appropriate action has been taken to address the
recommendation, and some improvement has occurred, but considerable further progress is
necessary.

No progress indicates that no action has been taken, and that the original recommendation
remains to be addressed.




Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report

The board welcomes this report and is pleased that the Inspectorate acknowledges the good
progress to date.

Part B Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection activity to
implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

Leanfaimid ag obair mar scoil uile chun an Ghaeilge labhartha a
dhaingniu a thuilleadh. Chun cabhru lenar bpleanail, ta tus curtha againn leis an bpréiseas chun cur
chuige don scoil uile a fhorbairt maidir le measind. Forbréimid na tagarmharcanna atd againn
anois de réir mar a dhéanaimid athbhreithnil ar ar bplean scoile i mbliana.

We will continue to work as a whole school to embed spoken Irish further. In order to help with our
planning, we have begun the process to develop a whole school approach to assessment. We will
progress the benchmarks we currently have as we review our school plan this year.

[This is a translation of the school response submitted by the board of management.]
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