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1. Introduction

St. John of God Primary School is a 240-pupil, co-educational, urban primary school under the
patronage of the Catholic Bishop of Ferns. The school is also under the trusteeship of the Sisters
of St. John of God and the first lay principal was appointed in September 2011. Currently boys
transfer to CBS Primary School, Wexford after completing third class. The school participates in
the Department’s Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) programme and it also
receives funding from the School Completion Programme (SCP). While the attendance of the
majority of pupils is good, the attendance of a minority is an ongoing concern. The school’s
initiatives to promote improved attendance are noted but their effectiveness and impact should be
monitored on an ongoing basis. The board of management of the school was given an
opportunity to comment on the findings and recommendations of the evaluation; the board chose
to accept the report without response.

2. Summary of Findings and Recommendations for Further Development

The following are the main strengths of the work of the school:
e The board of management supports the work of the school well.
e The quality of the physical environment of the school is excellent.

e Parents are supportive of the work of the school and good relationships exist between the
school staff, the board of management and parents.

« The principal and teaching staff are commended for their commitment to the school and
the welfare of the pupils.

e The quality of teaching and learning in Music is good.
The following main recommendations are made:

« The board of management, under the guidance of the principal and teachers, should
develop its role in the monitoring of standards in literacy and numeracy.

¢ In meeting the needs of the broad range of pupil abilities in each class, lessons should be
guided by clear learning objectives and incorporate the grouping of pupils, their active
participation and the consistent reinforcement of lesson objectives.

« A more systematic approach to assessment is required, through which the teachers
assess and record pupil learning on a very regular basis and use this information in
planning and differentiating appropriate work for all pupils.

« Discrete oral language lessons, based on identified language needs, along with further
differentiation in approaches to reading, should be regular features of practice in all
classes.

3. Quality of School Management

e The school is well supported by the board of management. The board discusses and
ratifies school policies on an ongoing basis. It ensures that a safe and comfortable
environment is provided for the pupils. The board, under the guidance of the principal and




teachers, should now engage further in the monitoring of standards in literacy and
numeracy.

¢ The in-school management team is undergoing a period of transition, with a number of
new appointments now in place. The recently appointed principal is working successfully
on building relationships with all members of the school community. Other members of
the team carry out their assigned duties competently. The upcoming review of duties will
provide the opportunity to significantly develop the curriculum leadership role of all
members.

« The quality of the physical environment of the school is excellent. A range of resources is
available to enhance pupil learning, and ICT has been well provided for in the school.
While individual teachers are to be commended for their participation in numerous
professional development courses, a more comprehensive sharing of new ideas and
practices should be engaged in to ensure that this valuable resource is used to maximum
effect.

e There is good communication among the school community. The parents’ association is
supportive of the work of the school. Its members participate in numerous school
activities including fundraising, reading activities and the running of the breakfast club.
The role of the home school community liaison service is beneficial in terms of building
links between home and school. The questionnaires administered as part of the
evaluation indicate that almost all parents feel welcomed in, and are happy with the
school.

e Overall, the management of pupils is good. The school community is commended for its
commitment to meeting the needs of all pupils. In the pupil questionnaires, a majority of
pupils indicated that they feel safe in the school and in the playground, and all pupils
reported that they know the school and class rules.

Quality of School Planning and School Self-evaluation

« In the main, the quality of school planning and school self-evaluation is satisfactory. A
number of organisational policies provide valuable guidance to the school community.
While some good work has been undertaken by the teachers in curriculum planning,
plans should be reviewed to ensure that they effectively guide teaching and learning.
Action plans to address areas for improvement should be devised and implemented, and
there should be regular review of their impact on teaching and learning.

* The school engages in self-evaluation through its DEIS plan which addresses a number
of areas including literacy, numeracy and pupil attendance. To further advance this plan,
there should be continued monitoring of the impact of specific actions in meeting the
targets outlined in the plan.

« The quality of teachers’ individual classroom planning is satisfactory overall. However, in
short-term planning, all teachers should outline the intended learning outcomes and the
differentiation practices to be used to meet the array of pupil needs.

e School authorities provided evidence that, in compliance with Primary Circular
0061/2006, the board of management has formally adopted the Department’s Child
Protection Guidelines for Primary Schools. Evidence was provided to show that these
child protection procedures have been brought to the attention of management, school
staff and parents; that a copy of the procedures has been provided to all staff (including
all new staff); and that management has ensured that all staff are familiar with the



procedures to be followed. A designated liaison person (DLP) and a deputy DLP have
been appointed in line with the requirements of the guidelines.

5. Quality of Teaching, Learning and Pupil Achievement

e« The overall quality of teaching is satisfactory and many examples of effective practice
were noted during the evaluation. Nonetheless, in meeting the needs of the broad range
of pupil abilities in each class, lessons should be consistently guided by clear learning
objectives and incorporate the grouping of pupils, their active participation and the
consistent reinforcement of lesson objectives.

e Arange of strategies is utilised to assess pupil progress, including teacher-designed tests
and the maintenance of work samples. However, a more systematic approach to
assessment is required, through which the teachers assess and record pupil learning on
a very regular basis and use this information in planning and differentiating appropriate
work for all pupils.

» Ta gnéithe le forbairt i midineadh agus i bhfoghlaim na Gaeilge. Eagraionn na muinteoiri
cleachtai éisteachta filintacha do na daltai go rialta. Cé go mbaintear Usaid as raon de
mhodheolaiochtai oirilinacha, diseanna agus gniomhaiochtai, t4 easpa béime ar fhorbairt
scileanna chumarséide. Léirionn cuid de na daltai caighdean séasuiil sa léitheoireacht ach
moltar abhair Iéitheoireachta breise ar leibhéal na ndaltai a chur ar fail. Ta scép chun
forbartha i gcaighdean scribhneoireachta na ndaltai. Ba choéir éagsulacht de thascanna
scribhneoireachta a thabhairt ddibh. Moltar seicliostai measunaithe a fhorbairt chun dul
chun cinn na ndaltai a mheas 6 rang go rang.

There are aspects for development in the teaching and learning of Irish. The teachers
regularly organise valuable listening exercises for the pupils. Even though a range of
suitable methodologies, resources and activities is in use, there is a lack of emphasis on
the development of communication skills. Some of the pupils display a satisfactory
standard in reading but it is advised that extra reading materials, appropriate to the
pupils’ level, be provided. There is scope for development in the pupils’ standard of
writing. They should be provided with opportunities to write in a variety of genres.
Assessment checklists should be developed to assess pupil progress from class to class.

e Overall, there is scope for development in teaching, learning and pupil attainment in
English. It is recommended that a more structured approach to the development of the
pupils’ oral language competence be implemented on a schoolwide basis through regular
and discrete oral language lessons. The implementation of the Literacy Lift Off initiative is
commended for the opportunities provided for pupils to read and develop literacy skills at
their own level and pace. Further differentiated approaches to reading should be
developed throughout the school. The First Steps writing programme is having a positive
impact on the standard of pupil's written work and the pupils engage in regular writing
activities across a wide range of genres. Poetry is taught well and the pupils enjoy
recitation.

e The quality of teaching, learning and pupil achievement in Mathematics is satisfactory
overall, with good use of concrete materials and clear linkage with the environment.
Commendable in-class support based on the Maths Recovery programme is proving
beneficial to pupils, with good work undertaken on the number strand. This model of
targeted and effective in-class support should be extended to other classes.

< Overall, the quality of teaching, learning and pupil achievement in Music is good. A broad
music programme is implemented in most classes. Pupils in all classes sing a range of
songs enthusiastically and the school choir is prepared conscientiously for a variety of



events. Middle and senior classes play the tin whistle with enjoyment, and percussion
instruments are used effectively to help in developing the pupils’ rhythmic skills.

6. Quality of Support for Pupils

e Support teaching for pupils with special educational needs is good. Valuable initiatives to
support pupils, including Maths Recovery and Literacy Lift Off, are employed through
withdrawal and in-class interventions. Individual programmes of work are planned
carefully in consultation with relevant professionals and parents. However, the further
analysis of learning needs across the school to ensure the optimal use of available
supports is recommended. There should also be a review of the class teacher’s role in
the staged approach to support, as outlined in Circular 02/05, to ensure that all pupils’
needs are identified and addressed suitably.

« While the school has significant humbers of pupils for whom English is an additional
language (EAL), the school does not currently have access to EAL-specific resources. It
is advised that the needs of these pupils be assessed as a whole-school issue and that
suitable provision be made through existing class and support teachers.

* Funding received by the school from the School Completion Programme is used
successfully to encourage pupils’ continued participation in a range of school activities.
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